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PREFACE. 



I N plming this ])ul>1u'iitioii l)of(iic the iwoi)Ie ivo offer no ajHiIngy, tli<^ work must i«|)eiik for itself, 
Icfiviiiji tlie |uil)lu- t<i lie the jiuljic of its iiieritM or (leniL-rits. Wc have made no uttempt at 
lengthy detail, tnil nit'i^ly to present the ioL'tn as we Hiid tlieiii in plain Knglish, and in the moat 
condensed form po»8il>lc with oompreheiiHion. That which is stated, to our best knowledge and 
liclief, is coriwt, for wo have sjiai-ed no reasonalile pains in ferreting nut disputed questions, or 
previous doubtful statements. We presume there will l)e found niistakos, but we fee! it reason- 
able to believe thci-e should be less errors of fjwt appear than in previous publtcatioii.s lieanng upon these 
subjects, for very many sueh have Iweii corrected, and we trust that less new ones have l)een added. 

Our main -souives of information have Iieen from " Karly Planting of >'ew Ilanipshiro," by John S. 
•Tcnncss; "Annals of Portsmouth," by Nathaniel Adams; "Hanililes Alxuit Portsmouth," by Charles W. 
Brewster; "Portsmouth (hiide Itook," by Miss Samh K. Foster; old records and documents, and from 
many old people much valuable information has been gleaned. In fact wc have eonsuhed such lK)oks, i>am- 
phlots and documents within our knowledge, as would aid or luld to the general information desired. 

We acknowledge our obligation.s to Mr. liiibcrt K. liich, Libmrian of the Pulilic Libniry, for valued 
material on the " I'Jirly History'' : to Mr. Charles A. llii/lett, for contri but inns bearing on old rosidcnts, 
places, incidents and things: tn Colonel James K. Stanwooil, for valued services; also to Mr. Israel P. Miller, 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel l)(«lge and to .Mr. Samuel P. Treiulwell for many favors and (joints of interest, 
and to many old people ami others who liav<' aided in furthering the work hei-cin represented. The half-tone 
engravingrt are nearly all made from photographs designed especially f()r this work. 

If there are found in this publication statements which appear incorrect, and the claim can be substan- 
tiated, any information bearing on such will l>e thiiidifully received, and the i-orreHion emiiodied in the 
succeeding edition, if one is found necessary, C. S. ti. 

Portsmouth, N. U., Septemlwr, IVOi. 
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PREVIOUS to the reign of His Majesty, King 
James the First of England, until the 
spring-time, in the year 1623, the great 
ocean bordering our coast rolled un vexed to 
the shore, barren of sail or oar. Alonffthe ruffsred, 
irregular coast line stood no settler's rude hut, nor 
did the hum of traffic gladden the vision of the 
exile, voyaging from over seas. The surging rote 
of the Atlantic, pierced by the strident scream of 
the sea-fowl, echoed alone to the howl of the wolf 
and the dread war-whoop of the Indian, lurking in 
the primeval forest. 

Glancing westward, the eye descried the sky 
line of far-reac*hing woodland, encircling in its 
sweep neither field nor clearing, save on some narrow 
oasis planted by the Indian, Avhere the rows of maize 
lifted their leaves exultantly toward the sun, partly 
screening in the woody depths the leafy wigwam of 
the savage. The silent estuaries, winding inland 
their sinuous course in the shadow of the immemo- 
rial oaks and ancient pines, recked naught of the 
presence of man. They saw but the simple child of 
the forest, following the wild trail of the wilderness, 
and anon watchino: with wondering eyes the un- 
wonted sight of an approaching sail, bearing the 
good ship Jonathan, an English bark, high-i)ooi)ed, 
and with an antique prow, hailing from Plymouth, 
in English Devon, and holding straight on her 
course to the mainland. A strange argosy, indeed I 
and to the startled irsize of the red man a sijrn i)or- 
tentous in its ])resage, mysterious as a fleeting vision 
of the air freighted with spoil of celestial cities, a 
wondrous revelation vouchsafed to moilal view. 



The shallop Jonathan, from the port of Ply- 
mouth, brings our pioneer, the hardy Scotchman, 
David Th(mison, and ten adventurous spirits, of 
whom the names of nine have not come down to us. 
We may fancy their profound thankfulness at the 
approjK^hing end of so long and' eventful a voyage, 
confined to their little craft of between seventy and 
eighty Urns burden, upon beholding the vernal 
shores and wide-s})reading forests of tliis untrodden 
irround. 

A change, indeed, all the more marvelous, after 
brejistin<>: the wild and boisterous waves of relentless 
ocean, to arrive at last upon a virgin coast, so 
impressive in its wild and picturesque beauty ! Of 
their hardships we know naught, nor have we evi- 
dence of the delight which nuist have been theirs, 
as the sylvan prospect of the fair shore to which 
they sailed fell upon their astonished eyes. There 
rose the view of this primeval strand, never before 
pressed by the foot of the white man, where, it may 
be said, as Shillaber has written : 

** Rose gentle isles with verdure dad 
That seemed fair satellites of the majestic main, 
Resting like emerald hubbies on the sea, 
And all was wonderful, and new and grand." 

Karly writers have made it ai)pear that David 
Thomson came as the agent of Captain John ^bison, 
but the late John Scribner Jenness, in his *' First 
Planting of New IIami)shire,*' and John N. McClin- 
tock, the author of a very ccmqu'chensive history of 
New IIami)shire, have clearly shown that Thomson's 
sponsors and ])artners were three merchants of 
Plymouth, in Devonshire, to wit, Abraham Cohuer, 
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Nicholas Shorwell and TAH)nar(l Poinniorio. Il is 
true that Cai)laiii Mason had obtained a patent of 
land in H\2'2, einhracino: all territory between the 
Merriniaek and Kennebeck Rivers, but nothing 
came of it as to settlement until 1(>29 or l(i3(). 
David Thomson had been granted a tract of six 
thousand acres, including an island — later known as 
Thomi)son's Island, in Boston Ilar])or — the latter 
almost as indelinite a descrii)tion as that which Don 
(Quixote pronn'sed Sancho, when he became anxious 
about his salary. And now, thanks to Mr. Jenness, 
it is shown bevond a doubt that this Scotchman 
with his ten companions were the Hrst to settle at 
Little Harbor, so-called, on the ridge of land now 
known as OdiorneV Point. Thomson broujrht his 
wife with him, and their son John was the first 
child born in the Colony of New [Iami)shire. This 
])lantation received the Indian name of Pannaway. 
Ilere Thomson built a comfoilable house of rubble 
stone, which, however, at tlu^ time was not known 
as Mason Hall ; but it was rel(»rred to bv the colo- 
nists as the Stone House until Ca])tain AV^ alter Neale 
came into authority, when it was called by him the 
Pascntacjua House; and it was not until IfJIiO, when 
Captain John Ma^son came, that it Hnally received 
the desigiuition of Mason Hall. These adventurers 
of l^mnaway canu* not to escai)e religious j^ersecu- 
tion : they cam(» to fish in the sea, to trade with the 
Indians for i)eltries, and after staying little more 
than four years, Thomson, their Iead(M*, beinir visited 
by Ca])tain Mvles Standish, of the Plymouth Colony, 
left Pannaway with him, and subsetiuentlv settled 
on his own island in Boston Harbor, whence, as far 



as known, he never returned. As Mr. Jenness well 
says: "It was then that the doujrhtv soldier of 
fortune. Captain Walter Neale, the Governor for 
that com])any and the worthy compeer of Myles 
Standish himself, took possession of Pamiaway as his 
'chiefe habitacon,' and thus jneserved the nucleus 
of the future State of New Hampshire." John 
Albee, in his history of Newcastle, has this to say 
of Neale: "He was a true soldier of fortune, 
always ready for an expedition or campaiirn : always 
seeking that kind of em[)loyment from the Knglish 
Court or any transient i)atron amf)njx the <rentry: 
always beiririnj»: for somethin<r, and not avi^rse to 
recountinir his own services, merits or demerits. 
He describes himself, when seeking an api)ointment 
in these paiis, as never having had any other i)ro- 
fession but his sword, nor other fortunes than war: 
and he adds pathetically that his debts are clamor- 
ous and his wants insui)p()i'table." 

When ]U)t otherwise engaged h(» act(»d as ca]> 
tain and drill-master of the London train-bands. 
He was a free lance among the last of the Knights- 
errant and of the Round Table. Such was th<» first 
(iovernor of New Hami)shire and of all the lands east- 
ward of Massachusetts Bay. He has not hi n^: in 
conunon with the solenm and pragmatical Winthroi)s 
and Endicotts, and instead of scttlimr down at Mason 
Hall to found a church, or raise corn (or codfish), 
\\v went in search of the fabled land of Laconia. in 
(expectation (»f finding precious ston(»s or mines of 
irold. For three years he ex])l()red the woods, 
l)lanned fortifications, drilh^d the settlers in arms 
and chased pirates. He is a typic^il character of the 
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.^jiino family as Kjiloigli, Sinilh and Standish ; men 
who discovered new countries, founded colonies, 
unit in<>: the real and the romantic as never hefore ; 
and went tradinii^ and explorin**: round the world, 
writiriiT love son^fs jind marvelous narratives, all 
as it it were the ])astime of the moment, and everv 
(hiy would bring a nohh^ chanc(^ When, in KI.'U), 
the Pannaway Colony had given uj) their venture, 
and their shares passed into the hands of Mason, 
Xeale still controlled affairs within the limits of the 
Pascataway S(»ttlem(Mit. II(^ made a long journey 
to the White Mountains, in connnand of an explor- 
ing j)arty, and i)r()l)ai)ly then journeyed thence to 
Mason and (ior<r(*s' land of Laconia, at or near what 
is now known as Lake (liamplain, and, not long 
alter his return to Pannaway, unaccountably disap- 
pears as a factor in our history. 

About this time Cai)tain John Mason sent to 
the Pascata(|ua Plantation tiftv men and twentv-two 
women, with a large mimber of cattle, from Den- 
mark. There were eight Danes who put up a saw- 
mill near Dover. Under the manairement of Walter 
Neale, and associated with him wen* Ambrose 
(iibbins, (ieorge Vaughan. Thomas AVarnei'ton, 
Hum])hrev Chadbourne and Kdward (iodfrey, as 
superintendents of trade, tishing, salt making, Imild- 
ing and husbandrv. Xeale lived at Pannawav with 
(iodfrev, who had charire of the tishin<r: (-had- 
bourne built a (ircat House at Straw])errv Bank, 
which was sometimes called Mason Hall, and in 
which the thriftv Warnerton resided; Ambrose 
(iibbins took charge of the saw-mill u]) river, and 
lived in the fort i tied house at Xewichewannock, 



where he also tnwled with the Indians, that phu^c 
being a favorite resort of the Pemu'ook tribe, 
lK»cause of the abunchince of tish to be had at the 
falls. The settlements at I^iscatawav ijrew verv 
slowlv, and in liVM not manv buildimrs were erected, 
though it was in this year that Humphrey Chad- 
bourne built the Great House, about three miles up 
the river from Pannawav, the tirst or second build- 
ing i)ut up in the settlement proi)er. 

Cai)tain Mason had expended ui)on the settle- 
ment three thousand i)ounds, and upon November 3, 
lt>2;», the (ireat Council at Plymouth mad(^ a grant 
to Captain John Mason and Ferdinando Gorges, 
with John Cotton, Hemy Gardner, George Griffith, 
Kdwin (iav, Thomas Warnerton, Thomas Evre 
and Kleazar Kyre, to promote the settlement of that 
part of the plantation on which the buildings and 
salt works were placed, "situate on both sides of 
the river and harbor to the extent of tive miles 
w(»stward to the seacoast, and crossing thence to 
Dr)V(»r Point." These were the original limits of 
Portsmouth, while within them were included a part 
of Xewinirton and the whole of (ireenland, live and 
X'ewcastle. 

(^iptain ^lason never saw his j)lantation here. 
It is said that he once sailed in this direction, after 
cominjj: from Port Roval. He died in Xovcmber, 
1()35, leaving his title to lands in Xew England to 
])e a source of bitter liti<ration for several irencra- 
tions. He bcfjueathed to his grandson, Robert 
Tufton, — then an infant, to whose name was added 
that of Mason, — his manor of Mason Hall, and to 
his grandson, John Tuftcm (Mason), the remainder 
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of his estate in New Hampshire. In 1G39 Mrs. 
Anne Mason, who was executrix of tlie Captain, 
found that the income from the plantation would 
not justify the expense incurred. She neglected to 
furnish supplies, and therefore her agents and stew- 
ards niade her no more remittances, hut proceeded 
to divide the goods and cattle among themselves. 
Many of the people left the j)lantations, and those 
who remained kept possession of the buildings and 
land and claimed them as their own. Thomas 
Warnerton, who had lived at the (treat House, now 
gathered all the goods he could get and shipped 
ihem to l*oi*t Koval, where he sold them to the 
French, and was there slain ])V the inha])itants. 
Thomas Norton drove one hundred head of cattle to 
Boston and sold them at twenty pounds sterling per 
head. 

These men then proceeded to establish a gov- 
ernment, and, as ncme then existed, entered into a 
social contract to effect its organization, electing 
Francis AVilliams, (lovcrnor, with Amlu'osi^ Gil)- 
])ins as assistant. Williams then continued as 
Governor of the Pascatawav Plantations, or of the 
Province of New Ham[)shire, until 1(J4(), or until 
the union with Massa(;husetts. 

Sampson Lane, who had been one of Mason's 
stewards, succeeded Warnei*ton at the (in\*it House. 
There were attached to this estate about one thou- 
sand acres of land, consisting of marsh, meadow, 
planting and i)asture, all largely und(U' imi)r()ve- 
ment ; this comi)rised a large portion of what is now 
the citv of Portsmouth, and what was then known 
as Strawberry Bank, or simply, "the Bank." The 



Great House was situated upon the corner of Court 
and Water Streets, and was the first house of im- 
portance built in the settlement. The field which 
extended from this point over Church Hill and as 
far as "the Spring,'' is said to be the one which 
gave this old town its name. Sampson Lane occu- 
pied the Great House for about two years ; he then 
returned to England, and was succeeded by liichard 
Cutt, until the death of the latter, in 1()7(), when his 
brother, Robert Cutt, lived here until he moved to 
Kitterv, while the house remained in the Cutt 
familv until 1685, when it fell into decav. 

Now from here let us revert to the true 
company of Laconia. Again we learn from Mr. 
Jenness' researches that the desijjjn of the Laconia 
adventurers was to seize upon and engross to their 
own j^rotit the rich peltry traflic of that great region, 
thi»n in the hands of the French and the Dutch. 

It was believed, in the absence of jiccurate 
knowledge of the interior country, that Lake Cham- 
l)lain (then called the Iroquois) could ])e reached 
from the New Kngland coast by a journey of about 
ninety miles, and that only a narrow portage sepa- 
rated it from the head waters of the Pascatacjua 
River. Tiider this d(»lusi()n, the Laconians hired 
the })uildings which had been erected seven years 
before bv David Thomson at Ptinnawav and estal)- 
lished there, under command of Cai)tain AValter 
Neale, a factory or cntrei)()t as a ])asis for their 
ambitious designs n\)(m \ho New York lakes. The 
c<)m[)any of Laconia was in actual possession of 
Pannaway, at Little Harbor, when Kdward Hilton 
and his company sailed up the river to establish 
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their plantution at Hilton's Point, eiglit miles al>ove, 
and 1)0 fore Hilton's title was protected by livery of 
Meizin,, Strawberry Bank had l)eo:iin to be settled ; 
no less than sixtv men were employed in the eom- 
pany's business on the Pasi'jitH<|ua. 

'I'here mwn* to the Paseata(|ua from Massa- 
chusetts, in l()»n, one (Captain Thomas Wi<rgin, a 
stern Puritan, and a eonridential friend of (iov- 
ernor John Winthrop of the Massachusetts Colony. 
Before lonir a disjuite arose between Wiirji:in and 
Cai)tain Walter Neale over the (juestion of jurisdic- 
tion, and the former was f(n'bidden to come on 
"a certain point of land that lieth in \\\o midway 
l>etween Dover and Kxeter." It was the intention 
of Captain Wiiririn to have defended his riirht by 
the sword : but it a])peared that both litiirants had 
so much wit in their anjrer as to waive the contest, 
each accountinir himself to have done manfully in 
what had been threatened, in consideration, not to 
w/taf he did, but wlmt he tnlifht have done. The 
place to this (hiy bears the formichible name of 
"Bloody Point,'* now known by its present name of 
Fox Point. 

This Captain AVi<r«rin, under the advice of (iov- 
crnor Winthrop, seemed determined to have the 
Pascata(|ua settlements brou<xht under the sway of 
the Puritans, under the <rreat chailer of 1<>2S (that 
granted to Massachusetts Bay). As the construt^- 
tion which the Bay (.'olony put upon it would, 
had it been enforced, have swe})t away the 
entire proi)erty of the Pascata(|ua plant (n*s, it must 
have encountered a hot and determined opposition 
from the whole river. The Massachusetts people 



knew that the Pascatjujua planters were bitterly hos- 
tile to them in political and religious princii)les, and 
would, on that account, l)e likely to receive efficient 
aid from the mother country, in case of an op(;n 
conflict. Ajxain, they nuist have known that the 

J— I 7 ,. 

intention of the Kinir was only to <rrant them as 
their northern boundary a strip of land three miles 
wide, following the course of tlie Merrimack River. 
The strij), or selvedge, of that breadth, w-as doubtless 
intended to protect the river from the artillery of 
any adjoining jn'ovince. The Privy Council, as 
Massachusetts well knew, were inimical to the 
Bay Colony, and would seize with avidity upon 
the slicrhtest tramrression of their chartered limits, 
or corporate powers, as a ground for vacating 
the charter itself. Accordinirlv, after concertin*!: 
the plan with (JovernorAVinthrop and his assistants. 
Captain Wiggin, shortly after his (juarrel with 
Captain Neale, went to Kngland in ir)32, and 
forming a company of "honest men," as Winthrop 
calls them, succeeded, with their aid, in purchasing 
fnmi Hilton and his Bristol associates the entire 
Hilton Patent, at the ])rice of 2,ir)() pounds. The 
])urchasers were Lord Say, Lord Brooke, Sir Rich- 
ard Salt (install. Sir Arthur Hazelrigg, Mr. AVhiting, 
and other men of Shrewsbury, all of them Puritans, 
and friends of Massachusetts Bay, who had been 
"writ unto," we are informed, "by the Governor 
and majristrates of Massachusetts, who encouraircd 
them to purchase the said lands of the Bristol nu^n 
in respect they feared some ill neighborhood 
fnmi them." Captain AViggin, api)ointed manager 
for the new c<mipany, returned to New England 
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with reiiifoiTt'iiiciits ami siipiiiios, ami a "godly 
ministtor," iimvin'r at Sulciii, Oi^obor 10, i(>;13. 
As fooii as ho had oiilcrcil into ])»ssc!iisi(iii of tho 
iicwh- [Hirdiaspd trrritoiy, lie took nimutlintp stops, 
ii) iK't'onliinrc with thr ()ri<riiial undvi-staiiding, to 
siilnnil thai tonitory to flie jurisdiction of Massa- 
vhasi-tts. Kai'ly in tlio followijii; niinith lie wrote 
to Oovonior Winlhroplhat "imc of his [K-ojilr liad 
staltlK'd amithcr, mid dcsin-d hr iiir;xlit 1)e tried in 
tlie Kay, if tlie i«ii1y died." Tlie (iovrnior replied 
"(liHl if Passe.;ita<|iiiick lay within tlicir limits (as it 
was sii|H)osod) they woiilii try him," But all these 
intrigues <Tanie to tiiui<rhl. The seliemo to iiiirchasc 
llie llilloii Patent, and tnrn it over li> Massadnisetts 
Itay, had for tho prosont utterly fulled. Wi-r-fin 
found it iiiipossilile to deliver liis territory lu-eord- 
ing to the 1)ar<rain. Edward Hilton was a iiiiin of 
prohity, a royiilist and » ehnrehuian, and intense 
hostility spran<; npamon;rtlie planters. These men 
hud now taken up und improved ( ho lands on Bloody 
Point, and around the i'aslerly siih' of (ireiit Bay, in 
eonsidenilile numliers, ailliou^h without any le-xal 
title to them whatever. Bnt as none of the jiatenls 
of the Past'alai|ua eounlrv. not even tlmt of <'u))tain 
.lohn Ma-s<)n, of (Ik- Provinee of New Hanipsliire, 
conferred any rijrhtsof jrovernnient and jurisdielion. 
hut were nil of them sirii|>ly indentures, ur deeds of 
territory, it is ohvioiis dial Iheie were no eouds or 
ti'ilinn.ils on the liind liefore wliieh these scinatler 
Hfrhts coulil lie railed in .incsliun. Tin- s.|iiiitlers 
upon the P;Lseala<|na tims tijuri<l iheir titles of pos- 
session (irac'tieally iin(juesliijn!il)le, !is louir as tliey 
kept aloof from' >ia.ssaehusetts. Fioiii this was 



initiated a vigorous contest among the planters 
against the prosecution of Cajttain Wij^in'a ambi- 
tious designs, us a sequence of whicti resulted IiIh 
complete dejiosition from the ofHec of Governor, 
and the election of an independent government by 
the planters in the early jwrt of liiil?. 

ODIORNE'S POINT. 

This point of land, called by the first settlors 
Pannaway, slioidd he venei-ated, from the fact that 
it. ivas here where the white man tii'st set foot <m 
New Hampshire soil, and here |)lanted the seotU 
which have germinated into onr present robust civ- 
ilization. The engraving which shows this {K>i'tion 
of the const is from an old drawing made in ahotit 
l(i'>.'i. the original now lieingin tho English aivliives, 
an e.xact copy having Wen reproduee<l f(n' " Early 
Planting of New Hampshire," liy .lohn S, .lenness, 
from which wc have made an enlarged copy of this 
point and ininiediato surronndings as then existed. 

The old dniwing ceiiresents thri«' buildings an 
being here at that time: yet as to their identity we 
nnist <hfiw our own conclusions, inasnnich as the 
buildings were not designated. But we ai-e le<l 
to believe that the house at the right, near tho point, 
is the old Manor, as its location is correct to 
re|U'esenl that historic structure. The building at 
the left wo are c(mvinced is the olil h»g fcn-ti- 
ticittitni, for that t(ii> is situated in the right position 
to be readily i(h'ntitied as being the <dd "citadel 
of safety," rctcnvd to in history, Tlie building 
between these two wo know not of, unless it Ihj 
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the first Odiornc house, built by John Odiorne, who 
came to this point about that time and erected a 
house, known to have hecn .situated on about this 
spot. The little api)arent rise in jrround to the left 
of the fortress is probably " Flake Hill,'' for its loca- 
tion also is exact to rei)resent that important fish 
mart of nearly three hundred years airo. Tlie small 
tract of land on tJie extreme right is part of "(ireat 
Island," the water flowing l)etween it and the point 
is Little Harbor; the inlet or estuary flowing l)ack 
into the land, nearly forming an island of the point 
at high tide, is what is now known as Seavey's Creek. 

The Manor house stood on the crest of the hill, 
on the road leading toward the ocean, to the left, 
just before reaching the old Odiorne homestead. 

The road runs directly over the former site of 
the old Manor house, as will readily be observed at a 
glance upon turning to the photograph taken of the 
ancient site as it now is, looking toward the sea. 

Upon the left bank, at its highest jxunt, by the 
bush, is where one end of the old Manor house stood, 
and here scmie of its original foundation may yet 
be seen. Upon the right side of the highway, as 
now existing, the remaining end of the old Manor 
house rested. This l^ank is now in j)r()cess of exca- 
vation as a gravel pit, and when the writer was there 
the workmen were taking out the gravel for repair- 
ing the roads of Rye, and in making excavations, had 
reached what might have been an ancient cellar, for 
quite well down in the ground were found quantities 
of well-arranged, fair-sized rocks, with evident 
traces of decayed timbers, falling into dust, together 
with pieces of brick, wrought iron spikes, nails, etc., 



and at divers places old pieces of earthenware, pipes 
and many odd bits were uncovered. Quite a col- 
lection of the better specimens here offered were 
made ])y the writer and brought thence, as otherwise 
they would have ])een dumped in the road and for- 
ever lost, {IS doubtless were the remainder. No care 
or interest whatever aj)peared to be exercised in 
making any attem[)t to save "treasure trove," if any 
such were unearthed, or tlu' sliirhtest reirard i)aid to 
the consetjuent obliteration of ancient landmarks. 
The work of excavation was })ushed ruthlessly 
through, the spade, pick and shovel doing their in- 
exorable work in effectually scatterins: to the winds 
the vanishing relics lingering upon the site of that 
first structure luiilt by the white man in New Hamp- 
shire. 

Just beyond the site of the Manor house, close 
to a gnarled and scraggy tree, by the stone- wall, is the 
spot where, in the ancient settlement of Pannaway, 
stood the first smith's shop. Many of the adjacent 
stones of the wall |)r()claim their original positions 
in havinir formed the historic wall of the old smith's 
sho}), and some portion even of the original founda- 
tion wall yet remains. 

The ancient spring, whore, it is likely the adven- 
turers of that old time first slaked their thirst, upon 
their landing here, lies at the end of the road, on 
the beach, now covered with lichened rocks and 
bowlders, first [)laced there, doubtless, by the hand 
of man, in order that the road to the seashore miirht 
1)0 easier of access ; althouirh, since man beiran the 
work, old ocean has materiallv aided, until now 
nothing of the spring is to be seen save only that its 
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watei'M, trickling from umon<r the rocks, mn slowly 
to the sen. 

Ncjir tho end <tl the riiti<l, liofore one i-eachcs (he 
spring, if* the inoniinieiit recently erectc<l in cimi- 
memonition of the liiind of KiijrliHlinien, pioneers 
of N'ew HmnpsliiiT civilization, who ;iro supposed to 
have tirst landed near this spot, dodicutiiig this virjrin 
soil to tlic service of alarpcraiidfrreiitei- future than 
it hiul ever known l)ef<ire. 

Without preuuniinjr to exeivise the office of the 
critic, it way l>e riiud that the latter ))orttoii of the 
inscriptioi) Iwrne thei-eon np|>earM lo l>o a little 
dij^rcssion fnim the fac^tr), inasnnicli iw the lirst 
jdanterx of thirt shore journeyed hither nnder jrrunt 
of His Majesty, the Kinfr, as history indelilily 
records: "To found u Plantacon on Hit! river of 
Pascata*|ua, to cultivate tlic vine, discover mines, 
carry on the fisheries, and tnide with the nutives," 
and only incidentally "to conweratc this soil to the 
Hcrvico of God and liherty," as mi<rht l>est have 
Muited their convenience. 

Tho site of the old <i!"'risoii, or Iilock-house, 
the Inirial-ground, the ancient well, and the old lish 
"flukes" ui>on "Flake Hill." is next in order. 
Concerning these, it nmy tie siiid Hint the illuslrtilioii 
shown hci'ewith was taken on a stnnll ledire in the 
field. It little south of Mr. Odiorne's liarn. I'pon 
the extreme right is the liuri:il-|il.'u'e : upon the left 
tbc old well is to he found ; and near llie center, indi- 
cated by a cross (x). is ihe site ut the old iraiiison. 
or l>lock-h<uise : and upon Iho hill, si'<'ii on Ihc left, 
iteycnu) the well, is win re Ihe ])ioneer settlers placed 
their lish "Hakes." 



The old burial-ground, the oldest in the Slate, 
is the |)liU'e where lie the hones of those who auc- 
cumlicd to the hardships and privations of that tirst 
New England winter, an<l who tirsl set foot upon 
\cw Hampshire, soil in that niemorahle s]n'ing of 
the year of grsu'c, sixteen hundred and twenty -three. 

There aii- nltout foi-ty giiives to Ik- seen, with 
sim|)le bowlders, unmarked, nl tlie hesid and feet, so 
that the exercise of this well-kn<iwn hal>h of our 
forefathers affords no clue t<» those whose mortal 
part molders into dust heneatli each rude monu- 
ment: yet it is known, indis|)ufahly, that herein 
i-est the hones of those early )iiinu'ers. whose sinewy 
hands first "hhized" the primeval forest with the 
settler's axe. 

In this cemetery, by the ancient mounds, is 
a lai'gp walnut tree, which may l)e as old or (dder 
than the settlement, and n<i one knows hut this aged 
sentinel of the woodland was hen' and a witness to 
the scene as the first of thesniallluindof imniignints, 
yielding to the rigtu-s of a pioneer life, were laid ut 
rest in Ihe sand-s lieneath its prulecling Iiranches, 

The <dd gariisoii, or Mock -house, was used as 
a fiu-t ; also, proliidily, as a place of worshi)). Wo 
aie informed by Mr. Charles A. Odiorne. who re- 
sides in the old Odiorne honn-stead, Ihat his uncle, 
who helped remove the old forlification, told him 
that the liuihllng was siliiated in the field, as is indi- 
cjiled, about midway between the old burial-ground 
;ind Ihe well. The main part of the fortification was 
made of logs, and was of considerable dimensions, 
being sonu'wiial gieaterin lenglh than width. Upon 
op]Kisitc cornel's, the one looking towanl the Mamir 
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house and the other toward the fish flakes, were two 
embrasures for small cannon, doubtless the "cul- 
verin" or " saker " of the colonial dav, and for othei* 
purposes. These embrasures were substantially 
constructed either of Inick, or of stone and brick 
together. 

The old well lies just over the wall, which runs 
at ri<rht ani^les to the one liack of the old <i:«"'nson, 
upon the southeast side, and is yet in a good state of 
preservation. 

THE PARADE, OR MARKET SQUARE* 

Fnmi 17r)S the "Parade," as it is more fre- 
quently and properly called, was nearly filled by the 
old State House, until its removal in the latter part 
of 183«», leaving fortunately an open spiu*e in the 
business center of the town. 

On the east side, toward Daniel Street, was the 
town ))ump, which was also used as a whi])ping-post, 
where men and women, for minor offenses, weie 
tied and whipped on their bare backs, as late as 
17()4, and even afterwards, for we have the n^cord 
of a hostler in one of the stage stables being "jmlv 
lidy whipped at the pump with ten lashes on his 

l)are back" for stealimr a bucketful of AVest India 

I. 

rum from his employer. And also that of a woman 
for concealing and taking away a i)air of snuill shoes 
from a store, subse(|uent to this date. 

The street then was not so wide here as it now 
is, for the old P<^arse building, at the southeast 
corner of Daniel Street, extended, until the fire of 
1802, on a line with the City Building, twenty-five 



feet westward into the Parade, and also twelve feet 
north into Daniel Street. 

Formerly, on account of a led<;e, no carriaire 
couhl pass between the State House and the pro- 
jecting porch of the North Meeting-house. But 
later, probably about 178!), some of the ledge was 
taken away, and at odd tinuvs afterward until nearly 
all was removed except a little near the State House, 
which remained, thus making a street way on the 
south as well as on the north side of the building. 
The s(juare, from the North Meeting-house across, 
was at this point about one hundred feet in width. 

The name "Parade" was formerly given to the 
wide space in front of the i)ost-()fiice ; but after the 
removal of the State House the name was applied to 
th<^ s<iuan\ and very appropriately, for here the 
large |)rocessions w<»re formed, including the cele- 
brations of }s'):\ and IST.'i, when the "Sons and 
Daughters of Portsmouth" returned to the city. 

THE OLD STATE HOUSE. 

As shown by Hal(»s' .survey of lSi;i, this build- 
ing was thirty by eighty-four feet. The west end 
was on a line with the west side of High Street. It 
was built in 17r)S upon a l(Mljre of rocks occui)vin<r 
the center of the Parade (now Market S(|uare), bv 
order of the (icneral Assembly, in a resolve passed 
that year, em])owering Daniel Warn(»r, Henry Sher- 
burne and element March a connnittee to carry the 
same into execution. 

When first built, the easterly room was aj)pro- 
priated for the Council Chamber, the middle for 
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the House of Representatives, and the west for the 
{/ourtof Common Law. Afterward the Masons had 
the eastern chamber and the Fire Companies another 
room, while the Fire Department was in tlie lower 
story, which consisted of one immense rocmi. In 
the attic were several convenient connuittee rooms. 

On Novemher 1, IK);"), the dav the obnoxious 
Stamj) Act was to take effect, a novel though then 
solemn scene was here enacted. All the bells in 
town were tolliuir the death knell, the fla^s were at 
half-mast, evervthin<»: was draped as though for 
death, and people for miles around were congregated 
at and around the State Hou^e. At the aj^propriate 
time a funeral procession could be seen moving 
from the State House ])earing a coffin with this in- 
scription, "Liberty, aged 145.'' The procession, 
headed by two mutHed drums, beating the funeral 
march, paraded the streets ; as it passed the Parade 
minute-guns were tired, and upon arriving at the 
plsice for burial ap|)roi)riate services were held. As 
the coffin was being lowered into the gi*ave, shouts 
were heard that Li])ei'tv was not dead. The coffin 
was then raised, and Liberty was not put in the 
grave, but instead the detestable Stamj) Act itself 
was buried in its ])lace, the clods of earth were 
thrown upon it, and stamped in by the feet of Ijil>- 
erty's S(ins. The bells changed their doleful tone 
into a joyous peal, flags were raised to mast-head, 
the cannon echoed from hilltoi) to hilltop, and every- 
thing was changed to good cheer as the procession 
marched back to the livelv beat of the drums. 

Again, on the rei)eal of the Stamp Act, in 17(>(), 
this Squ!ire and House was the scene of another 



tremendous outburst of enthusiasm. A grand jn'o- 
cession marched through the streets, accompanied 
with the ringing of bells, tiring of cannon, beating 
of drums, and evervthinir calculated to increase the 
hilaritv of the occasion was indulii^ed in without 
restraint. Fireworks of an elaborate nature were set 
off ir) the evening, while in the State House were 
con<rre<rated all the diirnitaries and their friends, 
toasting to the joyful occasion and to those instru- 
mental in the repeal of the obnoxious Act. 

Gov. »John AV'ent worth, in IKu, was formallv 
inducted into office in this ])uilding, after a triumphal 
journey of marked at tent ion from Charleston, S. C., 
where he landed in March, to this town. He was 
met bv the mem])ers of the Cieneral Assemblv, and 
a grand militarv cavalcade from all the surroundinjr 
towns escorted him to the State 5Iouse, amid much 
enthusiasm, and with great i)omi), where the commis- 
sion api)()inting him ( J overnor a* 1 Commander-in- 
Chief of the province, and a coi-iUiission from the 
Lords of Admiralty ai)pointing 1 :im Vice Admiral, 
were publicly read to the assemblage by the High 
Sheriff. In the Council Chambc- he was formallv 

• 

introduced to the officers of State, and here the 
Governor, Council and other officers and irentlemen 
present i)artook of an elegant bancjuet i)rei)ared for 
the occasion. 

Tn the exciting times of the Revolution, en- 
thusiastic meetings were held here by the j)at riots. 
The Declaration of Inde|)endence having just b(»en 
issued, it was read to the excited inhabit,! nts from 
the balconv bv the Sheriff, John Parker. After the 
reading was finished, Thomas Manning, a dignitied 
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and spirited patriot, mount od tlic stops at llie west 
end and i)roi)osed that the name of "Kinjr Street" 
at once be elian<ied to "Coiiirress Street," wliieh 
was carried hv JtcH-'lttniation with loud huzzas. The 
steps from wliich Cai)tain Mannin<r made his historic 
proposition c:in now he seen in front of the Meservc- 
Wchster house on Vauirhan Stret^t. The east end 
steps are in front of the Treat homestead, on the 
north side of Deer Street, the third house east 
from Vauirhan Strei^t. 

In \1M, when the i)rovisi()nal arti(h*s of peju*e 
l)etween the United States and (treat Britain had 
been ratified by Congress, they were to be publicly 
proclaimed in each State by the Sui)reme Kxecutive 
Power thereof. Monday, April 2Sth, the President 
and Committee of Safety ai)pointed as the time for 
proelaiminfi: tlie same. The day was ushered in l)y 
the rinirin<r of bells: salutes of thirteen j!:uns were 
fired from the Foi-t, at Liberty Bridge, and Church 
Hill, to which Ilis Most Christian Majesty's shij), 
the "America," being in the harbor, responded. 
Patriotic services were held at the North Church, by 
the Kev. Drs. Haven and Buckminster, after which, 
at noon, the President of the State, oflicers of gov- 
ernment and others proceeded to the State House and 
from the balcony the Sheriff read the proclamation 
to a large assemblage of i)eople on the Parade, who 
received it with much iov and acclamation. An ele- 
irant dinner was served at the Assembly House, and 
also at the State House, and, according to Adanis' 
Annals, "at both places a numlx^r of i>atriotic toasts 
were drunk." In th(^ evening a s|)lendid ball was 
sriven at the Assembly House, which with the State 



House was beautifully illuminated, while supeib tire- 
works were displayed outside. 

In June, 1788, New Hampshire, being the ninth 
State to adopt the Federal Constitution, celebrated 
the event with great rejoicings. An inunense i)ro- 
cession, representing all the different trades, \n'o- 
fcssions and ciillings, assembled here, and from the 
Parade, headed by a band of music in an ofien coach, 
drawn by six decorated horses, marched through the 
princii)al streets, being saluted in the most (emphatic 
manner as it passed with all the enihusiasm that 
l)atriotic zeal could furnish, mingled with that of the 
noise and JK'damation characteristic of young Amer- 
ica on such occasions. In the evenin<»:, Nathaniel 
Adams, in the "Annals of Portsmouth," states that 
"the State House was beautifully illuminated with 
nine lights in each window, while a large company 
of ladies and gentlemen on the Parade wen» enter- 
tiiined with music from the l>alconv." In the 
year 1789 President Washinjrton was formally 
received by the citizens on the balcony over the 
eastern door. 

Previous to 1818 all the town-meet inirs and 
elections were held in this buildinjr. And within 
these walls have echoed the voices of many who hav(» 
gained distinction in the nation's councils, and that 
of one, beside President Washington, the highest 
within the gift of the people of this nation. 

In IH'M) th(» citizens subscribed seven hundred 
dollars to have the old building n»moved, and on 
Sei)t ember lOth the selectmen ordenul its removal 
within ninety days. The courts were afterwards 
held in the new Court House on Court Street. 
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Part of the old State House is still standing, 
altered into a dwelling-house, on the north side of 
('Ourt Street, midway between Atkinson and Water 
Streets. The old building has been very accurately 
reproduced, by a process of photography, especially 
for this book, and according to the t(»stimony of 
many old people, who can remember it distinctly, 
is correct, even to the small details. 



act. The predecessor of the First National Bank 
was the Piscata<iua Bank, incorporated in 1S24. 

In 1840 this l)ank hjul nine directors with only 
three different surnames: Samuel Hale, Samuel Vj, 
Coues, Sanmel Lord, William Stavers, William M. 
Shackford, William H. Y. Hackett, Ichabod Rollins, 
Ichabod Bartlett and Icha])od Goodwin, and there 
was no other Ichaiiod in the town. 



PORTSMOUTH SAVINGS AND FIRST 
NATIONAL BANK BUILDING- 

This is the oldest bank building built and con- 
tinuously occupied for banking i)ur))oses in the 
United States. It is situated on the east side of 
the Panwle. After the old irJiuibrel-roof dwellinir, 
occupied as a bank, was burned in the great tire of 
1H02, this buiUlintr was erected from desiijns bv 
Kliphalet Ladd for the New nami)shire Bank, which 
was incorporated Jamiary l\, 171^2, being th(* first 
bank estabb'shed in thi^ State. Its charter expired 
in 1S42. The pres<»nt New Hampshire National 
Bank was chart<'red with the name of " N<'w Hamp- 
shire Bank" bv the State iu isf),"). The chambers 
over th(» bank hav<» been occupitMl by the distin- 
jruished lawvers, »Ieremiah Mason, (Jovernor L<»vi 
Woodbury, and his pupil, VresichMit Kranklin Pierce. 

The present owners of the building are the 
Portsmouth Savings Bank, which was incorptu'ated 
in \X2l\ and is the old(*st savin^irs bank in the State, 
and the First National Bank, owniuir the eastern 
half; the latter was the tirst to tile its bonds in 
Washington in ]W:] under the National banking 



JEFFERSON MARKET AND HALL. 

In \Mi the hall was cut up and altered into 
city rooms, and in \>^1') the market was abolished, 
althou<rh the conditions of the sale of the land in 
\l\)\r were that the land should l)e used and occui)ied 
for a public markt^t i)lace for the town of Ports- 
mouth fon^ver. 

James (Jrouard fonnerly occupied an old house 
on the site of this building. II(» kei)t a hat store in 
front and let a large chamber over it for singing 
schools and other public uses. H(»re the tirst town 
school for girls was kept in 17^1, after which no 
school of the kiud was maintaiiUMl until IS IT). 

In 17m the town bouirht this lot of John 
Fisher, of Lon<lon, for four hundred and Hftv 
pounds and built a market with a town hall over it 
in 1S(M), which the next vear received \hv name of 
"Jefferson'' in honor of the newlv elected President. 
In l^<02 all but the lu'ick walls was consumed. In 
ISOl it was rebuilt. In iSls the hall was tirst used 
inst(*ad of the old State House for election })ur- 
l)oses, and town-meetings were h<*ld here until the 
adoption of the city charttT in 1S41». In 1S11> it 
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was used as the great Sunday-school room of Ports- 
mouth, which children of all parishes attended. 

When the two hundredth anniversary of the 
settlement of Portsmouth was celebrated, May 21, 
1823, two hundred gentlemen dined in the hall. 
In 1844 a public reception was given to Daniel 
Webster in Jefferson Hall. 

THE HUNKING WENTWORTH HOUSE 

Is situated on the corner of Church and (/Ongress 
Streets, next west of the North Church. Hunking 
Wentworth was the uncle of Governor John Went^ 
worth, and was a zealous patriot. The local Com- 
mittee of Public Safety held their meetings at 
this house. He was chairman of the Committee and 
obtained the signatures of four hundred and ninety- 
seven inhabitants to the Association Test of 17 76, 
promising that they would "at the risk of their lives 
and fortunes, with arms oi)pose the hostile pro- 
ceedings of the British fleets and armies against the 
united American colonies." They also reported the 
names of thirty-one inhabitants, the majority of 
whom refused to sign. He was an efficient friend 
of the American Revolution from the first agitation 
of the subject. So numerous were his relatives in 
official positions that in taking sides with the people 
he seemed to be but quarreling with his own family. 
His father, John Wentworth, had been Lieutenant 
Governor. His brother, Bcnning Wentworth, had 
been Governor, his nephew, John Wentworth, was 
then Governor, and his younger brother, Mark 
Hunking Wentworth, had refused to sign the Asso- 
ciation Test. 



THE ROGERS HOUSE. 

The house of Thomas Phipps, the first i)ublic 
schoolmaster in Portsmouth, was built on the lot 
west of the Hunking Wentworth dwelling, his being 
the first erected on the glebe land, and was there 
when the glelje land was plotted in 1 705 . In Octol)er, 
1704, the house of Rev. Nathaniel Rogers, on 
Pleasant Street (without much doubt the old Ei)is- 
copal parsonage), was destroyed by fire, three 
members of his family having perished in the 
flames. The next year the town voted Mr. Rogers 
one hundred and fifty pounds to assist in building a 
house on his own land, and it is said this was the first 
house in Portsmouth built with windows constructed 
for square panes of glass, instead of the small 
diamond shape. 

Mr. Rogers, the successor of the Rev. jVfr. 
Moody, was a son of President Rogers, of Harvard 
College. He accei)ted the offer of the parish in 
1697, at a salary of one hundred pounds and use of 
the glebe lands and parsonage. He remained pastor 
of the parish until his death in 1723. In some of 
the earlier histories of the town it was sfated that 
he was a direct descendant from John Rogers, the 
martyr, ])ut recent researches have i)roved otherwise, 
the details of which may l>e found in " The Direct 
Ancestry of the late Jacob Wendell,*' published by 
James Rindge Stanwood: Boston : 1882. 

Mr. Rogers was buried at the Point of (iraves, 
but the slate slab which was inserted in the monu- 
ment is illegible; the Latin inscription, however, is 
printed in full in Adams' Annals. The house and 
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lot were assiorned to Daniel Roji^ers in 1755 and 
rcniaincxl in the Rotifers faniilv, descendinir to Mary 
C. K()<ror3, nntil December 8, 187 U when it was 
sold by the executors to the jiresent owners. The 
old dwellinfi: was then raised and stores ])laeed 
Ijeneath. See page 1>^5. 

THE FREEMAN BLCKX. 

This building, situated east of the National 
Block, stands (»n the site of the house built by 
Charles Treadwell in 1721) on a lot leased to him 
that year by the wardens of the parish for nine 
hundred and ninety-nine years for fifteen shillings 
annually. Mr. Treadwell came from Ips\vi<'h, Mass., 
in 1724. Mrs. Treadwell was a remarkable woman, 
energetic, intelligent and obliging, who, with her 
husband, carried on an extensive business in pro- 
visions and furnishing goods, and ac(|uired a large 
fortune, with which thev built scmie of the best 

• 

houses in Portsmouth. Her portrait, undoubtedly 
by Coi)ley, is preserved by one of her descendants. 

NATIONAL HOTEL. 

This house stood on the corner of Fleet and 
Contjress Streets ; it was ])uilt by Mr. Treadwell for 
his (mly daughter, about 1745, who married Dr. 
Ammi R. Cutter. Dr. Cutter became a surgeon in 
a New Hampshire regiment and served through the 
French and Indian War. He was at the capture of 
Louisburg in 175S, and served during the Revo- 
lutionary War. In 18ii7, John K. Robinson mlver- 



tised that he luul taken the Mansion House, and 
renamed it the Temi)erance Mansion House, and 
that it w-ould be kept as a temperance house. The 
building, including the stone stable in the rear, 
was purchased from Daniel R. Rogers, who in 1841 
owned the scjuare bounded by Congress, Church, 
Warren and Fleet Streets. The house was after- 
ward called the City Hotel, and then the National 
Hotel. It was burned in December, 1877, and the 
National Block was erected on its site. 



THE DEAN BUILDING- 

On the southwest corner of Fleet and (congress 
Streets is a irambrel roof dwellin<i: which was built 
soon after the i>eace of 178*5 by Nathaniel Dean. It 
was also occupied by Willis Barnabec, the father of 
the famous sinofer, Henry Clav Barnabec. The 
house of the eccentric Dr. Moses formerly stood on 
this site, and at the time of the Revoluti(m Ma'am 
Moses, the widow of Dr. Moses, kept a school 
here. The house was one storv, with two rooms, 
one occupied by the father, mother and nine chil- 
dren : in the otluu* the cow was kept. The building 
was owned and ()ccu])ied for many years, and until 
recentiv, ))v (ieorge W. Plunnner, a baker. 



THE MACKLIN LOT. 

The middle lot, between Fleet and Chestnut 
StriH'ts, was leased Hrst in 1 712 to (^)t. Richard 
(ierrish, then in March, 17.*)(). to Robert Macklin, a 
baker, who lived to the aire of 11'). He afterward 
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occupied a Imildinfj on tlio site of Congress Block, 
on the op{)08ite side of the {street. He bought liis 
flour in Boston, a distance of sixty-three miles. He 
used to walk thither, going one day and n^turning 
the next, even when past eighty years of age. In 
ITtJl, this lot wns leased to James and Matthew 
Haslett, leather dressers and deah^rs in wool, whose 
(|uaint sign of a )»uck an<l a glove, with tin* date 
17<5t», was rc]>roduce<i in the JW'//* llampshh'p 
(tdzt'tte in 17()7, it being the first newspaper adver- 
tisement illustrated with a cut in New Ilanipshirc. 

On the next lot, on tlu* corner, there stood orig- 
inally a tine irambrel-roof buildinir, owned by the 
Boyd family. From 1780 to 17IM), Robert (Jerrish 
l)rinte<l the Xar Ihunpshlrt' Mcvriinj in this build- 
ing. John Mclcher, who was an apprentici* of 
Robert Kowie, and suc<*ee<h*d him in the AV//* 
Hamptihlre (}uzf'H(\ afterward ])ul)lished the paper 
in this building; subse<|uently he juirchased the 
house, which was burned in 11S7»). Formerly the 
waters from the North Pon<l, at times, exten<led to 
this corner, an<l \\w front <loor to the house had 
fcmr steps to the former level of the stri^et. 

THE TEMPLE. 

In the snowstorm vi(»w taken February 17, 18(17, 
the d(mie of the Temple can be s(»en, and it is the 
only view that can b(» found, showing the old hall of 
entertaiimient. 

The site at the coriu^r of Chestnut and Porter 
Streets was formerly occu])ied by the tirst Ports- 
iiumth almshouse buildimr in 171t), and used until 



1 755, being the tirst almshouse erected in the country. 
Chestnut Street was then named Prison Lane, and 
Fetter Lane was the i)redecessor of Warren and 
Porter Streets. The original names were very ap- 
propriate, as the jail stood at the corner of the two 
lanes. The Temj^le was built in 18(KJ by the Free 
Will Baptist Society and was useil until 1S44 as 
their place of worship, when the Washingtonian 
Temperance* Society remodeled it for a Icctun* room. 
The scats were arranged as an amphitheatre without 
a irallerv. After its destriution by tire in l)eceml)er, 
l87tl. Music Ilall was ereeted on the site, and opened 
in January, 1878, beinir remodeled in l!KH. Ke- 
turninir from Chestnut Strec^t to the north side of 
Couirress Strec^t, on \\\i> corner of Fleet is 

FRANKLIN BLCXX. 

The site of this block, in the early i)ai't of the 
last century, was ()ccui)ied by two dwellings, l)uilt 
by Lansrh'V Boardman ; they were soon after con- 
verted into a tav(»rn known as the Portsmouth Hotel 
and Stage House. 

Tlu» part on the corner of Fleet Street (then 
Mason Street ) in 18 ID was removed and the brick 
structure known as Franklin Hall erected, con- 
tainiuir a hall for assemblies, with a sprinsr floor, the 
Masons occupying the upper rooms. 

On May 21, l8-j;i, nearly four hundred people 
were lu-esent at a l»all c(»lebiating the two hundredth 
anniversary of the iirst settlement of New Hampshire. 
The majority of the 4(H) ( mnnerically and socially) 
present inscribinl their names and ages on a i)arch- 
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ment still preserved in the Athenaeum, where may 
be read the names of Daniel and Grace Webster, 
Jeremiah and Mary Mason, the families of the 
Wendells, the Sheafes, the Wentworths, the Rices, 
and all the names prominent in the history of the 
town, which certainly included the descendants of 
the guests at the wedding of Governor Wcntworth : 

"He had invited all his friends and peers, — 
The Pepperels, the Langdons and the Lears, 
The Sparhawks, the Fenhallows and the rest; 
But why repeat the name of every guest?" 

Lafayette held a reception here September 21, 
1824, at which thirty soldiers of the Revolution who 
had served under him were present. 

Between the years of Stavers' "Flying Coach" 
and that of railroads, this tavern was the head- 
quarters for the coaches which ran l>etween Boston 
and Portland. Here was the booking office for the 
large town and smaller country stages ; and from 
here John Mendum, Robert W. Annable, Sherburne 
Somerl)y, Willis Barnabee and other knights of the 
whip, drove to Boston, Concord and Portland, the 
fare being about three dollars per trip. 

BELL TAVERN- 

The front of this old tavern projected into the 
street and was situated on the site of the buildincr 
now occupied by C. H. Clark and others, next west 
of Conorress Block. It was built bv Paul March in 
1743, who was a merchant of means and married a 
daughter of John Newmarch, who resided next door. 
This house was kept, previous to the Revolution, 



by John Greenleaf . From a post in front of the 
house he hung the sign of the '' Bell," painted blue, 
famous in after years. At this tavern, during the 
Revolution, the Patriots made their headquarters, 
and here laid their plans for future execution, while 
the Tory party asseml)led at the "Earl of Halifax 
Tavern," on Court Street. When the French fleet 
was in the harbor, in 1782, Marquis de Chastelleaux, 
who was the commander, lioarded at this house while 
he remained in town. 

The walls of this old house prol)ably have l>een 
witness to many interesting incidents of bygone 
days, and if all were known, volumes could l>e writ- 
ten revealing things we know not of. The Probate 
Court for many years held their sessions in this 
house. Until lHf)2 it was kept as a tavern, and at 
that time was changed into dwellings, and in 1867 
was destroyed by fire, and the l)rick block erected 
on the site. 

A guest at the old Bell Tavern wrote : " It was 
not a beautiful structure. An architect would not 
hold it up as a model. It had no stately columns or 
pillars, dome or tower, l>ut it had a history and hal- 
lowed memories, which are more significant and 
enduring.'* 

CONGRESS BLOCK. 

In 173s a house was destroyed here by fire 
which had been occupied by Robert Mack lin, the old 
baker. Soon after the tire a part of the old meeting- 
house at the South Mill-dam was removed to this 
spot and converted into a dwelling l)y John New- 
march. It was afterward occupi^ by his son-in-law, 
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Richard Billings, who wiis clerk at one time for 
John Hancock ; and his old master used to honor 
him with a call when he came down from Boston in 
his coach. Mr. Billings was elected clerk of the 
Brick Market when it was opened in 1800. . 

In 1846 the Billings house was taken down, and 
Frederick W. Kogers, having bought the timber, 
removed it to Jackson Street, where he used the 
lumber in building a cottage, it being the first house 
on the east side of the street, about one hundred 
feet in from the entrance, near the railroad tracks, 
and sits end to the street, this l)cing the only known 
remains of the "Old Meeting-house." 

Congress Block was J>uilt on the site of the 
Billinors house. The block was seriouslv damajred 
by fire in 18(54, but was rebuilt, the ui)i)er stories 
l)eing occupied l)y the Masons. 

THE FAY BLOCX. 

There formerlv stood on the northwest corner 
of Congress and lli<rh St relets a three-storv frame 
building which was ()ccui)icd for many years by 
Dominick Peduzzi, a confectioner, and in one of the 
rooms was held the first Roman Catholic service 
in the city. The building was taken down in 1H!M). 

PEIRCE BLOCK. 

On the northeast corner of Iliirh Street and 
Market Square is the brick building known as the 
"Peirce Block." John Peirce came to this count rv 
a!>out 1700, lie kept a store in his house on this 



site, and the present three-story 1)uilding was erected 
in 1804 by his descendants, who still own the prop- 
erty. 

The next building, so long occupied by William 
P. Walker, is also still in the hands of the descend- 
ants of the original owner, having passed to the 
seventh generation without a deed. It was occupied 
for fortv years bv the Portsmouth Bank, which was 
organized in 1803, i)rincipally that the New Hamp- 
shire Fire & Marine Insurance Company, which oc- 
cupied the Athenaeum Building adjoining, might 
have a safe {)lace to keep their stocks and moneys. 
A portion of the original safe is still in the building. 

In the rear of these buildings, and opening on 
Hiirh Street, was Nelson's Lane, now built over bv 
the new Peirce Block, and led up to the rear of 
Walker's store. When dijrffino: for the foundation 
of Peirce Block, there was found the site of the fort 
formerly erected there, which was a part of the line 
of fortifications surrounding: Strawberrv Bank. 



THE ATHENAEUM. 

After the dostnurtion hv fire of tlio Portsmouth 
Librarv th<'re was no institution of the kind in the 
town until 1817, when, upon fJune iMHh of that year, 
by an act of the New Hampshire Legislature*, a cor- 
poration was created under the title of "The Pro- 
l)rietors of the Portsmouth Athcna'um.'' It is 
owned in one hundred shares, and i)ossess<'s a valu- 
al)le lil»rarv of over twentv thousand volumes. This 
is in no sense a public library, as only the shan'- 
holders can use the books. In 1S40 the number of 



27 




TIIK ATIIEN'AKI'M. 



volumes contained in the library airjri'^'crJitocl five 
thousand, and in 18(54 that nmnher was doubled. 
The pj'esent luulding was erected by John Peirce, 
in 180*^, for the use of the New Hanii)shire Fire and 
Marine Insurance Co., which was failevl by the War 
of 1812, and was })urchased by the Atheiueuni cor- 
poration in 1817. 

The library possesses many rare imprints, and 
is especially stroni^: in works of the early (ieor«rian 
l)eriod. It also owns a valuable collection of pam- 
plilets and manuscripts of the Provincial (hiy. Its 
rein*esentation is also rich in material pertainin<j: to 
early New Hampshire history, and of the towns 
therein embraced. It has been the recipient of many 
leiracies of valuable books, amoni:: the more valuable 

of which mav be mentioned, the beaut if ullv bound 

.■ • 

library of the late Benjamin T. Tredick, of Phila- 
deli)hia, of over fifteen hundred volumes, and the 
library of the late Charles Levi Woodburv, received 
in 18!>1). 

The first annual mcetinufof tire proprietors of 
the Portsmouth Athemcum was held in flanuary, 
l8llL All of the one hundred shares, (»\ccptini^ 
eitfht, had been sold, and four hundred an<l ei<rhtv- 
two volumes ac(juired by aift or purchase. 'Vlw 
(H)rporation or<rani/ed with Nathaniel Adams as Pres- 
ident, with John Pitman, (ieorLre Jaffrey and 
Nathaniel A. Haven as Directors, and 1'imothv 
Farrar as Secret a rv and 1'ieasurer. 

« 

For more than fifteen years it was the custom 
of the Board of Directors to present at the annual 
nieetini!^ a report which, besides iriviuir an accurate 
statement of the condition of the institution, con- 



tained a more or less elaborate exposition of the 
value of the books embraced in the collections of the 
Atheiueum. Urirent appeals for new subscriptions 
and for gifts of books appeared in each report, on 
the <»round that an institution like the Athemeum 
is a public benefit, an important means of intellectual 
improvement in the community, as well as a credit 
and ornament to the town. 

In the a!)ove reports the fact is emphasizinl that 
the Athen.'cum is a public library. This seems 
stranir(\ when it is remembered that the use of the 
books owned bv the institution has alwavs been 

« • 

strictiv limited to stockholders and their families, or 
those to whom thev mav have t(MU])orarilv assiiriu'd 
their riirhts. 

MARKET STREET. 

Hiinnin<f nciulv noitli iVoin the Panulo is Market 
Street, formerly "Paved" Street, so-called from its 
stone pavinij: laid in 17()7, being the first pavement 
in the town. From Bow Street to the ferrv it was 
called "Fore" Street. 1'lie lire of 1«S02 started in 
the New llam|)shire Bank Buildinir on the site now 
occupied bv the First National l^ank, :in<l dest roved 
all the buiidiuii's on both sides of Market Stre(»t to 
the Ladd house: all those on the west end of Bow 
Street, and on both sides of Ladd Street, except 
one, were consumed. Miirket Street then was verv 
narrow, but its width was more tliiin doubled as 
shown bv the i)lan made in Januarv, 180.'), "with 
lines di'awn bv the direction of theCienn. Selectmen," 
recentiv remounted and ])reserved in the citv rooiiH. 



29 



This street was ai'ched with evergreen on the 
first return of the "Sons of Portsmouth" in 1858. 
In the second storv of the second huildin<>: on the 
west side of the street, now occupied by II. Peyser 
& Son, was the law office of Daniel \Vel)ster. (See 
page 182). 



MECHANICS & TRADERS NATIONAL BANK 

BUILDING. 

On the southeast corner of Connnercial Alley 
and Market Street was the house formerly oc*cu[)ied 
by Benjamin Dearborn, the inventor of the famous 
Dearl)orn Patent Balances. In this house he kept a 
private school, admitting both boys and girls, it 
being the first in which girls could attend, thus 
recognizing the fact that girls should, as well as boys, 
receive some attention in educational matters. 

This house was built in IToO l)y a Mr. Robinson 
who came here from Kngland with his daughter 
Mary, then only a child, living here hai)i)ily for 
several years; but unfortunately the father died, 
leaving: the <>:irl, then a voun<r ladv, alone with but a 
guardian, and between the short-sighted kindness of 
an indulirent father and the lonir-visaired treachery 
of a faithless guardian, poor "Molly'' came to grief. 

A full relation of this incident can be found in 
the "liambles," Vol. I., i)age 302. 

The h(mse was destroyed by the fire of 1802. 
The i)redecess()r of the Mechanics and Traders 
National Bank was the Commercial Bank, chartered 
in 1825. 



SPRING MARKET. 

From the very earliest settlements this rise of 
land from the river has been called "Spring Hill," 
and the unfailing spring of water flowing from 
the rocks near its base, inspired the name. For- 
merly, at very high tides, it is said the water flowed 
over it. In hiter years the water from the spring 
was conducted to the river through a log a<jueduct. 

In 17()1, the town built a market house at the 
spring one story high, facing on Market Street, and 
about thirty-five years afterward moved it down over 
the river, enlarging it to nearly twice its former 
size, halving about one-half of the building open on 
two sides and one end, for the accommodation of 
the country i)eoi)le who came here with their farm 
products to sell. S(mie of the timbers in the exten- 
sion came from the old Durham church, under which 
the powder was stored when seized and removed 
frcmi Fort William and Mary, in December, 1774. 

In former times Spring Market was the great 
resort for countrv traders from Kitterv and Kliot, 
the wouKMi rowinjr across the river in their own 
boats with loads of fruit, vegetables and farm i)rod- 
uce. From here and near-by wharves, packets with 
latteen sails foruKTly left at the i)r<)per tide with 
freiirht and nasseuirers dailv, Sundays excepted, for 
Berwick, Dover, Durham and Newmarket, and once, 
and sometimes twice a week, tor Exeter. The fare 
was twelve and a half cents. 

In 18:^4, the steamer "P(n-tsmoutir left the Sheafe 
Wharf, foot of Deer Street, three times a week for 
Boston, fare !?1.50 ; and there were regular trii>s of 
schooners to Boston, New York and Philadelphia. 
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CAPTAIN SAMUEL CUTTS HOUSE. 



This house was sitiiatod luidwav hetwcon the 
corner of I laiiovor Street (formerly Cross Street) 
and the Moffat lioiise. on the h)t when* the ohl 
furniture ston^ huihiinir was torn down in 11M)1. 
Here nssided Sanuu^l Cutts, a dinrt deseenchmt of 
Robert Cutt, who was a rich nierehant and ship- 
owner at the time of the Kevohition, his wharf heiuir 
opi)()site to his hous(». lie was a member ot the 
New Hampshire Assemlily in 177(>, and was one of 
the eonnnittee of thr<»e appointed to (h'aw up the 
New Hampshire declaration of the " Bill of Ki<rhts," 
set tin«r forth the sentiments of the people and in- 
struetin<i: our dele<rates to th(» Continental Conirress 
to join with other eolonies in proelaimin<r the inde- 
|)cndeneeof theeountrv from (ireat Britain. It was 
to Captain Cutis that Paul Revere brought a letter 
of warninor from the Bo>ton Patriots. In (iovernor 
Wentworth's letter of December 1(>, 1771, he wrote 
in reference to tlu» attack on the fort at Newcasth*: 
"The ju'esent distractions se(»m to have burst forth 
by means of a letter from William Cooper to Sam- 
uel Cutts, delivered here on Tui^sdav last i». m., bv 
Paul Kevere/* 

On December l/>, 1774, Paul Revere took his 
FIKST historic ride, and while it mav not have been 
so far reachin<r in importance as hi.s later one, yet it 
is deservin<j: a prominent place in American history, 
as it led to the attack on Fort William and Mary, 
and securin*^ tlu^ powder, a i)ortion of which was 
concealed under the Durham Meetin<r-house, and 
afterward used at the Battle of Bunker Hill (as 



related elsewhere), this being the first overt act of 
armed hostility eonunitted against (treat Britain by 
the Colonists, and was the beiriinnn<r of the lon<; 
struggle, which resulted in the indep(»ndence of and 
the birth of the United States of America. 



THE MOFFAT HOUSE. 

On the w(»st side of Market Street, midway 
between Hanover and Deer Streets. Built by Cap- 
tain •John Moffat, in 17().'), for his son Sanuud. 
Captain Moffat was born in Hertfordshire, Kngland, 
in 1(>!I2, and tirst rimw to this countrv as ( 'onnnander 
of one of the King's mast-ships, which, in those days, 
were accustomed to take in their cartroes of masts 
for the Roval Navv, at the Cove, later known as 
Pepperreir^ Cove, at Kittery Point. Cai)tain Moffat 
married Catheriiu\ daughter of Robert Cutt, 2d, by 
whom he had a numerous familv. He settled in 
Ptu'tsmouth, becoming an opulent nu^rchant. His 
son, Sanuud Cutt Moffat, married (Feb. 1, 17t)4) 

Sarah Catherine, dauirhter of Colonel John Tufton 

> 

Mason, and thev were the irrandfather and ijrand- 
mother of Maria Tufton Haven, wife of Alexander 
Ladd. Sanuu'l Cutt Moffat irraduated at Harvard 
Cniversity in 17r)8. He was bred up as a merchant 
in th(» count ini^-house of his father, and it was then 
that he built for his son this conunodi<)us and still 
eleirant old mansion-house, at that time the wonder 
of the town, which was most elaboratelv furnished 
throuirhout. 

« 

At his marriage, Sanuiel Cutt Moffat occupied 
the mansion, doing business as a shii)-owner and 
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impoilor of goods from England ; l)iit in the spring 
of the vear 17t)S he failed in business and as a result 
was compelled to fly from his creditors and country 
to the West Indi(»s, to avoid the severe debtor laws 
wliich were at that time in force in England and 
the (yolonies. Soon after his departure his father, 
who had made him lari'e advances, attached all his 
property, on which he recovered judgment. The 
whole was subsenucntiv bid in for his father, beinir 
at a price hiirher than anv one else would irive. 
Captain Moffat took possession of the property, in- 
cluding the furniture, and moved from his house on 
Buck (now State) Stre(»t, into the h()us(\ Here his 
dauirhter-in-law, Mrs. Sanuu»l C Moffat, and her 
children continued to live with him, toijethcr with 
his own daughter, Catherine, afterward the wife of 
(icneral Whip))ljj; and here Mary Tufton, the third 
child i)i Sanuu»l and Sarah (Wherine Moffat, was 

born Julv S, 17<)^<. Mrs. Mottat followtvl her hus- 

« 

band the next vear, and sailed for St. Kustatius on 
July 1, 17<>i^ with her oldest daughter, Klizabeth: 
but the daught<»r, Mary Tufton, lived with her grand- 
father until his death, and tluMi with hvv aunt 
( Madam Whip[)le) until she married Dr. Xalhaniel 
Ai)plet(m Haven, at the age of eighteen, April 2'), 
17«i;. 

Samuel Cutt Moff.it, lonir before the ch'ath of 
his father, had removed from St. Kustatius to tlie 
then new Dutch settlement of Demarara, where he 
commenced and made a good progress in a cotton 
and coffee plantation, from which he was fast ac<|uir- 
ing wealth, when Ik^ was sudden! v arrested bv death, 
in the vear 17S(), his familv later returniuir here. 



Catherine, John Moffat's younger daughter, 
married C'aptain William Whipi)le, her cousin, after- 
ward (ieneral Whipple, of the Continental Army, 
who became verv distinmiished in th<» historv of New 
Hampshire, and connnanded th(» First New Hamp- 
shire Brisrade in the War of the Revolution, while 
he was also a signer of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence. He later served as Judge of tlu^ Superior 
Court of New Hami)shire an<l as a Delegate to the 
first Provincial ('Ongress. fieneral Whipple lived 
in the Moffat house with his father-in-law, then in 
the dcH'line of life, and the larire horse-chestnut tree 
in the vard was i>lanted bv him. Here (ieneral 

t la- 

Whipple died of a disease* of the heart, very sud- 
denlv, November 10, 17S.') aijed tiftv-tive vears, 
leaving no living chihhen or issue. Madam Whij)- 
l)le, his widow, survived him many years. 

Captain John Moffat lived to the advanc(Ml age 
of nin(»tv-four vears, and died Januarv 22, MM, 
For s<»veral y<*ars previous to his (h'C(>as(» he had iK»en 
both blind an<l verv (h'af. A \on<i litijration resulted 

a- ^ r~ 

in the i)roce(Hlings incident to the settlement of Cap- 
tain MotYat*s estate, b(»tween the executors and the 
heirs, Hon. Jeremiah Mason for the ])laintiffs, and 
Thomas L. Flwvn for the defen<lants. The Court 

ft 

decided that the proceedings of the executors in the 
sail* of the property were illegal and fraudulent, and 
iudirment was sriven in favor of Robert C. Moffat, 
sou of Samuel, and in the name of his attornev he 
was em])owered to enter upon and take* i)ossession of 
the property. At this time Madam Whipple removed 
to her farm n(»ar the Plains, where she died sonu* 
years later. Dr. Nathaniel Appleton Haven soon 
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after purchased the estate of Rolwrt C. Moffat, and 
afterward, partly by his deed and partly by his will, 
he gave it to his oldest daughter, Maria T. Ladd, 
wife of Alexander T^add, ])v the descendants of 
whom it is yet occupied. 

The architecture of this Iwautiful building is of 
the highest type ; its spirit is that of the best which 
has been beiiueathed to us from the Provincial 
period. Large and generous in its proportions, the 
mansion was the first of the square, three-story type 
erected in the State, of which it mav be esteemed 
an unusually completi* exampl(^ It is related that 
the lines of the hall are reproduced from those 
shown in the house occupied by (captain Moffat's 
father in England, while the carved wooden nuintel- 
piece in the parlor is a genuine bit transferred in its 
entirety from the same building, the elaborate flori- 
ated work upon which is attributed to the celel»rated 
architect, (irinling Gibbons, who flourished in KWWI. 
Upon the walls of the hall hang excellent portraits 
in oil, representing seven generations. 

General AVhipple had two slaves. Prince and 
(\iffee, ))rought fnmi Africa prior to 17(>(), when 
they were a}K)ut ten years of age. Aft(^r (ic^iieral 
Whipple's death they lived in a small house on land 
given them, at thc^ foot of the garden, on High 
Street. C'uft'ee resided here until ]H:\2, Prince was 
with his master at the capture of Burgoyne, and for 
his services was given his freedom ])apers. 

NOAH PARKER HOUSE 

Is situated next north of the Moffat house. The roof 
of this house, made with a double pitch, is called a 



gambrel roof. The oldest houses in the city gener- 
ally had steep roofs. The gambrels came into 
fashion as early as 1720 and went out after the 
Revolution, when the large, square, three-story 
houses with flat roofs liecame the rage, a great many 
bein«: built in the citv between 1790 and 18H0. 

Rev. Xoah Parker was the rirst Universalist 
minister in Portsmouth, and for him the church in 
Vaughan Street, afterward called the Cameneum, 
was built in 17S4. He moved into this house durinjr 
the Revolution, after selling his residence on Ark 
Street, and died here in 1787. 

■'Adams' Annals'' says "he was a black and white 
smith.'' The house was afterward owned and occu- 
pied ])V John N. Frost. 

THOMAS SHEAFE HOUSE. 

Situated on the southwest corner of ^larket and 
Deer Streets. It was built and formerly occupied 
bv Thcmias Sheafe, son of Jacob Sheafe. In 1708, 
the ship "Mentor," belonging to Mr. Sheafe, with 
John Flagg master, arrived in a short passage from 
Martinique, when* the yellow fever had been raging. 
The ship was discrlijirofinnr her cariro at Shejife's 
AVharf, whicli was nearly o])|)osite his house : the 
fever was aboard and several of the workmen became 
infected. The disease spread rapidly, and during^ 
August and September nearly one hundred persons 
were stricken with the maladv, of which Hftv-fivc 
cases prov(*d fatal, three of which were from the 
familv of ^Ir. Sheafe. The district in that locality 
was deserted, and many families left town. Aguaixl 
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was placed around the infected district, and all who 
die<l were Imried in one connnon ji^rave in the North 
Buryinfr-ground. I^ike the burial of Sir John 
Moore, they were hurried off "at dead of night, with 
the lantern dimly burninir.'' 

GOVERNOR VAUGHAN HOUSE. 

Until a few years ajjo there stocwl on tlie north- 
west corner of Deer and Market Streets a house that 
was the former residence of Ge()r<re Vau<rhan, <rrand- 
son of Richard Cutt. lie was connnissioned Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of New Hampshire in 1715, and in 
1717 was superseded in office by Lieut. -(iovernor 
John Wentwoilh. He died in December, 1724. 

In lt)U8 Mr. Vaughan was livinir here with his 
bride, the sister of (iovernor Belcher, of Maine. 
His son William, who was the first projector of the 
Louisburg expedition in 1745, was born in this house 
in 1703, and died in London in 174(). The house 
degenerated into a disreputable boarding-house, and 
after a mob of men and boys had broken the windows, 
the house was jnilled down about iSiJl. 

The Vaughan family tomb is at the Point of 
Graves, on the extreme westerly side. 

GREEN STREET CEMETERY. 

Prominent among the first settlers on the Pas- 
cataqua were three brothers from Wales, John, 
Robeil and Richard Cutt. 

AVhen New Hami)shire, by action of the towns 
of Portsmouth, Dover, Exeter and Hampton, Ijccame 
sei)arated from Massachusetts, under a provincial gov- 
ernment of their own, the connnission issued by King 



Charles the Second, which went into effect January 
21, lOHO, named John Cutt the first President. He 
was the tirst connnander, in 1<J<»(), of the primary 
fortification on the present site of Foil Constitution, 
which mounted eleven six-pounders in 1<)80. The 
greater part of the land now comprising the ccmipju't 
part of the city was owned by him and his brother 
Richard, their holdings being the largest of any in 
Portsmouth. 

The site of President (Pitt's house was probalily 
about where the stone store on the east side of 
Mark(^t Street now stands. The familv cemetery 
was situated in his orchard, enclosed bv a wall of 
"lime and stone" as directed by the President's will, 
made in 1()80. About twentv-five years a<ro the 
remains were removed to a lot in the South Ceme- 
tery, on the east side, south of the pond, where the 
monuments may be seen in a good state of preserva- 
tion, the oldest inscription being on that of his first 
wife's, "1<)74.'' (Treen Street now runs thrtmgh 
what was President Cutt's orchard and burial- 
ground. 

After the siege of Louisburg, in 1745, the Cutt 
family added an "s" to their name, (ireen Street 
was named for Mark W. (ireen, a soldier of the 
Revolutionarv AVar, who carried on a larire boat 
building shop at its junction with Vaughan Street. 

STONE STORE 

Ls situated on the east side* of Market Street, near 
Russell Street. The site of this building is proln 
ablv the spot where the house of President Cutt 
stood, and during the Revolution the custom house 
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and post-office were situated here. It was kept from 
1778, until his death in IIW, hy Kleazer Russell, 
who performed the duties of hoth collector and post- 
master, it l)ein<>:for several years the only post-office 
in New Hampshire, the collector, at that time l)efn«r 
called naval officer. Kussell Street was named 
for him. He contributed to Belknap's History of 
New Hami)shire statistics of foreign commerce of 
Portsmcmth, sliowin<r an aveni<re of over one hundred 
entrances and one huiuh'ed and fifty clearances of 
vessels each year. See pa^e 184. 

NORTH FERRY. 

Previous to 1822, when the Portsmouth Bridge 
was built, there was a regular ferry running from 
the wharf, noilh of the stone store on Market Street, 
to Rice's Wharf in Kittery, situated at the end of what 
was called Love Lane. The town obtained the pro- 
prietorship of this ferry in 1722, as the result of a 
suit, and let it out by lease. After the building of 
the bridge, the ferry was practically discontinued, 
the proprietors of the bridge paying Alexander Rice 
$4,000 for his loss of the ferry. 

Some thirty vears asro the Concord Railroad 
was <n*anted bv the citv the use of this water-way to 
extend their wharf over it, on ccnidition that tiie 
railrojul during their occupancy, should k(»ei) in the 
dock of the wharf, then called Pray's Wharf, a good 
and safe landing stage for the acconnnodation of 
those of our neighbors who visited us by water. 
Our citv authorities should keep a watchful eye on 
this property. 



PORTSMOUTH BRIDGE. 

Built in 1822 and inc(n*|K)mted in June, 1823, 
with a capital of $r>i>,()()(). That part of the bridge 
between Noble's Island and Kittery is atoll-bridge 
and is about 1,700 feet long. The water, for a 
greater i)art iu?.ross the river, is over Hfty feet deep 
at low tide. The craft fornu^rlv used on the river 
were, in gre^t part, constructed with latteen sails, 
having slioil masts and very long yards, I)eing 
well calculated and especially adapt e<l for the puiiM)se 
of spreading a great extent of sail, and allowing 
them to pjiss freely under the bridge without hin- 
drance. A noted feature of this river in those days 
were these picturesque boats, which could l>e seen 
in considerable numl)ers in the busy season of local 
freijrhtiuir. This latteen rxix ^vas not connnon. Polls- 
mouth being about the only place in America whei-e 
it was used, or in fact re([uired. 

Returning to l)e(»r Street, passing the Vaughan 
house site, the tirst buildinir of any interest is the 

DEER TAVERN* 

The third house from Market Street, on the 
north side of Deer Street, was once a tavern with the 
siirn of a deer, and from this house the street derived 
its name. It was built by John Newmarch, a son 
of Kev. John Newmarch, of Kittery. lie was a 
merchant who lived on the site of Conirress BlcK^k. 
The next house on the west has on the chimney 
on the eastern end the date 170.'). This house also 
was built by John Newmarch, whose wife was a 
sister of Sir AVilliam Pepperrell. 
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HART HOUSE. 

This old rosidoncc is in tlie rcsar of the larjjjc 
garden, the house fronting on Kussell Street. It 
was built in 1737 by Captain John Collings. It 
remained almost unclianged in the family for five 
generations. Captain Collings had, it is said, a very 
intelligent house servant named Csesar, and by him 
the parlor was nicely tinished. For nmny years it 
was the residc^nee of the venerable Richard Ilart, 
and one of his daughters, who married Oliver W. 
Penhallow, lived therc^ afterward. Miss II. L. Pen- 
hallow, the dauirhter of (). AV. Penhallow, ijjave in 
her will i?l,()()0 to the Portsmouth Public Library 
in 1883, which was the Iar<rest leiracv made to the 
library previous to the ?<>, 000 from the Haven sisters, 
and $5,000 from the Marcellus Eldredge be(|uest in 
l8i)8. In the little window over the front door on 
Kussell Street are five irlass bulTs-eves, and the side- 
walk is paved with Durham flag-stones, so common 
fifty vears ajro in our streets. 

PETER JENNESS HOUSE^ 

On the north side of Deer Street, opposite 
High Street. Built by Daniel Hart, brother of 
Tiichard, some tinu' before the Kevolution : and dur- 
ing that struggle Mrs. Richard Short ridge kept a 
])()arding-h()use here. In 1782, when the French 
fleet was in our harbor, many ot the officers boarded 
at this hous(». Richard Short ridge was imjn'isoned 
by arrangements of (Jov. Reniiing Wentworth, as 
will be found related in th(» "Whitcomb House." 

In May, 1«S7(), the house was purchased from 
the estate of Peter rlenness bv a societv formed for 



the purpose of maintaining destitute and aged women, 
under the name of ''Faith Home." The society was 
incorporated in July, 1«77, with the title of "Home 
for Indigent Women." 

Turning south into High Street, the second 
dwelling on the west, with end to the street, is the 

FITCH HOUSE, 

The residence of the Rev. »Ia])cz Fitch, who suc- 
ceeded Rev. Nathaniel Rogers in his pastorate of 
the Noiih Church in 1725, and remained faithful and 
profoundly respected until his death in 174(). Mr. 
Fitch, havinor natural literarv abilitv, wrote several 
histories, including a manuscri|)t history of New 
Hampshire which is now in the library of the Mas- 
sjK'husetts Historical Societv, Boston. The original 
solid oak sills to the house remain in a perfect state 
of preservation. Mr. Simeon Stiles, a wheelwright, 
afterward owned the house, and it is often called 
the Stiles house. 

Continuing south toward the Pai*ade, on the 
corner of Webster ('ourt is the 

WEBSTER HOUSE, 

Which was occupied by Daniel Wcbstcu* alter the fire 
consumed his residence on Pleasant Street in 1813, 
until 1817, when he removed to Boston. It was the 
third house in which he had lived in the citv. The 
large* addition in the rear was built by the present 
owner. 

The next house on the south, standing Imck 
from the street, is the 
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DR. HAVEN HOUSE, 

Built by Dr. NatlianicI A. Haven, son of Rev. Dr. 
Samuel Haven, about 1799. He was a gimluatc at 
Harvard Collejre in 1779, and an enthusiastic patriot. 
For sevenil years he was a physician, later a mer- 
chant, and in 1809 a Represent iitivc to Congress. 
This site is a part of the oriirinal Mason estate. The 
old "Pilgrim Oak" in the garden wjis without doubt 
a grown tree when the first settlement was made; it 
was tak(4i down a few vears ajro, it beinir nearly 
lifeless in 1S7.-^ Charles H. Ladd, who owned and 
oi'cupied this house in 1^57, was of the tenth gen- 
enition fnmi John Mason, the original irmntee of 
the Province of New Hampshire, and at that time 
the pro{)erty had never been out of tlie family. 

Returning to Deer Street, the tine house stand- 
ing hack frcmi the street, next west of the Jenness 
house, is the hcmse of 

HENRY SHERBURNE, 2d, 

Built ])V him as early as 172'). Both he, his father 
and his son-in-law, Daniel Warner, were Provincial 
Councillors. He married Dorothy, a sister of Lieu- 
tenant-(fOvernor John AVent worth. TIh» house wjis 
owned for many years l»y th(» Parsons family, and 
more recently by the late Willinm 1). Kernald. 

ft' « 

The n(»xt house on the W(^st is the 

WILLIAM RICE HOUSE* 

William Kice was a suciccssful merchant, who 
died in 18^)1, leaving his property in the care of 
trustees, who held the principal for tifty years, until 



the death of the last daughter, Mrs. IchalK)d Good- 
win, He punrhased the house of the Daniel Hart 
estate in 1804. Previous to 1741, it was the prop- 
erty of John Newmarch. A calico party was held 
here in 1814, when the lady relatives and friends of 
Captain Rice were invited to cut from the Imles of 
calico, ciiptured by his privateers from English 
merchantmen, all the dress patterns they could 
c^irry home. 

THE JOHN UNDERWOOD HOUSE 

Is on the northeast corner of Deer and Vaughan 
Stn^ets, formerly ciilled " Underwood's Corner." He 
was the owner of one of the rope- walks which occu- 
pied the site of the l^ostcm & Maine Station. The 
house was built alxmt llfyO l)y Michael Whidden, 
who also built the Livius and Meserve houses. 

UVIUS HOUSE. 

Looking from Underwood's Corner, the Livius 
house can be seen on the north side of Deer Street, 
in front of the Boston *& Maine restaurant. It was 
built and occupied by Michael AV hidden about 1750, 
and Peter Livius suceeedcul WhiddiMi when he left 
the Bovd estate. Livius was educated abroad, and 
received an honorary de<rree from Harvard Col lejje in 
1 7r»7. He married a dauijfhter of John Tufton Mason, 
who was tinishing her ethication in England, and they 
resided here, living in considerable state, keeping 
three slaves. The house and grounds having an im- 
posing appearance for those times, was called the 
"White House.-' 
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Mr. Livius was an honorable jrontlenian, 1)ut not 
beinir in sympathy with the prevailing sentiment at 
the time of the Revolution, he was ohliired to leave 
the countrv, and his sroods were confiscated, his 
family being obliged to i)r()cure a special permit from 
the government to follow him. lie was afterward ap- 
pointed Chief rhistice of (Quebec and died in England 
in 1795. The })r()nerty fell into the })()ssessi()n of a 
relative of Mrs. Livius, Capt. Thomas Martin, grand- 
father of the late Miss Arabella Rice, who lived in the 
Robert Rice house on Islington Street, later owned 
bv Joseph Pettiirrew. She left a leiracv of i3^3(),0()() 
to the Rice Public Liinarv in Kittery. 

On the southeast corner of Deer and Vau<rhan 
Streets are the 

TREAT MARBLE WORKS- 

More than a century ago, a stone-cutter, Mr. 
Marble, occupied this site, and made gravestones, 
marble not then being used for this purpose. Samuel 
Treat purchased the business and afterward removed 
it to where the "Willow (\)ttai»e," formerlv so-called, 
now stands on Deer Street. ( 'lnist()])hcr S. T(»p])aii, 
who lived on the corner ()])p()site, used this site for a 
jrarden. Kx-Mavor elohn S. Treat, a ixraiidson of 
Samuel Treat, returned to the oriirinal locality, and 
the familiar sign, "Kstablishcd in 1 ?()><," was placed 
over the door, with the wooden image of the r(\apcr 
"Father Time" fastened above the siirn. 

DROWN -MOSES HOUSE 

Is next south of the Treat building, and was the 
residence of Rev. Sanmel Drown, who was invited 



here by the Independent Congregational Society, 
which had recently built a meetino^-house on Pitt 
Street (now Court) on the site where the Unitarian 
chapel now stands. lie accejUed the invitation and 
with his family moved here from Coventry, R. I., 
arriviiiixon «Iuly 7, 17/))S, and innnediately be^an his 
})astorate. His labors were faithfully performed and 
to the satisfaction of his coniri'OiTHtion, until his 
death in 1770. He was irrandfather of Daniel P. 

« 

Drown, the blind })oet, whose book, entitled "Idyls of 
Strawberry Bank" was ])ublished in 1H7.S. The 
house was built by Renjamin Moses and his brother, 
both occupying it for several years, ])r()bably until 
Mr. Drown moved into it, occu])yinir the northerly 
])art. The south half is still in ])ossessit>n of, and 
is the residence of a grand-daughter of Benjamin, 
the builder. Miss Lydia Moses, who has just passed 
her !)r)th birthday. 

THE MESERVE-WEBSTER HOUSE. 

This iiuinhri'l-root' (Iwcllimr is llio tiiird house 
from Deer Street on the east side of Vauirhan Street, 
with the irard(Mi extendintr to School Street, and 
was built by Michael AVhi(Men in 171)0. (ieorire 
Meserve, son of ( 'oloncl Nathaniel Meserve, lived 
here at the time of the attem])ted St am]) Act en- 
forcement in 17(ir>. At this time Mr. Meserve was 
in Kngland, and while theie was appointed "Stamp 
Master" for New Hampshire, he not knowing the 
sentiment of the people in this country respecting 
the obnoxious Act. But on his arrival in Boston 
and tinding the excitement intense and bitter, he 
n^signed the othce at once. His action, however, 
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not ])eing known in Portsmouth, he with Lord Bute 
and the Devil on Septcmlwr Tith were hung in 
effigy at Ilajnuarket Scjuare. They remained tliere 
through the day, and in the evening were earned 
through the town with much clamor and publicly 
burned. The effigy bore the inscription : 

"Georpe, my son, you are rich in station, 
But I would have you serve this nation." 

A few days later, on his arrival in Poi*tsmouth, 
he was, by the demands of the enraged populace, 
obliged to make, a public resignation on the Parade. 
Ilis commission and instructions arrived later, and 
the inhabitants, jealous of their rights and fearing 
l)etraval, assembled and demanded his documents, 
requiring another oath, more binding than the tirst. 
lie gaveup theccmimission and i)apers to the assem- 
bla<re, who carried them throuirh the town on the 
l)oint of a sword, and later they were s(»nt l)ack to 
England by a shipmaster, as a special messenger, 
sworn to deliver them safelv to the Enij:lish au- 
thorities, whence thev came. 

The house was afterward occupied by flames 
Sheafe, later United States Senator, who married a 
daujrhter of Mr. Aleserve ; l)v Doctor N. A. Haven, 
until he built his dwelling on High Stre(»t ; by J<Me- 
miah Mason fnmi ISOO to isOS, and by a number 
of other prominent men, including Daniel Webster, 
who bnmglit his beautiful bride, (trace Fletcher, to 
this house and lived here until he bought the resi- 
dence on the corner of Court and Pleasant Streets. 
A sassafras tr(*e, the largest, in the State, is undoubt- 
edly as old as the dwelliuir. The stone steps came 
from the west end of the old State House. Robert 



Gray, father of the present owner and occupant, 
purchased the house in 1839. 

The third house from the next corner, on the 
north side of Hanover Street, standing back from 
the street, and now occupied in part as a bakery, 
is the 



WENTWORTH- JOHNSON HOUSE^ 

It was built about 1770 by Colonel Joshua 
AVentworth, a Conunissary and Navy Agent during 
the Revolutionary War, and was occupied by him 
for many years, before he built his house on Middle 
Street, on the spot where the brick house of Doctor 
Richter now stands. In 177<) he was Coloiu>l of the 
1st Xew Han)pshire regiment : a meml)er of the New 
Hampshire Senate in 17S5, fen- several years Repre- 
sentative to Congress: and was appointed by AVash- 
ington in 1791 Sujun'visorfor New Hampshire. The 
house was well Iniilt, having a tine garden in front. 
The original paper on the parlor walls remained until 
18?S7, when it was removed by the proprietor of the 
bakery. Rev. Tobias H. Miller resided here at 
one time. He published the .AV/'- llampHhlve lie- 
posiffpn/ (infl ()hserr<n\ one of the first religious 
weeklies issued in the United States. In 1^2«, after 
ten vohnnes had been issued, he changed the name 
to A>/'' Jldtttpshlve ()hst'rrfn\ and contimied to pul>- 
lish it w(H»kly. He was a partner of C.AV. Brewster 
in the P(trti<nnnit]i Jtunnnl from 1^2;") to IS'U. 

Midway l)etween Hanover and Conirress Streets, 
near the cast side of Vauirhan Street, formerly stood 
the mansion of 
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JOHN TUFTON MASON. 

It was built previous to 174*) by Col. John 
Tuftou Mjisou, the tifth descendant from John 
Mason, the ori<rinal irrantee of the provinee, who 
sold his inheritanee to the title that vear to twelve 
individuals for l,r)00 jM)und-5. lie had a spaeious 
yard, extendinir from what is now Conirress Street 
to Hanover Street and from Vaujrhan to lliirh 
Streets, it eomprisin*; the whole land embraced in 
this s(|uare, except a few front lots b(»tween Fhu't 
and Iliixh Streets. The house, it is snid, was beau- 

■ 

tifully furnished and had tapestried walls, the tirst 
embellishments of this kind in Portsuiouth. 

THE CAMENEUM. 

On the west side of Vauirhan Street, near 
Conirress Street, in tin* i)assaij:ewav formerlv called 
'"Methodist Lane" and Lyceum Aveinie, and on the 
site of the present liverv stabh*, fornnM-lv stood the 
buildinir known as the Cameneuni. It was built 
for a Tniversalist church in 17St, Noah Parker 
bein<j the tirst |)astor. The buiidin<r was occupied 
bv them until thev moved into th(» Plensant Street 
Church in 1S()«. It was then purc^hased by the 
Methodists and occupied by them until \X'21 , It 
was altered over into a thcjitre and a Ivccum hall 
in is;n, when H(»v. Dr. Hurrouirhs in an oneniiiir 
address irave it tlu* name of the "( anKMieum." 

4 

Afterward it was owned bv the Portsmouth 
Musical Societv. When Daniel Webster made his 
last visit to Portsmouth, Mav 17, iSlt, he met 
his friends hen* for a social eveninjr. The buildiuir 
was burned in \HHi\, At the same time the flames 



consumed the century-old Pickering house fronting 
on Vaughan Street. 

On the southerlv corner of Vaujrhan and Ilan- 
over Streets, with a larije irarden and hijrh board 
fence in front, is the 

HILL HOUSE* 

In this house, about 1777, Captain David Culluni 
went to housekeeping with his new bride {n^e Mar- 
garet Foss), whom he had just married for a second 
wife, lie was a lieutenant with Klijah Hall, under 
John Paul rJones, in either the "Kanwr" or the 
"Bon Ilonnne Richard,*' wIkmi manv excitin<j: times 
were experienced and valuable prizes captured, and 
numerous interest inir aniH'dotes are told of him. 

In 17')() this ])roperty was deeded by Joseph 
Brewster to his son Joseph; and in 17^<.S-4 by two 
deeds Joseph Brewster conveyed it to his son John* 
who in the latter year deeded the property to Colonel 
Supply Clap|) : afterward it was owned by William 
Furness, and from him it was transferred to John 
Hill in ]X'2i, 

LORD'S CHAPEL. 

On th(* north side of Hanover Street, midway 

between Vjiughan and Bridge Strect>, is th(» engine 

and chemical house, fornuM'ly Lord's Chapel. It 

now bears no resemblaiuM' to the tasteful building 

erected bv John M. Lord, surrounded as it was bv 

• 

well-kept gi'ouiuls planted with shrubbery and trees. 
He contributed liberallv to the maintenance of a 
Sundav-school in this buildinir. It was afterward 
occupied by the Fre(» Will Baptist Society. 
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5-RAVNES SHIPYARD. 
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On the opposite side of the street from the 
Advent Church formerly stood the old 

BATH HOUSE. 

The building, which was twenty feet by fifty 
feet, was erected in IHOf) and was owned by a com- 
pany incorporated in 1804. Tn their advertisement 
the company informed the public that "This estal)- 
lishment is open, from about May 1st to October 
1st, daily, Sundays excepted, from sunrise to 10 
p. M. ; Sundays, till the ringing of the first bell for 
meeting. Keeper, Thomas Moses, whose family re- 
sides in the house. \. B. Mrs. Moses waits upon 
females. Tickets, rif) cents each or five for $1.00." 

For over sixty years the Bath House was 
maintained. The water was forced up by means of 
a huge pump, often by the united efforts of a family 
of four, into large tanks and boilers. The water 
came from a deep well, from the same source that 
supplied afterward the reservoir of (13,000 gallons 
that the city built on the opposite side of the street 
in the engine yard. The building had three rooms 
on each side, to each of which hot and cold water 
was conveyed. 

Returning to Vaughan Street, on the west 
side, opposite the Mcserve house, and half standing 
on each side of the entrance to Kaitt's Court, is 
what remains of the 

ASSEMBLY HOUSE. 

This house of entertainment was built about 
1750, by Michael Whidden, and for nearly a century 



it was used for dancing parties, nmsical festivals, 
theatres and general amusements, where the elite of 
the town were wont to hold forth in all the splendor 
of their day. It w^as occasionally used for church 
services, and for several years previous to its trans- 
formation into dwellings the rooms were used for 
sc^hool purposes. Washington, while on his visit to 
Portsmouth in 1789, attended a ball here, of great 
splendor, given in his honor, and in his diary he 
wrote that it was one of the finest halls he had seen 
in the United States. He also wrote that "at half 
after seven 1 went to the Assembly, where there 
were about seventy-five well-dressed and many very 
handsome ladies. About nine I returned to my 
(juartcrs.'' Washington's diary was read to the pul>- 
lic for the first time in 1858, by Edward Everett, at 
the Temple. 

The Assembly House was forty-one by sixty 
feet, fronting on the street, two stories high. The 
upper story was somewhat higher than the ground 
floor, and contained the Assembly Hall, which ran 
the length of the l)uilding on the front, was thirty 
feet wide, with two dressing rooms on the back 
side, with the orchestra over the entrance to the hall. 
The lower floor was divided into three large rooms 
and a kitchen, with a spacious hallway twelve feet 
wide running through from the street and opening 
into a fine garden in the rear, which extended around 
the south end of the building. In this hall was the 
stairway leading to the upper rooms, which was 
constructed in the form of an enfresol; ascending 
to a little more than one-half the distance was the 
mezzanine landing, thence in a counter direction 
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completing the ascent to the second story, nearly 
over the entrance to the stairway in the lower hall. 

In 1838, when the Imilding was changed, the 
roof was entirely removed, and the upper, or hall, 
story cut down considerably. The hallway of 
twelve feet was entirely removed, leaviujOf the 
Assembly House in two parts of twenty-four by 
forty-one feet each, the southerly |)art being moved 
down eight feet. This, with the twelve feet hallway 
taken out, makes Kaitt's Court of twenty feet, 
Avith parts of the Assembly House standing on 
either side. The roofs, when replaced, were made 
to run from the street, while that of the Assembly 
House ran with the street, or lengthwise of the 
building. 

Mrs. Ichabod Goodwin's interestiuir account of 
the hall, and reminiscenc(»s, is published in the 
Portsmouth Book, printed in liMH). 

Keturninu throu«i:h Vau<rhan Street and crossin<r 
Deer Street, on the left hand is the 

BOSTON & MAINE STATION. 

In 1840 the Eastern Railroad was completed to 
Boston, it being the tirst one entering Portsmouth 
and connectinjr it with th(» neiirhborinir towns and 
cities by rail. An extension to Portland, called the 
Portland, Saco tVc Portsmouth Railroad, was opened 
ill 1842. The Portsmouth i^c Dover Railroad was 
o2>enitive in 1873. 

Previous to 18()3, when the jnvsent station was 
oiiiif, tlioi'o stood here a wooden depot with a belfrv : 

r • fa w~» * 1 * 

p^^^iT ^iierein was a bell, which was rung previous 
^ ^^^e dej:pnvUivQ of all trains. 



Before the Revolution two rope-walks occupied 
this site, extending from Vaughan Street to the North 
Pond, they remaining in use until after the War of 
1812 ; and one of them for several years afterward 
was carried on by John Underwood, who lived at 
the corner, just above, bearing his name. It was 
here that the ro|)es for the seventy-four-gun ship 
"Washington" were made; and it is related that 
the mannnoth rigs were conducted to the wharf on 
the shoulders of a company of eighty sailors. In 
this roi)e-waIk on July 4, 1812, seven hundred peo- 
ple were banqueted at a public dinner. 

The freight house, at the end of Deer Street, 
was formerly the depot of the Portsmouth & Con- 
cord Railroad, which, as far as Kpping, was opera- 
tive in 1848, and to its terminus at Concord in 1852. 
l^'eviously an old dilapidated distillery occupied this 
site, and just ac^ross was an old windmill for grind- 
insr bark. On the site of II. A. Yeaton *Jt Son's 
mill, once stood an old tannery, o|)erated !)y Jacob 
Tread well, and when making excavations for their 
mill foundation the old vats were ftmnd ; the bark 
mill, referred to above, was in connection with this 
industry and was situated a little to the north, near 
the ear bumpers. Between this tannery and the 
brick machine shop, formerly the Kearsarge Mill, 
was another old tannerv, conducted ])v William 
Parker, who lived near by, and lor whom Parker 
Street was named. As earlv as 17(K^ the tannin<r 
business was earned on at this place, for it was 
here where Mr. Parker located from Knirland, after 
havinir married the dau<i:hter of the Karl of Derbv, 
Zerviah Stanley. Returning to the east side of the 
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) ACKOSS THE IIHIUOE. 



station and crossing Vaughan Street into Russell, 
ascendinir to tlie top of tlie rise and turning into 
Wall Street, in olden times called Baldielder's 
Lane, near the end, at the highest i)art by the hnlge, 
there stood nianv vears ago an old windmill for 
grinding grain. Turning again into Vaughan Street, 
leading to the \orth Bridge, on the site of the 
Portsmouth Milling Company's Mill, also stood an 
old tannery, removed long ago to give place to the 
present mill buildings. 

NORTH CEMETERY* 

The original lot of land embracing this ceme- 
tery was, in 175H, purchased by the town for one 
hundred and fifty pounds, on condition that it should 
be kept for a burial-ground, from (\)lonel John 
Hart, who commanded a New Hampshire regiment 
at the Crown Point Kxpedition in 17/)(>, and also 
at the siege of Tjouisburg in 1758, where he died. 
The land jidjoining, on the west and north of the 
original "acre," was sold to the town by Dr. William 
Cutter afterward. 

Among the oldest legible inscriptions are those 
of Jotham Odiorne, a son-in-law of Kolu^rt Cutt, 
1751, which has been renewed by his descendants, 
the Tread wel Is ; Kichard Wibird, 17()5, and Sarah 
Hart, 1757. Here mav be found the tombs of 
Gen. William Whip])le, Elejizer Kussell, Dr. Hall 
»)a(*kson, Jonathan M. Sewall, Sheriff Packer, and 
such other prominent Portsmouth families as the 
Buckminsters, the Sheaf es, Moffats and Mannings. 

The town j)owder house was formerly located 
in this cemetery. The poi)lars, which border the 



enclosure on the street side, are about the only ones 
left of what was the favorite street tree a century 
ago, when they were introduced by Governor Lang- 
don, in front of his residence on Pleasant Street. 

BOYD-RAYNES HOUSE. 

This house is situated on the east side of Maple- 
wood Avenue, formerly Elm Street, near the North 
Bridixe. It was built bv Colonel Nathaniel Meserve 
about 1740. His shipyard was in the rear of his 
house, and in 17411 he built the fifty-gun man-of-war 
" America'* for the lioyal Navv, the original model 
of which mav be seen in the Portsmouth Athena*um. 

ft/ 

He was conmiissioned colonel in the British armv, 
and was at the battle of Louisburg in 1745, and in 
the Crown Point Kxpedition in 175<> he connnanded 
the New 1 lampshire forces. After his death in 1 758, 
at the second siege of Louisburg, the hcmse passed 
into the possession of Peter Tjivius. 

Colonel (ieorge Boyd purchased the j)lace about 
17(>8, and considerablv cnlarired it. He had a fine 
larire irarden, which extended to the present site of 
th(^ Boston cVc Maine Station. It was an elaborate 
affair, and from its numerous outbuildings and pecu- 
liar decorations received the cognomen of the " White 
Villiiir<*." Colonel Bovdtook no ])art in the stirring 
limes of the Kevolution, but retired to England, 
where he remained until after peace was declared 
between the United States and Great Britain, and 
on returniuiT he died at sea two days before reachinor 
home, in 1787. He brought with him a monument, 
now to be s(»en resting over his grave in the North 
Cemetery. 
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In tlio ypar 1832 <iiHir;;c Riiynon lioii^ht the 
yard, ami thcr« up to iH.'tS l>iiilt l)otwecii fisty ami 
Hovciity vossiOs. The hiifj;t'st wa« the "\Vel)ster,'' 
tmilt ill 1x5:1, whii-h moiiMiiivd 1,727 ttttis, I ii the your 
DiOn thci-e were ciii-ollnl in Portsmouth, lK'loii^iii<r 
principally to i-esiilent inci-t^hants. twciity-cifrht shijw, 
iorty-seveii hngs, thirtpen schooners, !in<l twenty 
coHi^tin;; vessels; and *H!t,(H)0 were collcdod in ciis- 
tonin at lliis port. In lf*liO tliirty sliips and sixtv-four 
sehooiiers, afr<rrej:atinfr .-{.l.lXKl" tons. w<'i-c ein'-olled. 
Bftwwn ]X(I0 and ]«40, -lOII vessels were Imilt on 
our river: iH'lweiui 1«40 tiiid IM.'.O, 7:i vessels; and 
iH'lween IX.'it) an<l iHilU, iiC. vessels uore l.uill at the 
yanls. 

NORTH HILLS AND BRIDGE. 

By a eoinpoet with the town, Peter Livin.s, in 
17li4, wart frranted the riirht to Imild a bridfre across 
the m<uith of Islington Creek, 1o I>c made toll free, 
twenty feet wide, with thirty feet to Iw a liftinjr 
l)ridjre, iwrniittinfr vessels let pass through, and witli 
Howl-gales of the same width, npon e(nidili<in that 
he l)c allowed the e\«^hisive Hglit to dam the civek 
for mill piuiH)ses. The late B. P. ShlllalH-r gi-aph- 
ically pictures it : 

■' Then Mr. Pett-r Liviiis, liy j;r;iiilinB of Iln- Inu-n, 
Dammed up the rreck called Isliiijjlim. 
And laid llie mill-liri(lt;e iIohh, 
ConnecliiiK wuritlly Strnw berry Hunk wilh [le^iteiiil Chrisli:in 

And built the mill ive reciilk-ct ir> iliisly d^iys of jore." 
The Livius or Xorlh Mill, wtis built llie same year. 
The Itark-mill and laimery, liuill later, have been 
remodeled, hut the old grittl-mill and the wooden 



bridge wei-e i-enioved a few year* ago, and tlie stone 
Itriilge built by the city. 

In the second story of the small building at the 
northwest end of tlie liridge wjis the ])nnting room 
of AllH^rt \V, Ham, who for seveml years printed 
books for the eccentric flohn Elwyn, who fui'nished 
him with a complete outlit, paying him extra wages, 
and at the conclusion of the work presented him with 
the whole |u-iuting plant. Wt' (piole from one nf hia 
I>ainphlets: " I kept <nily "n/- gentleman at work 
in a little out-house of his own, all by himself ; 
would he lie worth noi" a many of guineas to some 
book man in the Slates, Mr. Albert William Ilam of 
Portsmouth iu N<'w llam|)shire." 

After crossing the bri<lge, on the northwest 
corner of Maplewood Avenue and Dearborn Street 
is the 

TIMOTHY WATERHOUSE-HAM HOUSE. 

In about 170O Timothy Waterliou.sc, a tanner 
liy triiile, built this house, which was situated about 
one-fourth of a mile beyond and north from the 
old Flam nianKi(ni at Freeman's I'oint, then called 
Ham's Point, on land giiinlcid William Ham in 
l(;.J:i. The house remained on its original site until 
alimit 171).'), when it was removed to its present 
location tdiove refen'cd to. The cellar to tlie house 
when at the Point may yet be seen. 

About 17i».J there'wiis living in this house a 
mci'ry ftimily <ti six girls jukI three boys, and when 
their' piireiils were absent they made' the most of 
life. It is related that at oiu- time the parents weiT. 
al>»ent for the night, and when the young people'!* 



sport was at its height there came a knock at the 
door, which caused the singing and merrioient to 
cease. Finally Margaret, the oldest, led the way 
to the door, but on opening it she saw a white figure 
with a block fuce that »he took to l>e Satan himself, 
and Bhe fainted. Thn Ji[>]>arition proved to lie the 
faithful old negi-o »lave of Niithnnicl Juckiion, 
who hud come in a snow-storui Id get \ii» nmutcr's 
8hoe». 

The old fn>nt door, which liangi^ and swings on 
its |K>nderous hinges, 'm the suiue wlitch t>))eiie<l und 
closed for tho.se who entered itn<l deimrted from 
these ancient portals twr> hundrad yeiirs iign. Dr. 
Benjamin Waterhonse, a professor in Cambridge, 
and grand.son of Timotliy Waterhonse, was the first 
to introduce vaccination into this counti'v, operating 
■Buecossfuliy upon his own son in IKOO. 

The second street on the oast from the bridge 
is Northwest Street, formerly Jucksim Hill Street, 
which name should Iw restored as Northwest is a 
misnomer. At the top of the hill is the 

OLD JACKSON HOUSE, 

With its sharp r(K)f nearly reiiching 1o the ground. 
So far as known this is the oldest house in the city. 
The frame is of oak. and the tiiiil>ors for the "iWa 
project into the Imver rooms, having affoitlcd con- 
tinuous seats for six generations of Jackaons. 
Twenty-six acres of land were owned here by 
Bichard Jackson, who ))uilt this house in liillt, and 
it is yet in possession of descendants of the original 
owner. The house fronts on the river, as was the 



custom in the early Colonial days, when roads were 
few and forests extensive ; the rivers and creeks 
were then generally used as highways. No building 
has been drawn and photographed more frequently 
than this interesting relic of Colonial architecture j 
artists and camera fiends will Imi-dly recognize the 
front view taken of the house, which is as it 
appears from the river side. 

Returning to Mapicwotxl Avenue (formerly 
North Rood) and passing the Fmnklin schi>olhouBe, 
and turning to the west into l*n»spect Street, on the 
hill at the bend of the street is the 

DENNETT HOUSE. 

This is the second house erected on Christian 
Shore, aud was built in lf>80, by John Dennett, who 
came here in 1(>()8. The house faces towards Den- 
nett Str(!ct, which was niuned in his honor, and in 
early times his land extended to the shores of the 
North Mill Pond. The dwelling was constructed in 
a substantial manner, the hiwer part Ixting built 
throughout of square timbers. During the Revo- 
lutionary Wat' the housfi was owned by Ephraim 
Dennett, whose widow in later years, after a court- 
ship savoring a little of the romantic., married Judge 
Plumnier, of Rocliester, the twii living happily 
together for many years, he dying at the advanced 
age of ninety years. The liunsc was at one time 
known as the "Bee Ilivc." 

Returning t(^ Maplewiuxl Avenue and turning 
to the north of the Jones tlircG decker, and just 
beyond, on the cast side on the ternucd hill, is the 
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EDWARD CUTTS HOUSE. 

Edward Cutts, a son of Captain Samuel Cutts, 
of Portsmouth, who was a merchant of considemblc 
prominence in the early part of the last century, 
built this house about 1810. Hampden, a son of 
Edward, lived here for several years, and in 1833, 
the place being sold, he moved out of town. Since 
then it has had vfirious owners and occui)ants. 

The road passin<r tlie C-utts house on the noilh 
leads to Freeman's Point, recently sold to a corpo- 
ration, who are at the present doin<r a large amount 
of work })rej)aratory to the erection of a series of 
extended paper mills. 

HON. FRANK JONES FARM 

Is about three-quarters of a mile beyond the ('utts 
house, at the junction of Maplewood Avenue and 
Woodbury Avenue (formerly (.reek Koad), both of 
which avenues are bordered with thrifty maple trees. 
Originally the land about this house was the 
property of Theodore Atkinson, whos(? estate, at the 
time of his death, passed into the possession of his 
son, Hon. George Atkinson, and at his death, in 
1790, it descended to the related family of S[)ar- 
hawk. Hon. Frank Jones purchased the estate frou) 
the late (/harles E. Myers, and now the premises 
embrace an area of more than one thousand acres, 
which is called '' Maplewood Farm." The beautiful 
grounds and handsomelv laid avenues, with the nu- 
merous conservatories, ornamental ]»onds, artistic 
statuary and botanic gardens, with that of the ex- 
tensive farming, on the most improved methods, 



make this not only an interesting, but a pleasant 
place to visit. 

Maplewood Avenue leiids into the Xewington 
Koad, and turning through the first gate on the cast, 
after passing the residence of Frank Jones, the lane 
leads to the 

URSULA CUTT FARM. 

This place was originally owned by President 
John Cutt, and in his will, dated May <>, 1()80, he 
provided that his beloved wife, Ursula (his second 
wife), "Shall have ye use of that land at ye Pulprt 
which I have <riven to mv son Samuel, till he 
comes to age ; and may improve so nuich of it as 
she meet, and build upon it if she please, and shall 
have ye benefit of it during her natural life, and 
then both ye land and all ye improvements and 
building shall return to mv son, Sanmel Cutt." 

President (^utt died the next year and his wife 
went to reside at the Pulpit farm. And here the 
lady of the first President of New Hampshire lived 
happily situated, with her many improvements, in 
considerable elegance, for thirteen years. 

The present house was undoubtedly built by 
Ursula Cutt, between \i\X\ and 1085. The chinmey 
is over twelve feet S(|uare at its base, and is con- 
structed of stone to the top of the cellar. It is 
four feet scjuare in the attic and a little smallerabove 
the roof. In what was probably the sitting rcKmi is 
a large fireplace nine feet broad. The timlK>rs in 
the dwelling appear as sound as the day the house 
wjis built. Mrs. Cutt prol)ably had the house cla|)- 
boarded, for when some of them were removed from 
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!i |.;irl (.f Ilic l,llil<lill.L^ in I'^Til. llip ..nirimil U>mi;U 
underneath were found painted rod. No one knows 
the ^e of tlie small wooden chei'ubims over the front 
door, but Hun. Ichabod Bartlett (a lieprcsentativc 
to Congress in 1823 to 18"2!)), the owner tirst suc- 
ceeding the Cutts family, stated that they were there 
long l>ofore his dny, and it is fcasonable to believe 
that Madam Ursnia herself ha<l them placed there. 
The design, very evidently, rcpi'esents the artistic 
tftste of woman's genius. The .small extension on 
die west end was built within a few years by the 
late Mark II. Wentwoith, the heirs of whom arc the 
present owners. The interior of the house renmins 
nearly as tirat built. 

On the night of July 17, 11194, the Indians 
in great numlwrs ambushed themselves near the 
settlement, across and uj) the river, for an early 
attack on the inhabitants in the morning. At the 
dawn of day the war-whoop was sounded, and the 
savages rushed with overwhelming force upon the 
settlement. A terrible battle ensue<i, in which 
nearly one hundred persons wore killed and cn|>- 
tured, and altout twenty buildings burned. The 
savages retired, taking wifhtheni their prisoners and 
the scalps of those they hnd killed. 

A imrty of the Indians crossed the river, and 
came down to this place and miule a bloody attack 
on Madam Cutt, killing her, with three of her hired 
men who wei-o at work in the hay-field. The 
Indians finding it ditiicult to remove the jewels from 
her fingers, cut off her hands and lH)re them away; 
taking the scalps of all. Iler maid escaped in a 
boat to the town, where she gave the alarm; 



Ihe Indians wore pursued, but tliey were not over- 
taken. 

Keturning southerly toward the city, and at 
the .Tones residence into Woodbury Avenue, and 
turning into Myille Avenue, on the southerly side 
is the 

PORTSMOUTH QTY FARM. 

In 1833 the Thomas Sheafe farm of l(i5 acres 
was purchased, and the present almshouse was 
ei'e(^tcd the next year, the land and buildings costing 
$32,000. Rev. Dr. Buri-oughs delivered an address 
at the opening of this building, Decemlicr 15, 1834, 
which was reprinted in the J'ort^mout/r Journal in 
Deceml>er, 1887, by which it appears that the town 
voted April 9, 1711, that an ahnshou.se l>e built, 
and in 17I() it was in use. It was situated on the 
site of Music Ilall on Chestnut Street, and was the 
first building of Ihe kind erected in this country, or 
in any country. It was not until 1823 that an act 
was passed in England tn establish workliouses. 

In 175.1 a new workhouse was built on the site of 
the old Court House, on Court Street, The town also 
had their offices in this building. The old house 
then went into disuse and was sold. In 18l>!) a 
county almshimsc was estnldished at Brentwood, 
and since then only the city dei»cndents have l)een 
sent to this place, Ihe gi-eafer paif of the farm hav- 
ing l>een sold. Ex-fiovcrnor (Joo<livin, in his speech 
at the opening of Langdon Park in 187(i, related 
the contest over the location of the almshouse, the 
minority favoring Langdon Park. * 



THE SAMUEL SHERBURNE HOUSE 

Is on the hill east of the ahnshouac. It was Imilt 
previoua to llZft hy Smmiel SJjorburne, who died in 
17(!5, unmarried, and in his will gave the hout^e to 
hid nephew, Colonel Suniuol Shcrbunio. The estate 
passed out of the family noijie tliiilv years ii^o. 

Hoiiry Sherbuino, the ancestor of the yiierlmrne 
families in this section, eamc to the Pascatm|iia Col- 
ony with the lirst Hcttlern in KlUl. He was idcnti- 
lied with the tirst Kpisvopa) Chapel, l>eing one of 
its wardens in Hi40. The name of Shorlinriic in 
prominently eoiinoetod with the early hisfory of 
Portsnioul h, as llic followinjr will show : The lion. 
Henry Shcrlmnie, .Ir. (.(tidfre Slierliuine), was 
born April 4, 170!'. He wa.igreat-j:iiuHison throujfh 
Henry (born 1074) and Samuel (born 1'>;18) of the 
first American ancestor, Henry Sherburne (l)oni 
1611), who emigrated from Hampshire, Kngland, 
to the Pascjita<[ua in lliSI, who was the seeond son 
of Joseph Shei-burnc, of Odiliani, Hampshire (died 
1021), who was the lineal descendant in a younger 
branch, through Henry (liorn l'»').'i), of Oxford; 
Hugh (l)orn 15;i4), of Haight.in ; Kicliitrd (Unn 
1510), of Biiyloy and Ilaighton ; Ricliard (tioin 
1488), of Wiswall, the sei^ond sim of Sir Uicliard 
Sherburne. Knight, of Slonyhnisl, in the town of 
Haighton, Lancashire {born UO.'i). .Judge Sher- 
burne married (OctulM-r :i, 171(1,) Sarah, dsmgliler 
of Daniel and Samh (Hill) Warner, of Poi'tsmoutli. 
He graduated at Harvanl Cullege in 172K: was 
Clerk ijf the Courts of the I'rovinoe from \1'2\} to 
1739, ^d from 1745 f<ir twenty-one years Repre- 
sentative fi-om Portsmouth in the Provincial Assem- 



bly, of which be was Speaker the last ten. He waa 
Delegate to the Colonial Congress at Allmny in 
1754 ; in 17(>r> was made Chief Justice of the Supe- 
rior Conit, and in 17(>(> was made a meml>er of His 
Majesty's Council for the Province, 

On the west side of Woodlmry Avenue, l>chind 
a dense growth of trees, is the 

LEVI WOODBURY MANSION, 
Which was built by Captain SantucI Hani in 1809. 
When the house wsis completed, he celebrated the 
event by giving ijuitc an elalH)mte reception to his 
friends and neigliliors. At its conclusion, and after 
his guests had all dejmiled. ho went into one of the 
upper chainlicrs, and for some unknown ivason com- 
mitted suicide, by hanging. 

In IHlVt, when the Hon. Levi Woodburj' came 
to Portsmouth, he purchased (his estate. Mr. 
Woodbmy was a native of Francestown, and was 
born in 1789. In after years, he held more promi- 
nent ofKcea than any New Hampshire man. In 1823 
and 1824 he was Covernor of the State; from 1825 
to 18;il, a Unite<l States Senator: in 18:il, Secre- 
tary of the Navy ; in 18:U, Secretary of the Treas- 
ury under I'lesident Jackson, and in 1841 was 
a|)pi)intcd Judge of the I'nited Slates Su|n'cme 
Court and served for ten years. He was always a 
leading I)enn»crat, and was a iHissible, and very 
proliahic, candidate for the Presidency at the time of 
his death in 18.'il. His son, the genial lawyer, 
Charles Levi Woodbury, of Boston, owned the 
h<mse until his recent death. One <langhter married 
Postmaster-General Montgomery Blair, and another, 
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Assistant Secretarv of tlie Navy. Giifitaviis V. Fox. 
The Boyd Roiul, running westerly on tite north 
side of the Wtiodlmry mjinwiuii, w:is ftirinerly tlie 
way by which one ((nikl roiuh 

FOUNTAIN HEAD. 
The Portsmouth Atjucduct Company was one 
of the first companies of tlic kind oi'gunixed in tlio 
country. On November 27, 17!I7, a petition was 
mt to the Lcgislaturo of New Hampshire by the 
illowing eitLzens, praying that they should he in- 
■rponited as I he Por/Mi/innt/i Ai/neihiit Cnmpnny, 
for the |HirpoMO ut Iniiiiriuir the wiUcr fiimi Foun- 
tain Mead iiilu l'<irts]iiiiiuli : SurniK'l Hill, 'I'lmnjus 
Chiuibounie, .Iainr> Sliciilc, Wijliuiu Buvii. .lusepli 
Whipple. Danirl iiin.l^'o Kojier^. .Inliii S. Sher- 
burne, KcuIk'h SliiLpIi^y. .Joshua 
Fisher. Amiui U. fiLtleV. .John G( 

Huvcii, Kliphulei Lodd, John Peiree, Daniel 
indgo, Samuel Drowue, .lolni Clark. The charter 
granted Decemlier 19, 1737. Tliey purchased 
te "Wanu Springs," so-called, at the Oak Hill 
farm, about two and one-lialf mWcn from Mar- 
ket S(]uaro, which were afterward known as "Foun- 
tain Ilead." The water was brought into town by 
gravity in wooden logs in 1799, and two hundred 
and fdurtcen houses and stores supplied with water. 
Tlie reservoir on Dover Street was built in 
,nd owing to the increased demand for water. 
',% spring near the ('<mcord Hailrood was added in 
!'18(!(i : and iigiiin. in 187.^. a larger supply was pro- 
cured from the Scott f«nn to the westward. In IHHl 
tbe city purchased the Aqueduct shares, paying $1 ,500 
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per share, and put in the high-water scni-ice, tlw"^ 
standpi|>c being erected near the powder house. 

The excellent quality of the water supplied by 
these springs, as returned l)y strict chemical analy- 
sis, is famous thrnughoiit New England, and all 
visitors jmrtaking of the delicious Huid, so abun- 
dantly poured forth at its source, pronounce it most 
refifshing. To the pure spring water of Ports- 
mouth, may be tracked beyond a doubt, the remark- 
able record of its people for great health fulness, and 
one of the many attractive features to the siunmcr 
tourist. 

Coiilimiing stuith on W(if«lbury Avenue and 
foll.t«iri>.' Ilif curving -itrect, on the west in the 
Hldroiiiro IJri'ivin': I ■uiiipiuiv, on the site of which 
from U'M\U. l«:.:i stoud thi"' 

PORTSMOUTH HOSIERY CO. BUILDINGS. 
During those years it munufaL-tured annually alxait 
25, 0(H) dozen shirts, drawers and hose. On Febru- 
ary 21, l(i59, the selectmen granted leave to John 
Cult to build a eaw-mill andc^irn-mill "on the creek 
leading up to the fresh marsh." With this gi-ant was 
the condition that he was to grind corn for the town's 
people whenever required ; also jjcrmission was given 
to cut oak and pine timber for tiie saw-uiill. These 
mills renmined until all the available growth in thi« .t' - 
vicinity hiul Iwen removed, and the Livius mills, at ''^' 
the lower end of the creek, were built, when llicy /C 
were iil»iiiiii>Mi'<l. Al Ibis time, quite a settlement ^ 
wi.^ ,..li,vl,'.l \u-r\- and called "Islington," hence, tha .;■* 
funnel' name <.l " Islington Creek." Richanl 0.<itt, ia ~ 
his will of lii'.l, gave t-he corn-mill, sitniitcd near tbe ^:J> ' 



dam, to his wife. The remains of the old dam are 
yet visible, west of the brewery. 

On the east side of Bartlett Street, northeast of 
the grade crossing, there stood until about twenty 
years ago the 

ASA HAM HOUSE, 

Occupied l)y Asa Ham, whose name contained 
but four different letters. This was one of the old- 
est houses in the town. AVhen it was cut down 
from a two-story building, in between the timl)ers 
large quantities of stone and stubble were found, 
placed there, probably, to make it i^roof against any 
savage attacks, and undoubtedly was built as a gar- 
rison house. The date of its erection is not known. 
In the cellar were wide doors, i)rovided, no doubt, 
for admittinor the lar<re hoofsheads of molasses and 
rum which were stored here from vessels then con- 
ducting a promising West India trade. In those 
days vessels could come up the creek to this place 
and dischartje their cariroes at the very door. 

Turning westerly from Bartlett Stn^et between 
the railroad tracks, and turning near the electric 
car barn and ending on Islington Koad, is 

FRENCHMAN'S LANE* 

Previous to 1792 this was a part of the cir- 
cuitous road to the Plains. Tho lane derives its 
name from the Frenchman, named John Dushnn, who 
was rol)bed and nuirdered on tlu» night of October 
23, 1778. At the time of the murder a large* 
number of French otHcers, marines and sailors 
were in town from the vessels which were anchored 
in the harbor. They used the fresh-water stream. 



bj'' the old stocking factory, as a place for doing 
their washing, cooking their soups, dainty dishes, 
etc., made from the fish and game, which was quite 
abundant ; and undoubtedly these fellows, at times, 
held high carnival in this vicinity. The body of 
Dushan was found in the morning: Ivinff on a flat 
rock at the bend of the lane, probably that near 
where the Morley Button Fjictory now stands. He 
was buried with consideral)le pomp, but the per- 
petrators of the crime were never apjn'ehended. 

WIkmi the Sons of Portsmouth held their first 
reunion, on July 4, iSo.'i, the greater part of them 
were landed here from the cars, and marched to the 
city. 

Turning from Frenchnian's Lane westerly, pass- 
ing the 

POWDER HOUSE 

on the left, which was built in ISII, after the old 
powder house in the North Cemetery was pronounced 
dangerous, and going directly by the site of the old 
garrison house on the knoll, and over a few rods of 
level, you reach the 

PORTSMOUTH PLAINS. 

In Ihi.s ncijrhborhood, in llic carlv (lavs of the 
colonization, there was quite a settlement, and 
in 171(> the General Assembly of the Province made 
a grant to Thomas AVestbrook, to keej) the only 
])ublic house at the Plains, in consideration that he 
should lav out six acres of land for the acconi- 
modation of dr:iwing up the militia of the town. 
At a later period Joseph Akerman deeded one acre 
of land at the Plains to the town. 
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The most murderous attack l)y the Indians that 
our h)cal history records occurred here on the morn- 
ing of June 2(), 1<)9(). They burned five houses 
and nine barns, and killed fourteen people ; in the 
desperate struggle several others were severely 
wounded, while a number were made prisoners and 
taken away in their retreat through Great Swamp. 
The inhabitants, who were unaccompanied, were 
mostly killed or taken prisoners, but those who kept 
together, in the main, succeeded in reaching the gar- 
rison house, the site of which is on the little knoll 
of rocks <)()() feet northerlv from the old Sherburne 
house, on the westerly side of Islington Koad. 
The well of the garrison house was filled up by 
Andrew Sherburne, who pointed out its location to 
the writer; it is about seventy-tive feet westerly of 
the site of the garrison house. As soon as the attack 
by the Indians was known in the town, a train-band 
under Captain Shackford was sent out to intercept 
them in their retreat. Thev overtook the savaws 
while breakfasting in th(» woods, at what is since 
known as "Breakfast Hill," at the junction of Lafay- 
ette and Greenland KojkIs. The soldiers fell u])on 
them and recovered the prisoners and the plunder, 
but the Indians made a hasty cscaj)e. Mrs. Mary 
Brewster was severely wounded and l<»ft for dead, 
her scalp having been entirely removed from her 
head, but she recovered and afterward b(H*ame the 
mother of seven children, from whom most of the 
Brewster families in this vicinitv have descended. 
The cellar of the Brewster house is still visil)le, 
although nearly filled with rubbish, in the dense 
bushes 750 feet east of the schoolhouse, and on 



a line with the eastern fence of the Evans house, 
on the Middle Road. 

The only rotul to the Plains, from the town, was 
formerly through Frenchman's Lane into Spinney's 
Lane, and then midway between Islington and 
Middle Roads, passing by the Brewster house. The 
highway, now known as Islington Road, was opened 
in 1792, and Middle Road a short time after, lentil 
within a few years the Plains was the favored place 
for holding the old-time nmsters and milit^iry 
exercises, and no doubt manv interestiniif incidents 
have oc(;urred here, lonir ao^o for-Ljotten. 

In the old early davs of slavery, Portsmouth 
had a hundred and fiftv or more of these human 
chatt(»ls, and it was here where thev used to meet 
each vear to choose their mock kinir* and hold hi^h 
carnival unrestrained. In the records of St. John's 
Lodge, the Plains tavern in 17(18 was called "King 
( leorge's Tavern," and from 1 77o to 18H1) the " (ilobe 
Tavern." The settlement in 172.') was sufficiently 
hum* to induce them to build for themselves a meet- 
inff-hcmse. The buildinir remained for nearlv twenty- 
five vears, when in 174.S it was destroved bv a jjrale. 
The old meetinir-house stood on what is now the 
northerly side of Middle Road, on the corner where 
it enters th(* Plains ; the old road passed it on the 
north side. 

In the en<rravinir lettered I), at the extreme 
l(»ft under the figure 1, is the old garrison well ; at 
fitrure 2, on the knoll near the crest, bv the led<re 
on the westerlv si(h» of the drive, is th(» site of 
the garrison house, in which the frightened inha1>- 
itants sought refuge from the savages, on that 
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Wi'ibiL' uiui'iiJiig in June, Kidd, At tigmc '.i, novu 
beyond the large tree in the field, on the high 
ground, a few feet east of the tttone-wall, is tho 
old Brewster cellar. A rosehiish yet remains to 
mark the ajxit of u once nourishing garden, and 
each year aends forth its annual Mourn, as fresh 
as when cared for by the handa which nurtured it 
more than two centuries ago. The old "King 
George's Tavern " is at the extreme left, in letter A 
view, and has stood here, jirolmhly, more than one 
hundred and tifty years, and home witness to the 
scenes here enacted. 

SEO^TARY RICHARD WALDRON HOUSE. 

This large gainbrol-ioof house is situated on 
the road leading south from the Plains, and was 
built about 1740, by Colonel Thomas Westbrook, 
-whose daughter niairied Seerctary Richard Waldron, 
bom in 1(194, and the son of Colonel Biehard 
Waldron, President of the Province of New Hamp- 
shire, succeeding John Cutt. At Krst he cstalilished 
his residence at the old homestead in Dover, later 
moving to Portsmouth, settling at the Plains. He 
was appointed Collector in 1728, and Secretary of 
the Province very soon afterward. His residence 
at the Plains was destroyed by tire in 174;'), with 
the prolmte (^oiirt and other valuable public records 
in his kce|)iiig. He then mo%'ed into this house, 
furnishing it in the most modern style of the 
time, where he lived until his death in 1753. The 
house was btiilt with taste and elegance for those 
days, and remains very much as it was originally 
constructed, more than one hundred and sixty years 



ago, witli llie <;xuoptiuii, MiaL LLo large |)ui'ch oQ the '' 
east side was removed several years since. After 
the death of the Secretary, the house passed into the 
possession of the Moffat family, and here Madam 
Whipple resided, after moving from the Moffat 
house on Market Street, in 1811, until her death, 
several yeai-s later. Afterwai-d the jiriiporly wa« J 
owned by the-Klwyns, and by them sold to Joseph ] 
O. Ham, who now resides here. 

THE WEEKS HOUSE. 

Three and a half miles beyond the I'lains and 
half a mile l»eyond Greenland village, and nnilh of 
but near the main road, is a plastered biii^k house 
of which Brewster says in his "Rambles": "The 
oldest house now standing, bnilt in Portsmouth, iaj 
the quaint brick house on the Weeks farm in Gr 
land. This is no blunder, although it may seeoH.! 
like one, for at the time that house was Iiuilt, (irecn-, 
land was a part of Portsmouth." 

No written record of the year this liouso wi 
built has been found, but the Weeks fiiiiiily. >if long 
ago, dates the time of its erection as 1 i-'.',fi. It ihia 
is correct, there is but one house in New Knglmid 
which antedates the Weeks house, that being the old, 
Ci-addock mansion in Medford, Mass., which i« 
to have l»een built in l(i34. The general architeo-' 
tural design of the b<idy of the two ancient structui 
and their chimneys are almost identical. I>eoni 
Weeks, son of John, was born in lfi39, and in HiBl 
and at odd times later, he held several minor toWl 
offices, but we are not able to find that he was ev 
one of the selectmen of Portsmouth, as stated iaj 
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sevenil piiblicnlioiif', Al llircp diftprenl liiiioy he 
was grantetl lands, in all amounting to lifty-tnro 
acres. Among his children wns 8amuel, lx>rn in 
1670, and from hiui the present heirs of the farm are 
descended. The late Roltcrt B. Weeks died in 1898, 
and the place goes at his wife's deceaj^c to his nephew, 
John W. Weeks, l>eing of the seventh generation. 

This ancient dwelling is situated on the old 
highway to Exeter, near its junction with the new 
road, which, hy the way, was huilt niiu'e tlian a 
century ago. The house is twenty-two hy thirty- 
six feet, and the bricks of which it is constructed 
were biu'ned in the door-yard. The timl)er8 are 
hardwood throughout the building, and in the main 
are large and massive. The walls arc <>ighteen 
inches thick in the lower st<)ry, and eight and one- 
half feet high, the upper story l>eing six inches 
lower. Originally the windows were of the ancient 
type, being small diamcmd-shaped glass set in lead. 
The house was probably btiilt as a kind of garrison, 
with a view oi safety from Indian incursions. In 
the west end of the house is a long i-ont, the effect 
of an earth(|uake in 1755. 

Returning to the creek, and continuing easterly 
on Islington Street, which was named hy an Eng- 
lishman from Islington near London, where John 
Gilpin's fanutns vkh' took place, and jiassing several 
old houses without especial liistorical interest, Corn- 
wall Street is reached, and the little common oppo- 
site, with the monument, is 

GOODWIN PARK. 

In 1887 the heirs of the late Ichabod Goodwin 



sdlil I he Guiidwin tidd tit !i noiuitial in'uf. foiidi- 
tional that it should always be kept as a public partt. 
It was purchased by the Eldredge family and pre- 
sented to the city. 

The Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument was erected 
in 1888, by popular subscription, the dedication tak- 
ing place on July 4th of that year, the orator of the 
occasion lieing the Hon. Charles Levi Woodbury. 

THE GOVERNOR GOODWIN HOUSE, 

On the <!orner of Islington and Cornwall Streets, 
was ercited in 1811, and purchased by Captain 
Goodwin in 1833, soim after he had retired from 
active sea life. He was Iri'ijueiillv clcilcil lo (he 
Legislature, and served as the- lirst War (iovernor of 
New Ham[>shire during the trying days of 1859—151, 
fitting out the First and Second Regiments of New 
Hampshire Volnntecrs. 

He was largely inlerested in shipping, banking 
and railroads, serving ais president of the Eastera 
Railroad in Now Ilanipsliirc, and the Portland, Saoo 
& P<irtsmonth Railroad continuously for twenty- 
five years. 

In October, 18li7. his daughter Susie was mar- 
ried in this house to (icoigi' Dewey, then a lleutfith- 
ant in the navy, now "Admiral George Dewey." 

THE HAUBURTON HOUSE, 
On the east side of the park, was moved iram tlio 
South End. It was tho residence of the late Andrew 
Haliburton, who was born in Nova Scotia in I77I, 
and was a cousin of Judge HaJiburton, uuthor of 



"Sam Slick, the Clix-kmak(*r." In \TJ1 lie cnrae to 
Porlsiiiiiiilti, a,ii<l WU.S appointed Deputy Cullector, 
and afterward for thirty years held the office of 
cashier of the Portsmouth Bank. He died in 1846. 

His first wife was Elizabeth Underwood. Be- 
ing an invalid, the doctor advised her to pass the 
aumnier in the country. Her father, John Under- 
wood, owned this proi)erty, as well as the Goodwin 
field. She improved so much in the little one-story 
house, that they decided to enlarge and live in it. 
Mr. Ilaliburton's second wife was a daughter of 
Captain Thomas Manning. 

The old house was moved again in lilOl to 
Elwyn Avenue, and finally, after a pilgrimage of 
more than one hundred years, returns to a spot not 
far distant from where it originally stood, probably 
over one hundred and fifty years before. 

THE SHILLABER HOUSE. 

Near the foot of Langdon Street (which was 
first Rock Street and later Ann Street), next to the 
last house on the westerly side, stands a diminutive 
qne-stoiy dwelling, end to the street, and almost 
hidden from view by other and larger buildings. 
This little house was the birthplace and boyhood 
home of the late Benjamin P. Shillabor, the genial 
humorist, whose ci'eati<ms, "Afrs. Partington" and 
"Ike," gave so much amusement to thousands of 
American readers in years gone by. This was the 
" little house by the river " occujiied by his jmrents, 
for the waters of the North Mill-pond then came up 
to the foot of the good-sized garden, which had 
room for apple, pear and fruit trees, carrant and 



gooselwrry liushes, flower beds and vegetable patches. 
Hero, too, lived the late Cnptiiin Rol>ert Shillaber, 
the "My Brother Bob" of the Partingtonian writ>- 
ings, and here, later, lived and died an aunt of the 
"Shillalier boys," who was always understood by 
Mr. Shillalwr's friends to be the prototype of the 
immortal "Mrs. Ruth Partington, widow of the late 
Corporal Paul," and one of whose descendants now 
owns and occupies the house, 

C W. BREWSTER HOUSE. 

Ncurlj' opposite Brewster Street, on the south 
side of Islington Street, is the house built in 1817 
and long occupied by the late Charles W. Brewster, 
editor of the Porlsmoulh Journal, until his death in 
1859. He spent many years gathering the exhaust- 
ive material for his "Rambles About Portsmouth." 
He was a descendant of Elder William Brewster, 
who came over in the "Mayflower." 

THE OLD JAIL 

Is on the noilh side of Islington SiriTl, ii|ipi)site 
Sunmier. On Congress Street, between tlic North 
Church aud Fleet Street, on the glebp bmd. smd 
probably adjoining the lot of Thouiii!- I'hipps, 
the first schoolmaster, was built, in ll!Sl!l, the lirst 
jail in Portsmouth. It was a structure fonrlecn by 
thirty feet, 8tn)ngly built with heavy logs. On the 
southerly corner of Porter and Cbcslnnl Stieots 
another was built in 1759. The building was iimde 
of s»]uarc-hewed tinilier of oak, lim-d on the inside 
with solid plank and covered willi iron burs. A 
dwelling-house was annexed to il. When tlic 




THE OLD JAIL. 



Woodbury Langdon house, on the site of the Riwk- 
inorham House,, was destroyed by fire, in 1781, the 
}ftil also waa consumed. 

! This, the iHliiigtnii Street jail, was built in 
3782, immediately after the destruction of the old 
^ne, but the stone annex was added some fifty years 
afterward. One hundred years ago, in front of this 
jail, there remained aflixed a set of staples in which 
theunnilv imnatrs were stnipjicd and sovcri'lv lashed, 
iicn-rdiji^' lo ihc decree (if llifir niivn^r. .>n I'hoir bare 
liitcks with !inil-n'-nin.'-1ails. tintil llicy l.i'^L'fd for 
mercy. Tiiie jail wiis jilunduiied iifler the new imc 
on Ponhalhuv Street, in the rear of the new Court 
House, was built in 1891. 

Turning from Islingt*»n Street to the left, at 
the e ml of Pearl Street is the Portstmmth Machine 
Shop, formerly Ihc 

PORTSMOUTH STEAM FACTORY 
And afterward thf Kearsargc Mills. This factory 
Bite is where the residence of Nathaniel Adams, the 
'author of the "Annals of Portsmouth," was formerly 

situated, hif* grounds extending lo Islington Sireet, 
The dwolliug-bouse i.f l>r. F. K. Puller is situiiled in 

.^ what was the orchard of Mr. Adams, and the Duo 
tor states, that the apple trees in his yard are the 
same thai were there when the "Annalist" owned 

■_ the property. Pearl Street wsis also taken out of 
the estate. ' 

Previously this ))roperty was owned by 
William Parker, a gcutlenian from Kngland, who 
married Zerviali Stanley, a <laughter of tlie ICail of 
Derby, conti-ary to the wishes of her fatliei', and 



came lo this eountry in 1703. One of his sons, 
William, was an eminent lawyer and Itecame Judge 
of the Superior Court, John, another son, was llio 
father of the first Unircrsalist minister in Ports- 
mouth, Kcv. Nonh Parker. The daughter, Gliza^ 
Iwth Parker, married Captain Nathaniel Admns, the 
father of the "Annalist." The first AVilliam Parker 
and his wife (Zerviah Stanley) were buried in these 
grounds. 

The Pnrtsmnulh Steam Faelory pureliased ihe 
jmiperty in 1845, In I84T the roof blew off in a 
high gale, and a part of it landed on the brick Irarn 
in the reju' <if the Rice house on Islington Street. 
The capital of the comiiany was t5;t0,00(> and it 
eniphiyed nearly four himdred persons. At first 
lawnn were nianufacture<l , and in 18<i3 the manu- 
facture of sjinnl cotton was inti-oduced. Afterward 
the mill was sold and the purchasers named it the 
"Kear.sarge Mills." It wjis nearly desti-oyed by fire 
in 1880, and afterward remodeled and uscil as a 
machine shop. 

On the northeast corner of Islington and 
Parker Streets is Ihe 

REMICK HOUSE, 

Wiiicli was built by Dnnicl Kcmark. or Hemtek, and 
olbcrs iu lliilii. When this house was Itcing re- 
piLire*! in IB.^il one of the timlwrs was removed, and 
upiui it was found marked the names of "Daniel 
Ilenmrk, John Thompson, — Holmes, J, Tlicmisim, 
— Stephens, John Thomas. KltMi," At the siuue 
lime a jug iif wine was found ind)C<1detl iu Ihe 
niasiiFuy, iind under the old hearth «cvonil bushels 




HrNBTHK HOUSE, 



of salt were taken out, which hjul been there for 
more than one hundred and fifty years. The house 
is noted as the one where, a few years ago, a man 
shot and killed his three daughters and himself, after 
shooting and wounding a i)erson of whom he had 
convictions was holding imi)ro[)er relations with his 
family. 

« 

Next to the Kemick house, on the northwest 
corner of Tanner and Islinjrton Streets, is the 

KENNARD HOUSE, 

Once known as the Eagle Tavern, built in about 1 7(H), 
and afterward the residence of Oliver P. Kennard. 
In the last part of April, 1717, a chiM was born in 
this house, the snow l)eing so deep the doctor and 
nurse were obliged to enter the house through a 
chamber window. The snow is said to have fallen 
to a depth of eight feet on a level, and for years 
was referred to as the "(ireat Snow." In Boston, 
the local ])apers stated that the snow fall, on a level, 
was six feet deej). 

THE BUCKMINSTER HOUSE. 

This is the popular name of this gambrel-roof 
dwellinir, althouirh the Kev. Dr. Buckminster lived 
here onlv a vear or two after his marria<?e to (\)lonel 
Ladd's widow. This fine specimen of colonial 
architecture, situated on the northwest corner of 
Bridge and Islington Streets, was erected bv Daniel 
Warner, the father of Jonathan, of the Warner 
house on Daniel Street; and of Nathaniel, who 
was engaged to Miss Lcttice Mitchell, and whom 



the father designed should occupy this house (see 
Mitchell House). In 1702 it was purchased by 
Colonel Kliphaiet Lsidd, who was the projector of 
the Portsmouth Acpieduct, and here he resided until 
his death, in iHOt). In 1810 Rev. Dr. Buckminster 
jnarried Colonel Ladd's widow for his third wife, 
and left the parsonage on Pleasant Street to reside 
in this mansion, dying here June 10, IS 12. 

PORTSMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



This building was erected in 180(), from designs 
drawn bv Charles Bultinch, the eminent architect 
who designed the Massachusetts State House, and 
many other public buildings and private dwellings. 
It was l)uilt by the [U'oprietors of the Portsmouth 
Acjulemy, and intended for public schools. The 
society was incorporated in I)eceml>er, 1808. It 
was used as an academy until 1S(>8, when it was let 
to the city for public schools. 

In the year \Wi) Hon. Frank Jones, then 
uuiyor of the city, gave: one year's salary ($r)00), 
the money to be available for a public libniry, when 
the citizens should niise Sr),0()0 for the same ])ur- 
pose. This amount and accunuilations, after the 
establishment of the library, was expended ]>y trustees 
of that special fund for books. 

Th(» library was oj)ened January 1, 1881, in the 
third storv of the Custom House; from there the 
books were moved to an ante-room in Congress 
Block, then to three rooms in Franklin Block, and 
then back ajrain to Confess Block, the books lieinff 
placed in the large hall. In May, 1881, the library 
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was accepted by the city, which provided a per- 
manent home in the ac*iidemv, after remodeling 
it in 1896, at an expense of $8,000. The Icjise 
expires in 190(5, when the city can purchase the 
buildin<r at an amount stated in the lease. 

The Young People's Union turned over its 
library, of about eijrht hundred volumes, in 1881. 
In April, 1884, the Merc^mlile Library Association, 
which was established in 18r)2, crave its collection of 
two thousand volumes to the Public Library. Other 
donations of books, numberinir from five hundred to 
eleven hundred volumes each, have be<Mi jriven by 
the estates of Joshua Peirce, Mrs. Kdwin Putnam, 
Miss H. Louise Penhallow, Mrs. Annie (ioddard 
Eddy, the Misses Haven and Mrs. Elbridjre Gerry. 
Colonel Georjre F. Towle, of Newcastle, gave his 
valuable military library of fifteen hundred books. 

Legju?ies to the amount of $1.5,17;") have l)een 
left to the Invested Fund Account, by Miss II. L. 
Penhallow, Miss Ellen Pickelt, Mrs. Joshua Brooks, 
Mrs. Mary Ilju^kett Goodwin, Miss Louisa Sinies, 
Miss Charlotte M. Haven, Miss Mary 0. Parker, 
Mrs. Marcy E. Ladd and Marcellus Kldredge ; the 
income of which can only be ex[)ended for the jnir- 
chase of new books. 

The city annually appropriates a sum of money 
for the necessary running ex[)enses. The library 
now contains over eighteen thousand volumes, and a 
reading-room is maintained in connection. The 
majority of tlu» trustees are elected by the aldermen, 
the may<n% fv officio, being chairman, and C. A. 
Ilazlett, treasurer. Robert E. Kich has served as 
librarian since the esta])lishment of the library. 



THE CUTTER HOUSE, 

Situated on the southeast corner of Conjrress and 
Middle Streets, built by Charles Treadwcll about 
1750, for his son Jacob. Afterward Dr. Annni 
R. Cutter ])urchased the house and gave it to his 
daughter, who married Colonel Storer. It is still 
occupied by descendants of Dr. Cutter. In the 
French an<l Indian War, and at Ihe siege of Louis- 
burg, in 175S, Dr. Cutter served as surgeon, and in 
1777 he had charge of the medical depai^tment of the 
Northern Army, and served until the surrender of 
Burgoyne. Clement Storer in IS 14 commanded 
the first divisi(m of New Hampshire nn'litia. In 
1817 President James Monroe was enteilained in 
this house by Colonel Storer, then a member of 
Congress. The President was accompanied by (icn- 
eral Miller, the hero of Lundv's Lane : Conunodore 
Bainbrid«!:e and Genenil Henry Dearborn, who had 
been a Colonel in the Continental Army and a 
Major (Jeneral in the War of IS 12. 

The next house (m the south is the 

LEAVITT HOUSE. 

The date of the erection of this house is not 
known, but Hon. Wvseman Cla<r<*tt removed here 
from the Hart residence on Daniel Street after the 
tire of 17^)1, which destroved the Stoodlev Tavern, 
and lived here several years. He came to Ports- 
mouth in HAS, as King's Attorney, and executed 
the law with marked severity: to be " CI arretted " 
was a conmion term amongthe inhabitants, expressive 
of s|)cedy disci|)line. He married Lett ice Mitchell 
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PEIRCE HOUSE. 



(sec Mitchell house), and proved himself as exacting 
and relentless in his matrimonial life as he was severe 
and harsh in his official capacity. He was, however, 
a stanch friend of the Colonists, and was a valued 
member of the Conmiittee of Safetv durinor the Rev- 
olution ; having been active and influential in organ- 
izing that temporary form of government, adopted 
in New IIam|)shire at the beginning of hostilities. 
Under this government the office of Solicitor (ien- 
eral was created; Mr. Clagett being appointed to 
till the position, and was the only person ever hold- 
ing the office, which ceased to exist in 17^4. He 
owned a large estate in Litchticld, N. II., where he 
removed, and for several vears was succcssivciv 
elected to the (leneral Court. He died December 1, 
17«4. 

About op])osite to the Leavitt house is the 
French-roof buildinir of the Vounjr Men's Christian 
Association, formerly the residence* of 

HON. W- H. Y. HACKETT, 

AVho was promin(Mit as a lawyer and banker. At 
his g(»lden wedding, in 1S7(I, he remarked that for 
fifty years he had lived in the same house, occupied 
the same i)ew, served as director in the sanu» bank 
and used the samr buildinir as an oflice. 

Next south of the Leavitt dwcllinir is the 

COLONEL PEIRCE HOUSE, 

Which was Iniilt iihout 17H"). hv Williaiii Shoafe. 
III I8)ii), Colonel .Joshua Peirce, a son of riohn 
Peirce, purchased the house, and occupied it after 



he left his extensive phice in Greenland, a part of 
which farm was owned by Captain Francis Cham- 
pernowne. The massive granite ste|)s in front of 
this house were removed bv Mr. Peirce. The bal- 
ustradings to the front stairs were taken from the 
(lardner house, on Mechanic Street, several years 
ago, when this house was being repaired, and are the 
same that were placed in that house when it was built. 
For sever d vears (-olonel Peirce comminded the 
(iilman Blues, receiving his commission from (lov- 
ernor John Tavlor (iilman in 181.'5. He conmmnded 
the First New IIam[)shire Kciriment fn»m iJSi^O to 
1«2;^. 

KEARSARGE HOUSE, 

On the southeast corner of Congress and Chestnut 
Streets. The buildino: was erected bv Colonel Joshua 
Peirce for dwellings, but converted soon afterward 
into a hotel. The site was formerly occupied by a 
house built about 17^.') bv .lacob Treadwcll. He 
was a tanner, whose place was n<»ar Bridge Street, 
from which Tanner Street derived its name. His 
son Nathaniel afterward occupied the house, and 
from him have descended most of the Portsmouth 
families named Tread well. It was aft (m* ward owned 
and occui)ied by Captain John Parrott and then by 
Adams Perry, a botanic physician. When the 
Kearsargi' House was built, it was removcnl to 
A I ban V Street. 

PLEASANT STREET. 

Captain rlohn Pickering, 2d, gave to the town 
in l()7i5 a stiip of land two rods wide, running 
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:ihrough hia poasessione to the mill-tlain, for a high- 
way. The water in Puddle Dock iit that tiiuo aiiiie 
fer up into tlie land, nearly to Pleasant Street, and 
'ftt very high tidcf, it is aaiii, flowed across lietwwn 
"Whei'o tlie Litngdon and AVentwortli houses now 
stand into the South Pond. At that time this triu;t 
of land was railed Pickering;^'!* Netik. That part of 
Pleasant Street, nuilh fi'om the present Court Street 
to the Parade, was called t'ourt Street, so named 
from llu' old <'onrt House or Sliite House. Uien on 
MarkrI S,|urMv. 

ROCKINGHAM NATIONAL BANK 
BUILDING. 

On the east side, at No. 1 Pleasant Street, is 

the mastie-eovercd liank fiiiilding. This Imnk was 

Organiiiod a« a State Rank in 1814, and reorganized 

a National Bank in ISOr*. with the utane capital 

*aO(l,0()0. Jaeoh S. Piekering was cashier from 

1814 to 1849, and was succeeded by his son until 

1870, who has served as president from 1873 to 

le present ye«r. In its eontiniion?* existence, for 

«ighty-eiph( years, under pmctically llie jruidiuiec ol' 

the siinie fauiilv. It litis had hut (lin^ iire^ideiils and 

three uiisliier.-.' In fninl of this l.uil.lirifr sio..d a 

Jirick wtitcli- house ahout twelve feel >i[iLyn', wliii-h 

•as built ill 1T<11. ami taken down a1 llie time of 

'ashington's visit, in 17f*!l. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE UNION BANK. 

In the building lui the noi'flieii.sl comer of Stale 
'■■and Pleasant Streets, before Ihev were removed. 
(> stone safes, one lu the first storv and Ihe 



other in the second. They were placed in the build- 
ing in 1M14, hytho Xew Ilanipshire Union Bank and 
were use4 liv them and the Braucli Bank of the 
United States. The biiiliiiug «a- remodeled in 1896. 
The New Ihimpshin' riiioii Bank was incflri»orated 
in IH(I2, withGovernojLaiiirclniias its lirst president, 
and existed for forty yeais. 

THE GLEBE BUILDING, 

In the rear of the North Chun-h. on the west side of 
the stivet. The Portsmouth Onirli' building for- 
inertv occupieii this site, hnl in about lT!)!t it waa 
removed to the corner of Court and -Middle Streets. 
Iiy Hayniitrket S,|tiarc. and the lirst three-sloi'y >l(n-e 
li'iiilt in Porlsniuulh was erected here iii iJ^OO, by 
Daniel Anstiu. There were only fifteen three-story 
dwellings in town-at this time, and the greater part 
of ihein liad heen hnilt within the last five years of 
that century. There were also, at this time, live 
hiindri'd and twenty-four two-story houses and 
eighly-six one-.story dwellings in town. Colonel 
.losliua Wcnlnortli's |)lace of business was in this 
Iniitdinj;:. A tiigh roof was afterwai-d added, and 
that bi-iii;: <listroyed by Hrc il was rejilae*^! with the 
present Frencii roof. 

This was lot number one of the glebe lands, and 
was leased at fifteen shillings per year, by Richard 
Wihii-d in 170!t. At that time he was the wealthiest 
nmn in Portsmouth. In 17ill the rental was dis- 
charged for the I'eniainder of the nine hundred and 
ninety-nine years, for the sum of three pounds and 
fifteen shillings. When this buildimr was erected. 
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in 1800, Portsmouth had a population, according to 
the United States census, of 5,339, ranking twelfth 
in the list of cities and towns in the United States. 
There were 187 slaves in Poi-tsniouth in 171)7, and 
140 in 177:). 

CUSTOM HOUSE AND POST OFFICE, 

Erected l>v the United States from Concord jrranite 
in lsr)S, on the site fonnerly occupied by the Rock- 
ingham Bank and Farmers' Hotel. The Custom 
House and Post OtHci* |)r(niously was on the corner 
of Penhallow and Daniel Streets, and the building 
still retains its marble tablet with the inscription, 
"Custom House." Previous to this the Custom 
House was at Colonel AVhipple\s office, corner of 
Sta-t<' and Chestnut Streets, and the Post Office was 
kept in a store on Buck Stre(»t until ISO.'), then in a 
house on Market S(|uare. In IS 13 it wjis on the 
north si<le of Daniel Street, about midway between 
Market S(|uare and Penhallow Street. In Jackson's 
first administration, in 1S21), Abn(»r (ireenleaf was 
appointed ])ostniaster, and the Post Office, which for 
several years had been kept in the then new Customs 
Building, was removed to State Street, where Shel- 
don Brothers' furniture rooms now are, and n^mained 
there until 1S4(), when it was moved back to the 
Custom House airain, beiuir located at that place until 
moved to the present Post Office and (^istom House 
Building on its eompletion. The first Custom House 
and Post Office was, during the Revolution, situated 
on the site of the '' Stone Store," on Market Street. 
On the southwest corner of Pleasant and 
Porter Streets, on the grass plot, stood the 



FARMERS HOTEL, 

Of which we give a cut, reproduced from an old 
am!)rotype. It was oj>en as a hotel as early as 181S, 
and kept by Iladley cNc dark in 1S40. hi the latter 
year there were nine hotels in the town. 

THE RICHARD JENNESS HOUSE 

Is situated on the northeast corner of State and 
Court Streets. It was built in iSlS, bv the widow 
of Kobert Tread well, and on the site of the house 
in whieh Thomas Packer, Sheriff of the Province, 
lived in MIM), The stone-wall extendiuir down 
Court Street, between the hous(» and the Colonel 
Sise tire enirine rooms, was then there, and vet 
remains the same as it was at that time. Sheriff 
Packer lived here at the time he hung Uuth Blay, in 
17<)S, and it was in front of this house, and probably 
l)y this wall, where the indignant peo|)le hung him 
in Qffi^fXy that night, with this inseription: 

** Am I to lose my dinner 
This woman for to hanjj? 
Come draw away the rart, my boys, 
Don't stop to say Amen." 

Afterward Colonel Brewster oceupied the house, 
and titled it up for a genteel boarding-place. It wjw 
hen* that Washinjifton, durintr his visit to Portsmouth 
in 17HI), was entertained. The house was destroyed 
in the jrreat tire of \^\»\, 

DANIEL WEBSTER HOUSE. 

On the opposite side of Pleasant Street, on the 
northwest corner of Court Street, where the three- 
tenement house now stands, was the i*oflidence of 
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Daniel Webster, being the second occupied by 
him here. It was totally destroyed in the great fire 
of Deeeml»er, 1813. In Webster's autobiography, 
written for Mrs, I^e in 1^29, wMeh may be found 
in Volume I of "The Private CnrreMiKmdence of 
Daniel WeiiMter," published in 18."»7, he says: "la 
December, IXUi, 1 l)eing in Washington, my house 
wa« burned ; my wife tmd (children had just time to 
escupc. I had icceiitly bought the house for ;f(i,000. 
Its losri, with whtit wtiM bnnit'd in it. was no small 
matter. It wiis in no ))art liiMUitHl." In the same 
autobiogniphy he wnitp : "I lived in PoilsmoiiUi 
nine years, wimting one inontli. Tlu-y were very 
happy years." The house was tlie same size and 
shape a.s the Kev. Sanuiol Langdon Jioiiso, north of 
the Universalist (.'hutvh. 

On the southeast corner of Court Street, for- 
merly stood the residence of 

DEACON SAMUEL PENHALLOW. 

Kev, Dr. Bucknitnster Iioarded here when he 
began his ministry of the North Church, in 1779. 
His life in this house, .and chnnning description of 
the dwellings and home life of Deacon Penhallow, of 
Govenmr Umgdon and other neighbors, ara detailed 
in Mrs. Eliza Hue Iv minster Lee's memoirs of her 
' father and lirothci. puiilishcd in l«4il. In the Pen- 
hallow house, John Siillivun, then a mere office boy 
for Matthew Iji\ormore, i\ noted lawjer, pleaded his 
first case. The old residence was moved in 18(>2, 
for which see Deacon Penhallow house, M'ashington 
Street. 



THE OLD PARSONAGE 

la situated on the west side of Pleasant Street, the 
second house south of Court Street. The leases of 
the thirty-eight acres of upper glel)e land, around 
the powder house, wei-e sold at public auction, in 
five lots of from eight to nine acres each, at Stood- 
ley's Tavern, Octolnsr ■>!, 17!)1, and the proceeds 
from the sale were used in part by the North Parish 
to build this parsonage, which was ei-ected the next 
year. Kev, Dr. Buckmiuster occupied the house for 
eighteen years, and was i>astor <if the Nm-lli Church 
for tliirly-thi-ee years. At the age of twenty-eight 
he succeeded Itev. Drs. Langdon and Stiles, who 
hiwl successively renun'^Hl to become presidents of 
colleges, one of Harvard, the other of Vale, 

REV. SAMUEL LANGDON HOUSE, 

Also known as the "J. Iv. Pickering house," and 
now owned an<l occiii)ied by the great-granddaughter 
of Rev. Dr. Langdon, is next north of the Univer- 
salist Chuivh. It was built by Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Langdon in 17411, and occupie<l by him. He was 
chaplain of the New Hampshire tnmps at the siege 
of Louislmrg in 1745, and pastor of the North 
Chui-ch from 1747 to 1774, wlien ho was appointed 
president of Harvard College. He i)ffei-ed the 
pi-iiyer for the assembled army at Cambridge Com- 
mim the night jn-evious to the Iwittle of Bunker Hill. 
He die<l at Hampton Falls, N. II., in 1797. In 
1813 the house was occupied by Hon, John God- 
dard, who had recently declined an election to th& 
I'nited States Senate. The estate has never lieen 
out of the family. 



The first parsonage in Portsmouth was built on 
the site of this house, and adjoining was erected the 
tirst place of worship, an Episcopal chapel, both 
!)eing built about 1H38. Rev. Richard (libson 
was the tirst clergyman. ( 'aptain John Mason, one 
of the founders of the plantation, sent over for the 
chapel, — "the great Bible, twelve service books, one 
pewter flagon, one connnunion cup and cover of 
silver, two tine table-cloths and two napkins." The 
parsonage was probably burned in 1704, when occu- 
pied bv Rev. Nathaniel Rogers. It was standing in 
1657, when the connnittee was authorized to build 
the first Puritan meeting-house, for in the contracrt 
were the words: "and repairing ye old meeting- 
houfeand to finifh it and tit it uj) for a dwclling-houfe 
for our minifter." The building passed through re- 
peated changes. First it was described as a "par- 
sonage house with (^hapel attached," then all of it was 
used for a chapel or meeting-house and afterward 
changed into a dwelling-house for the pastor. 

THE GOVERNOR LANGDON HOUSE. 

The mansion opposite the Fniversalist Church 
was built in 1784 bv (lovernor violin Laui'don, and 
until his death, in 1819, was occupied by him. lie 
was, with Captain Pickering, John vSuJlivan and 
others, engaged in the seizure of the ])owder at Foit 
William and Mary in I)ecem])er, 1774, a j)art of 
which his cousin, Samuel Langdon, afterward (^on- 
veved to the armv at Cambrid<re, and which was 
used later at the battle of Bunker Hill. Afterward 
this same cousin Sanmel, in 177S, conchu'ted two 
loads of clothin<2: to Washin^rton's suffering: armv at 



Valley Forge, it being a gift from the inhabitants 
of Portsmouth. 

Mr. Ijan<rdon was chos<»n President of New 
Hampshire and tive times Governor of the State. 
His famous speech was made while h<* was Si>eaker 
of the House of Representatives, convened at Kxeter 
in 1777, during a protnu'ted and important session 
of three davs. He rose and made the followin*? 
declaration, which will ever enshrine his memorv 
in the hearts of the sons of Xew Hampshire: "I 
have a thousand dollars in hard nu>ney ; I will 
pledge my plate for three thousand more. I have 
seventv hofrsheads of Tobajro rum, which will be 
sold for the most they will bring. They are at the 
service of the State. If we succecul in defending 
our tiresides and our homes, I may be remunerated ; 
if we do not, then the property will l>e of no value 
to me. Our friend Stark, who so nobly upheld 
the honor of our State at Bunker Hill, nuiv 1k^ safelv 
entrusted with the honor of the ent<'rprise, and we 
will check the progress of Burgoyne.'' 

He was the tirst President of the I'nited States 
Senate, and there being neither President nor Vice- 
President he was for the time Acting President, and 
as siu'h infornu»d (Jencral Washington of his ehHv 
tion. In 1812 the Republican Congressional Caucus 
offered him the nomination for the office of Vice- 
President of the I'nited States, which he declined. 
He entertained Louis Philippe and his brothers at 
this house: and here Washinirton dined several 
times with Mr. Lanirdon, when here in 178i), and 
recorded it as the handsomest house in Poitsmouth. 
The carvings are tine specimens of the Corinthian 
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order, and the introduction of a fleur-de-lis in the 
kevstono of the arch in the hw^e lil)rarv is a very 
artistic and si«rnificant f<»ature. President Mon- 
roe was entertained bv (lovernor Lanmlon here in 
1817. The house was afterward owned bv Rev. 
Dr. Burrou^rhs, who was rector of St. .John's Church 
for fortv-tive years; it is still owned bv the I^anij- 
don faniilv. The small brick lodws in front are a 
unique feature : similar ones were in front of his 
brother's house before the Kockin<rham was relmilt. 
In 1782 the Manpiis d(» Chastelleux wrote: "After 
dinner we went to drink tea with Mr. Lan^don. 
He is a handsome man and of nobh* carria<re. His 
house is eleirant and well furnished and the aj)art- 
i nients well wainscoted." 

MARK R WENTWORTH HOUSE. 

To the south of tlu* Lanirdon house is the Mark 

« 

H. Went worth rcsidc^nce, built the same vear as the 
Governor Ijanir(h»n house, by Captain Thonuis 
Thompson, who was one of the lirst naval oflic^ers 
connnissioned bv the Continental Conirress. His 
commission, dated October 10, 177<), and si^rned bv 
John Hancock, is j)reserved in the home of Captain 
William L. Dwiirht on Middle Street. He com- 
manded the frii^ate "Haleiirh," built at Portsmouth, 
and in 178') was colonel of a re<rinient of artillery 
hy fippointnuMit of Governor Lanirdon. Amonir 
the paint iuirs in this house is a pastel portrait of 
Lieutenant-Governor .John Wentworth. The larjre 
elm near the street measures sixteen fc^et in circum- 
ference. 

Mark H. Wentwoilh was of tin* seventh gener- 



ation from Elder William Wentworth, the emigrant. 
He lived in this house till his death, in r.M)2, at the 
aire of eijrhtv-eiirht vears. The si)ot where the !)arn 
stands was formerlv occupied bv a Sandemanian 
meeting- house, l)uilt in 17<>4and taken down twenty 
years later. Afterward the society worshiped in a 
room in the ]>rick schoolhouse on State Street. 
The poet, Jonathan ^L Sewall, was a memljer of 
this church and fretjuently c<mtributed hymns of his 
own composition. The Sandemanian Society was 
founded bv Robert Sandeman, and here was or<ran- 
ized the lirst church of Christ in Americ^i, and it 
was one of three well-established Sandemanian 
Churches that existed until 1820. 

TIBBETTS HOUSE. 

The date of the building of this house is not 
known, but there is a notice of its sale in 1771 by 
Thomas Jackson to Dr. Danic^l Peirce, of Kittery, 
when it was descril)ed as situated on the street 
"leadin<r by Dr. Samuel Haven's dwellinir-house to 
the mill-dam, and next to the land of Daniel Rog- 
ers." TIh^ land between the Cniversalist Church 
and thcTibbetts house is still known as the "Rogers 
tield." The house was sold in \1W to Captain 
Richard Salter Tibbetts, who died in the West 
Indies about 18:^1. The property now is part of 
the Jacob Wendell estate. 

Just south of the Tibbetts house is the 

JACOB WENDELL HOUSE, 

Built in 1781) by Jeremiah Hill. It was ociMipied 
in 1814 by Joshua Haven, who removed in 1816, 
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I In which year it was purchased by Jacob Wendell. 
The house was beautifully furnished by itw new 
' owner with JiH the :ip))ointiiienta of the time, together 
K'lrith the Chipi)endule furniture and one hundred Jind 
J.^rty-eight pieces of Flemish cut glass iniportetl 
P?e6|K>cially for its use, all of which have been pre- 
served and are in its service to-day. It furnishes 
one i>f the comparatively rai-e instances of an inter- 
I eeting collection of antiques which have been well 
r kept together, amid many changes, during the pass- 
age uf a century. The old hall, wainscoted waist- 
high, and hting with the ancient tire-buckets of the 
Friendly Fire Society, affords a marked example of 
the French architec^tural influence which ap[>earcd so 
strongly in the construction of the colonial houses 
^ which were built immediately after the peace of 
1783 ; the staircase being designed with an enirexol, 
>. or mezzanine story, which speaks volumes for the 
h. ,. taste of the builders of that early day in the oppor- 
\^, tunity afforded, not alone for commodious access to 
C-X> the upper stories, but also for raising the height of 
'■.'^ the ixjoms there located. That the original wjuip- 
l:.T' ment of this house should have Iwen retained so 
f largely, may well rank it among the few instances in 
New ilampshire in which the spirit of the colonial 
-day has liecn retained almost in W" cntiiety, lender- 
|1 t'TDg a visit to it always a pli-asaril cxjicricncc. 

l^ JOSEPH HAVEN HOUSE. 

^v^ ' This house was built by Jose))h Haven, son of 

£>' -'Dr. Samuel Haven, m t7K(l, he living here until his 
:' death in 1M2!I. The site of this himse is whei-e the 
'south end jiorlion of the town wished to locate the 



new meeting-honae, which was under consldcnitinii 
and in dispute in 1711, lietween the noilli niu! -;(iiilh 
end residents. (See Meoting-liouee at the Sonlb 
Mill-dam.) 

The old ganibrel-roof house at the coraer of 
Gates Street foiiuerly stood on this site, but at the 
time Mr. Haven built hia new residence, it was 
moved up the street to its present locuti<m and ' 
turned around, fronting on Pleasant Street. The 
history of this ancient dwelling is not known, but it 
is very old ; proliably having l«en built as early as 
1720, and stood the storms upwai-d of two centuries. 
At the lu-esent time preparations are Ireing made t 
demolish the old liuilding. 

THE EDWARD PARRY HOUSE 

Formerly stood on the corner of Pleasant and Edward 
Streets, opposite the Wendell house. It was moved 
in 1!)00 to the Marginal Road, south of the old 
Court House. At the time of the Revolution the lot 
was vacant and was used by Dr. Haven as a place 
for the manufactnre of saltjwtre for the army. This 
house is said to have been built soon after the close 
of the Revolution ; but, on a pane of glass in the 
house is inscribed : " Built by Edward Parry in 
1800." On June '25, 1774, twenty-seven chests of ■ 

tea were consigned to him, which caused almost as 
much excitement here as did the tea ships in Iliis- 
ton ; but he promptly reshipped them, unloiuhed, 
to Halifax. Another shipment of thirty eliests J 

arrived in Septenil)er. The populace broke in the \ 

wiiulows. and Parry applied to Governor Went^ 
worth for pixiteetion, which was given. The town 
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assembled the next day, and Parry piililicly declared 
he would not JU'cept the eonsignnient, and it also 
was reshipped to Halifax. When he luiilt this 
house he also constructted a small fort on the l)order 
of the South Pond, near the west end of Edward 
Street, on the south side, on which he mounted Inuss 
cannon and a Hag. lie called the place Fort Angle- 
sea: it had four ports and is prominently inscribed 
in"IIale\s Survey of PoitsnuMith," published in 1813. 

REV. DR. SAMUEL HAVEN HOUSE 

Formerly stood on the south side of Pleasant Street, 
midway between Kdward and Livermore Streets. 
It was built in 1751 by Dr. Sanmel Haven, who, 
from llfrl to ISOii, was pastor of the South Parish. 
He died March 3, 180H, and his wife the following 
day, and both were deposited at the same time in 
the tomb under the pulpit. Under a |)rovision of 
the will of the descendants of Dr. Haven, upon the 
death of the last member of the family, the mansion 
was taken down, and the grounds, with the land of 
the Parry and Hatch estates adjoining, were pur- 
chased and given to the city, in i81>8, to be known 
as the " Haven Park." ;? 1*8, ()()() were left for the 
purchase of land and buildings: i^2,()()0 to put the 
park in order, and >?.■),()()() as a park fund. 

GENERAL FITZ - JOHN PORTER HOUSE. 

The house occupied by the family of Albert K. 
Hatch was built about \1'M} ])v Matthew Livermore, 
who came here in 1724 to teach school. He was 
appointed King's Advocate and Attorney (ieneral in 
173(> of the Province of Xew Hampshire. Sanmel 



Livermore, a relative of his, also lived here, who 
was the chief adviser of Governor Wentwoiih. He 
was Attorney (Ieneral in 17(>1L a member of the 
first Congress, and in 17i)J) a United States Senator. 
The house formerly stood on the opposite* side of 
the street, on what is now Haven Park, and Gen- 
eral Pitz-John Porter was born here in August, 
1822. After superior service in the Mexican War, 
he served as Major General of Volunteers in 18()2, 
when he was court-mai-tialed and dismissed from 
service, but after a long contest was reinstated in 
his rank in the regular army, and phu-ed on the 
retired list in 188(>. His stanch friend, the late 
K. H. Eddy, of Boston, |)rovided in his will a fund 
to be used to erect an e(|uestrian bronze statue of 
General Poiter in Portsmouth, and soon after the 
General's death on May 21,1 IK) 1 , the sum of Ji;aO,()00 
was received by the city. In March of the ensuin<j 
year, in the administration of Mayor John Pender, 
action was taken lookinir toward the erection of the 
proposed statue, and a connnittee was constituted 
by the Gity ( -ouncils in joint convention, upon April 
lOth, charged with the execution of the above 
becjuest. The first (juestion of importance to ])e 
decided was the selection of a suitable site ior the 
proposed statue, this being a subject which aroused 
considerable public interest. The conflicting claims 
of Haven Park, so-called, at the South Knd, and of 
Haymarket Stjuare, at the intersection of Gourt and 
Middle Streets, were urgcMl with great persistence, 
])ut the latter was finally a})])r()ved May l<>th by 
a unanimous vote of the connnittee. liv vote of 
the connnittee at a subsequent meeting, held May 
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18th, it was settled timt the e^ntract for executing 
the bronze statue, to l)e j)hiced on the pedestal, l)e 
awnrded to Mr. ffanies K. Kelly, of Xew York City, 
and that gentleman accordingly received the com- 
mission, and the requisite bronze castings are at the 
present time in process of construction. 

FIRST SUNDAY- SCHOOL. 

In a small wooden house, formerly on the south 
side of the street, in June, 1818, was convened the 
tirst Sunday-school in Portsmouth, and possil)ly the 
tirst in the country. It was a buildinor which had 
l)een erected for the New Hampshire Union Bank's 
safe, near the corner of State and Pleasant Streets, 
after the tire of 1813. It was afterward removed to 
Went worth Street, l)eing used as a lecture room by 
the South Parish, under Dr. Parker's ministry. Dr. 
Parker then lived in the three-story brick house at 
the end of Livermore Street, next the Poller house. 
This building was again moved from Wentworth to 
Livennore Street, and used as a vestry bv the church 
adjoining, and afterward it was altered into a dwell- 
ing-house by the addition of a half-story, and again 
moved to the east side of Washinijton Street. This, 
however, was not strictly sj>eaking the tirst Sabbath- 
school in Portsmouth, In 1803 Mrs. Amos Taj)pan, 
a sister of Rev. Dr. Buckminstor, collected the nu- 
merous neffro children in town at her house every 
Sunday, and, with the aid of her daughters, gave 
them religious instruction. This was continued for 
several years, and constituted, pr()])ably, the tirst 
Sabbath-school in New England. A Sabbath-school 
was also established in June, 1818, in the brick ves- 



try of the North Church, on the west side of Fleet 
Street, !)etween State and Porter Streets. It was 
afterward held in Jefferson Hall, and included the 
children of the city, without respect to denomi- 
nations. Deacon Amos Tappan was superintendent 
from 1818 to 1821. 

PLEASANT STREET CEMETERY. 

The site of this cemetery was deeded to the 
town for a burial-{)lace by Captain John Pickering 
in 1 754. It has not been used for some years. The 
oldest headstones were those of two children of Dr. 
Samuel Haven, dated 17()1, later moved to the 
South Cemetery. Another, near the tomb on which 
is carved a skeleton, has the date 1773. The ma- 
jority of the stones were plained previous to ISOO, 
and bear the names of the Mannings, Coues, Salters 
and Wendells. 

FOWLE'S PRINTING OFHCE. 

The tirst printing office in New Hampshire was 
opened by Daniel Fowie in 17r)i>, in a wooden build- 
ing at the junction of Pleasant, Washington and 
Howard Streets, where now stands the residence of 
Mr. John E. Colcord. Fowle's bold utterance of 
his political opinions, while a resident of Boston, 
had offended the Massachusetts authorities, and 
their persecution cause<l him to come with his 
presses and printing materials to this town, wlH»re, 
on the 7th of October, KT)!), he issued the tirst 
number of the N^f^tr Jfaiiipshirf (Ut'^Htt'^ a weekly 
paper still published here. 
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FOWLED PRIPn"ING PRESS. 

Until \s\\i\, the tij-st |in>ss i.ii wUk-h the Xew 
llfimp.'ihiit dir^fli'' \\\\.> iiriiilril wus owned in this 
city. It was of 11 |)iiiiiitiM' lv|pi'. the bed Iwing of 
vtone, and the iiiipR'.'.'-iiiii irivm liy a wooden sei-ew, 
operated by a liver pulled liy hand. The press 
descended from Fowle, through several jiai'ties, to 
the late Hon. Fmnk W. Miller, and on the death of 
his widow, her sister, Mrs. Brooks, thi-oiigh Mr. 
Israel P. Miller, attempted negotiations to present 
it to the New Hampshire Historie^l Society; Imt, 
they showing no visible interest, it wa-s sold At 
auction, and finally fell into the possession of a Xcw 
York printing press company, who exhibited it at 
the Columbian Exposition in IK!I.'<. 

GOV. JOHN WENTWORTH HOUSE. 

Biiiil about ITi;:i. Inr tin- bi-^t Cnvernor .lulm 
Wentwiirth. >.on of Murk Iliinkinir Wnitivorth. tmd 
nephew of Beiminfj; Wentwoilli. Governor John 
Wentworth was born in ITSti, and received his e^m- 
tnission as Governor, succeeding Governor Benning 
Wentworth, in 17(57. At the Iwginning of the 
Revolution he was the Uoyal Governor, and eonse- 
fjuently defended the Crown, while at the same time 
his father and uncle were active participants in the 
patriot cause. 

In 177.") a Royalist named Kenton, a former 
captain in the Knglish armj', and a recent menilier 
of the Exeter convention, took refuge at the Gov- 
ernor's residence. A mob gathered befoi'c the house, 
and demanded that lie be given up and taken to 
Exeter for trial. This was done, and llie (tovernor, 



deeming this an insult to himself, left the house, it 
is said, from the liack way, through his garden, to 
the South Pond, where he l)oarded a boat and was 
taken to Fort William and Mary, where he sought 
protection, while the mob entered and ransacked the 
house, in one of the front rooms a broken marble 
chimney-piece is yet to !)e seen in its place, kept 
there as a memento of the attack. Governor 
Wentworth afterward went to Kn^nd, where he 
was created Baronet, and appoJ^c3 (iovernor of 
Nova Scotia^i»- 17TT2; whore he died in 1820. The 
family i)oi'traits of the Wontworths, by Copley and 
his master, Blacklmrn, are still preserved in this 
mansion. His large stable was opi)osite, on the 
present site of the house of William J. Fraser, in 
which he kept sixteen horses for family use. 

As the Wentwoii:h name will frequently appear 
in the following pages, it may be well to loc^ite 
the prominent members of this famous family. 
The Wentworth (jenealogy, in three large volumes, 
1)}^ Hem. John Wentwoith, of (-hicago, 1878, con- 
tains in its index the names of one hundred and 
foi-ty-three John AVentworths, and more than that 
number of "Johns" with middle names. Five John 
Wentwoi-ths resided at different times in Ports- 
mouth. Lieutenant-Governor John Wentworth, of 
the third generation from the original settler, Elder 
William Wentworth, was born January 1(5, Kwl, 
and was Lieutenant-Ciovernor in 1717, until his 
death in 17;U). His first son, Benning, of the foui-th 
generation, born Julv 24, liUH), was Governor from 
1741 to 17(>7, amfdied October 14, 1770. He 
resided at Little Harbor. 



Governor John Wentworth, of the fifth gener- 
ation, born in 173H, was the grandson of Lieutenant- 
Governor Wentworth, and son of Mark Huuking 
Wentworth, and nephew of Benning Wentworth. 
He was Governor from 17(57 to 1775 and lived 
in this house. Lieutenant-Cfovernor John Went- 
worth's second son was Hunking AVentworth, born 
I)eceml>er 19, 1(597. He was chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Safetv at the ajre of 78 vears, and lived 
on Congress Street, He died in 1 784. Mark Hunk- 
ing Wentworth, brother of Hunking of the fourth 
generation, was born March 1, 1709, and died in 
1785. He lived on Daniel Street. Mark Hunking 
Wentworth, of the seventh generation, was born 
in 1813 and died in 1902. He lived on Plejisant 
Street, in the Captain Thompson house. It is some- 
thing remarkable that all of the al)ove-named houses 
are yet standing except that of Mark Hunking 
Wentworth on Daniel Street, which was removed to 
give place to the High School Building. 

SOUTH MILL AND BRIDGE. 

The town granted to the tirst flohn Pickering, 
in 1(558, this mill privilege, on c(mdition that he 
should keep in repair, a bridge over the dam, for 
foot pjissengers going to church. When tirst built, 
the bri<lge was but six feet wide. The mills W(To 
Imilt at the same time bv Mr. Pickerin<r, who came 
here from Massachusetts in KJ.'MI, and i)reviously 
from England. The mill property remained, until 
1790, in the familv. In 18«1 the citv l)ou«rht the 
old mill and privilege : the mill being taken down 
and a store Imilt on the site. (For old meeting- 
house see churches.) 
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CAPTAIN TITUS SALTER HOUSE* 

This fine gambrel-roof dwelling is situated south- 
east of the South Mill-dam, on the north side of 
Salter Street. It was built by Captain Titus Salter 
about 174r), and, as he was married that year to 
Elizabeth Bickford, it is likely they moved into the 
new house at that time. It had extensive grounds 
and wharves, where vessels formerlv diseharcjed and 
loaded their cargoes. The little gambrel-roof house 
on the opposite side of the street was built by him 
at the same time for his servants (probably slaves). 
Captain Titus Salter was the second son of the 
immigrant, John SalU»r, who came here from near 
Exeter, County Devon, England, about 1(>80. Cap- 
tain Salter commanded a company of one hundred 
and eijrhtv men at Foil Washinirton at the Narrows 
in 177(> and re-enlisted in 1777 and 177S. On June 
29, 1779, Joshua Brackett, Hunking Wentworth, 
Jonathan Warner, James Ilaslett, Theodore Atkin- 
son, Elejizer Russell and other prominent citizens 
petitioned the Committee of Safety to havo the ship 
"HamiKlen,"a privateer belonging to John Lang- 
<lon, titted out and join with Massachusetts to resist 
the British. She was purchased by the State*, 
manned with a crew of Portsmouth seamen and 
[)lac*ed under conunand of Captain Titus Salter. 
Previously the "Hampden'' was commanded by Cap- 
tain Thomas Pickering, at the time he lost his life. 

THE ROPE -WALKS 

Formerly extended ei<rht hundred feet on the south- 
ern borders of the South Pond, the main enti'ance 



to which was through Johnson's Court. In the 
War of 1812 the rope- walk was used for liarracks, 
and in May, 18(U, during the administration of 
Governor (loodwin, the Second New Hampshire 
Regiment was (juartered here. It was nuistered 
into United States service June 8, and marched 
from Portsmouth June 20, ISiU. 

STATE ARSENAL. 

This Iniilding was formerly called the "(Jun 
House." The land on which it stands was appro- 
priated by the town to the State in ISOS, and the 
Arsenal erected to hold annnunition and artillery 
belonging to the government. The walls that en- 
closed the vard have recently been taken down. 

South of the Arsenal is the 

HAVEN SCHOOLHOUSE. 



The tirst })ublic schoolhouse ])uilt in Portsmouth 
stood about on this spot, and was erected in 1709 
bv a vote of the Assem])lv in 170S directin«: that a 
free Province school for "rightcrs, readers and 
Latiners" be established in Portsmouth. President 
John Cutt, in his will of h>S(), gave one hundred 
l)()unds toward the erection of a free school, and his 
niece gave a lot of land, in 1700, for the same pur- 
pose, spoken of elsewhen*. In \li^2 the schoolhouse 
was enlarged by the addition of a i)art of the old 
meetimr-lumse, which sat near bv, and at the same 
time the bell of the old editice was transfernul here 
and put in place, probably in the same lielfry. (See 
public schools.) 



91 




A DR. MITCHELL HOUSE. 



DCXrrOR MITCHELL HOUSE 

Is situated on the west side of South Street, the 
fii*st house noilheast of Blossom Street. The date 
of the erection of this house is not known, Imt about 
1750 Doctor Mitchell lived here, who had a daugh- 
ter, Lettice, a )>eautiful j'oung lady of social promi- 
nence, who was betrothed to Nathaniel Warner, son 
of Daniel Warner. Nathaniel, not enjoying gocxl 
health, made a voyage to Europe. In his al)sence a 
young officer, Wyseman Clagett, came to town, bear- 
ing the title of King's Attorney, who created no 
little excitement in social circles. Of all the favored, 
Lettice was the ol)ject of his especial attention. 
Although Miss Mitchell luul i)ledged her affections to 
another, the eyes of the mother l)eing djizzled by the 
glitter of official title, her persuasion overcame the 
l)etter sentiments of her daughter, and in 1751) 
Lettice Mitchell iMJcame Mrs. Wyseman ('la«:ett. 
Young Warner returned, and on learning the situa- 
tion he gi^adually declined and, it is said, died of a 
broken heart, while Lettice continued to live an un- 
happy life with the choice of her rt^y^Her, Wyseman 
Clagett. They resi<led tirst in iTre iTart'liouse on 
Daniel Street, then in the Leavitt iiouse on King 
Street, now Congress Street. 

SAMUEL GARDNER HOUSE, 

On the southerlv side of South Street, south of New- 
castle Avenue. The descendants who occupy this 
house do not know the date of its erection. Peter 
Shores jmrchaseil this estate fnmi a Mr. Nolan in 
17()8. Samuel Gardner, a brother to Major Gard- 



ner, having married Mr. Shores' daughter, came 
here to reside, and from him the house derived its 



name. 



THE CX)TTAGE HOSPITAL* 



The Hospital was tirst opened on January 23, 
1884, in a small house at the lower end of Court 
Street, donated for that purpose by the late George 
Bilbruck. In 1881> it In^came evident that the house 
was too small for the constant demands l>eing made 
upon it, and the directors decided to make an appeal 
to their charitable friends for jissistance, and over 
thirty thousand dollars were contributed to the fund, 
enabling them to erect this modern Hospital, which 
can comfortably ac*commodate thirty patients. Dur- 
ing the tirst ten years, over thirteen hundred persons 
were cared for in the new building. It has a large 
endowment fund. 

LANGDON PARK* 

In 18<)7 John Langdon Elwyn gave a)K)ut five 
acres of land, lying on the south side of the South 
Mill Pond, to trustees for a j)ublic park, to be laid 
out as such any time they deemed most expedient. 
The Lanffdon Park Association was formed in 1875 
and reorganized in 187<> with Frank W. Miller as 
chairman, who was energetic in securing and plant- 
ing over six hundred trees. The park was opened 
May 25, 187(), with addresses by Rev. James De- 
Normandie, IchabodGoodwin, Daniel Austin, Charles 
Levi Woodbury and Alfred Langdon KIwyn, a full 
account of which appears in the ])amphlet published 
by the chairman. 
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C. POND IN SOUTH CSHETBRV. 



COTTONS BURIAL-GROUND 

Is on the south side of South Street, near the south 
end of Kichards Avenue. On fFune 5, 1(>71, Good- 
man William ("otton agreed with the town to clear 
and fence the town's land which now comprises this 
and the adjoining cemeteries. After clearing away 
the trees and shrubs, he was, for twenty years, to 
have the use of it for a pasture. The Cotton (^^mc- 
tery was, in 1721, enclosed separately, the remain- 
ing land being used as a training field. There are 
many old tombstones here, the oldest legible one 
being that of Walter Clarkson, 1789. 

PROPRIETORS' BURIAL-GROUND. 

This tract was the "Trayning Field," so-callod, 
and it was here that Captain John Pickering first 
drilled his Puritan company. In 1735 Rev. Mr. 
Shurtleff was granted the use of the property by the 
town for a pasture, and it was similarly used by 
Doctor Haven and other pastors of the South Parish. 
When the traininor field at the Plains l)e<ran to be 
used, this was abandoned and was left for a pasture, 
which was known as the "Minister's field.'' On the 
erection of the Stone Church, this projierty was 
given to the trustees of the charity fund, who in 
1830 laid out the "Proprietors' Burial-ground," 
this l)cing the first cemetery in the town other than 
the public ones. 

The growth of this cemetery caused, in IS 47, 
the adjoining one known as Harmony (irove to be 
laid out, and in 1871 a still further acldition in Sag- 
amore Cemetery. In 1875, when the old Green 



Street Cemetery was abandoned, the remains found 
there, including those of President Cutt's family, 
were carefully removed hither, and the old stones 
set uj) in a central part of the yard. Ixjgac»ies for 
the perpetual care of lots in these cemeteries are 
entrusted to "The Society for the ("are of the South 
Cemetery," incorporated in 18(17. The trust<)es 
serve without pay, and any excess of income from 
the invested funds is expended in improving the 
walks and grounds. 

Here, on the highest part of the ground in 
Proprietors' Burial-ground, on December .*K), 17<>8, 
was enai'ted a tragedy, when an unfortunate girl, 
Ruth Blay, of South Ham])ton, was hung for the 
alleged concealment of the biiih of a child. For this 
offense the English law prescribed the penalty of 
death, and this blood-written law was not rei)ealed, 
even in this State, until 171>2. The execution was a 
most pathetic scene, a thousand s])ectat()rs witnessing 
the tragic act, as the poor misguided girl, dressed in 
silks, moaning and shiieking, was drawn in a vmi, 
under the gallows to her doom. Much sympathy 
had been aroused for the vounjr woman, her friends 
having intercepted and i)rocured a reprieve from 
the Governor, which would have later resulted in a 
pardon, as circumstances afterward showed that her 
child was still-born. Sheriff Packer refused to stay 
the execution, it is said, bec^uise he did not wish 
to be late to his dinner. Hardly had life beccmie 
extinct when the reprieve arrived, and the indig- 
nation of the poi)ulace was such that they gathered 
around his house that eveninsr and han<red Sheriff 
Packer in effigv. This was the fourth and last exe- 
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culion in Portsmouth. In the "Rambles" is piil)- 
lished a poem by All)ert Laighton on the Kuth Blay 
tragedy. The view of Proprietors' Burial-ground 
titled "Gallows IliU*' is the place where Kuth Bhiy 
was killed ; the ji^allows standin^: near the centre of 
that portion represented by this picture. The view 
beside it shows pai*t of the pond, on the noi-th side 
of which Kuth was buried, and it is said to have 
been the first interment made in this cemeterv. 

GOV. BENNING WENTWORTH MANSION. 

Turninjr easterly Jirouiul the Sacaniore Cenie- 

terv into Little Harbor Road, and about half a nu\o 

bevond, at its terminus, is the Governor Benninir 

*' . • . ^ 

Wentwoilh mansion. Lonirfellow, in " Ladv Went- 

woi1h," in "Tales of a Wayside Inn,*' pictures the 

house : 

•* U was a pleasant mansion, an abode 
Near and yet hidden from the great high-road, 
Secjuestered among trees, a nol)Ie pile, 
Baronial and colonial in its style. 
Within, unwonted splendors met the eye, 
Panels and floors (jf oak, and tapestry ; 
Carved chimney-pieces, where on brazen dogs 
Reveled and roared the Christmas fires of logs ; 
Doors opening into darkness unawares. 
Mysterious passages, and flights of stairs ; 
And on the walls, in lieavy gilded frames. 
The ancestral W'entworths with ( )ld-S( ripture names." 

This house was built in 17.")0 bv Benninir 
Wentworth while he was (lovernor ; havinir been 
appointed at the time of the final separation of this 
State from Massachusetts, in 1741, and held his 
comnn'ssion until 17()7, at which time, after a rather 
turlmlent administration, he was succeeded bv his 



nephew, John Wentworth. In 1759, after he had 
lost all of his children, his wife died, and he was left 
alone ; but was soon after married, quite romantic- 
ally, to his housemaid, Martha Hilton, the heroine 
in Longfellow's poem of " I^ady Wentworth." They 
had two scms, both dvinjr in infancy : and after the 
Governor's death, in 1770, the entire estate came 
into the possession of his widow, who soon after 
married Michael Wentworth, a rehired colonel in the 
Enirlish Armv, who was not related to the Governor. 
Thev had one dauirhter, Martha Wentwoi-th, who in 
\H0'2 married John Wentworth, son of Thomas and 
irrandson of Mark llunkinir Wentworth. He was 

. educated in Enirland, and there wrote a treatise on 

«_ 

law, for which he was appointed by Eniiland, Attorney 
General of Prince Edward's Island, afterward mov- 
ing to Portsmouth (his native town) and establishing 
himself in the practice of his profession. He was 
sometimes called "Sir John," but he was not knighted. 
At the time of their marriaire thev went to reside at 
the old mansion with her mother, then a widow : 
Golonel Wentworth, her second husband, having 
died suddenlv in New York in \1\K). Martha, the 
mother, died in ISO.") in this mansion. John and 
his wife continued to reside here until ISIH, when 
they went to England, and sonu* time after, while 
on a visit to Paris, he died. His widow returned 
to London, whei'e she lived with an adopted daugh- 
ter until her death, in 1S')1. 

President Washinirton, when in Portsmouth in 
17S9, visited this old mansion, on his return from a 
tishing trip down the riv(M-, and was highly enter- 
taiiu'd with the hospitality characteristic of Colonel 
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Wentworth and his lady, then residing here. The 
house contains forty-five rooms, although originally 
it hiKl fifty-two. 

The historic edifice still retains the most of its 
colonial features. As you approach the entrance to 
the hall of the Council Chamber, a large heavy 
door, with its massive hinges, is before you. Upon 
opening it you observe an old wooden lock of mam- 
moth size. In the hallway is a short flight of stairs 
leading to the ancient parlor ; at your right you 
enter the Council Chamber; immediately on your 
left will be seen the fireplace, surrounded by its 
handsome antique mantel, carved by hand, before 
which the Governor stood, with Martha Hilton at his 
side, to l)e united in marriage to his housemaid by 
the Rev. Arthur Browne, nearly one hundred and 
fifty years ago. Beyond, in the corner is an old 
gun-rack, containing twelve ancient muskets of the 
flint-lock pattern, still in their places, with the bay- 
onets yet affixed ; in the opposite corner are twelve 
more, between which is the old family spinet, which 
responded to the fingers' touch and made merry the 
hearts of long ago. 

The Council Chamber is high and airy, and 
quite richly finished and imposing in its general 
appearance. It was in this room, that the Governor 
and his Council met for their deliberations on im- 
portant questions of State, for many years. The 
opposite entrance leads to the billiard room, but the 
quaint old table is not tliere ; yet there arc many 
interesting relics to be seen. In the parlor and 
other rooms are many curious antiquities and inter- 
esting portraits, including one by Copley of Dorothy 



Quincy, afterward Madam Hancock. The cellars 
are mainly in their original shai)e, except the stalls 
for the Governor's large troop of thirty horses, 
which were placed there for use in times of danger, 
have been removed ; but the walls remain the 
same, and nearly everything throughout the archi- 
tecture and finish of this, the most historic and 
widely known of Portsmouth's multitude of colonial 
houses, yet remains in its original state. In 1817 
the property was purchased by Charles Cushing, but 
is now^ owned and occupied as a summer residence 
})y J. Templeman Coolidge, Jr. 

MARCY STREET* 

Returning to the South Mill Bridge, thence you 
will be conducted through Marcy, Water, Court, 
Washington, Daniel and State Streets to the Post 
Office, and from there to points west. This street, 
from Liberty Bridge to Pleasant Street, was form- 
erly a part of Water Street, the change l)eing made 
in memory of lion. Daniel Marcy, who had a ship- 
yard east of this street, and there built a large num- 
ber of vessels. In 1863 he was elected a Repre- 
sentative to (-ongress from this district. 

At the corner of Marcy and South Mill Streets, 
facing the bridge, is the three-story Morrill house, 
which stands on the site of the dwelling of 

CAPTAIN THOMAS PICKERING, 

Who was one of the most active and fearless of 
Portsmouth's patriots during the Revolution. It 
was he who, in c()mi)any with John Sullivan, John 
Langdon and others, on the night of December 15, 
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1774, surprised and captured Fort William and 
Mary, cariying away one hundred barrels of pow- 
der, with a large quantity of small arms and numi- 
tions, the next dav removing: all the smaller cannon 
possible of conveyance from the foil ; distinguishing 
themselves not only with the fflorv of bcino: the 
first who forcibly took possession of British proj)- 
ei-tv in the Kevolutionarv War, but the satisfaction 
of securing for the patriot cause the large amount 
of powder and ammunition, which was so effectively 
used soon after, at the battle of Bunker Hill. lie 
was prominent in capturing a provision barge be- 
longing to the " Scarborougli,'' man-of-war, and also 
in boarding the British ship, "Prince George," 
capturing her, with nearly two thousand barrels 
of flour; seventeen himdred of which were sent 
to Washington's army in Cambridge, three hundred 
barrels being reserved, with Washington's consent, 
for the use of Poi-tsmouth. Afterward Captain 
Pickering had command of the "Hampden," a 
twentv-orun vessel, and while cn<raired in a hotlv 
contested battle near Annapolis, Nova Scotia, with 
a much larger British ship, was killed, March, 177J>. 
Pickering Street, running to the river from Marcy 
Street, was named for him. 

The second street from South Mill Street, on 
the east side of Marcy, is Hunking Street, situated 
on the north side of which is the 

LEAR HOUSE, 

Marked with a bronze tablet. It was here that 
Tobias Lear, who was piivate secretary to General 
Washington for sixteen years, was born, in 17()(). 



In Washington's diary, under date of Tuesday, 
November 8, 1789, he wrote : "I called upon Pres- 
ident Sullivan and Mrs. I^ear.'' Mrs. T^ear was the 
ste{>-mother of his secretary and occupied this house 
with Sanuiel Storer, who had married Lear s sister. 
They were the parents of the late Admiral George 
Washington Storer, who was a baby at the time and 
received Washin<rton's blessimr. Lear served as 
secretarv until Washinirton's death. Afterward he 
was ConsuKieneral at San Domingo and Tripoli in 
1S04. Mr. liCar had three wives, the tirst being 
Mary Long, of Portsmouth ; his second was Mrs. 
Ball, a niece of (ieneral Washington, the third 
l>eing Miss Fanny 1). Henly, a niere of Martha 
Washington. 

THE FERNALD HOUSE 

Is situated on the corner of Howard and Manning 
Streets, nearly opposite the ward room. Built by 
Samuel Frost in 17;>2. Captain Nichols, the father 
of the late Rev. Dr. Nichols, of Portland, owned it 
at the time of the Revolution. Captain Daniel Fer- 
nald, who married a daughter of Captain Michols, 
took the house in 17'SS and lived here until his 
death, in 18()<), at the aire of ninetv-ei<j:ht vears, 
three and one-half months. To him Charles W. 
Brewster was indebted for the details of many inter- 
esting "Rjimbles." 

THE GARDNER HOUSE. 

Situated on the corner of Mechanic an<l (iard- 
ner Streets, facing the river, is the (ianlner house, 
which was built about 17(10 bv Madam Mark Ilunk- 
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ing Went worth, for her son Thomas, who died here 
in 17<)8. After l)ein{r occupied during the Revolu- 
tion by the Nicliols l)rothers, it was ])urchjised in 
1792 ])y Msij. William (ianhier, who removed hither 
from- the i'ambrel-roof house on State Street. lie 
was ])orn in 1751, and was a pronn'nent patriot, 
holding the i)()sition of (\)nnnissary for the Kevolu- 
tionary Army, in which office he lost nearly all his 
property. He lived here until his death, in IHiyd. 
The interi(n' of the building is a striking example of 
old-time architecture, with its large hall and stairway. 
The woodwork of the corridor is profusely orna- 
mented with hand carvings of the Corinthian pattern, 
as well as are the front rooms of the mansion. In 
the yard is the largest and most beautiful linden tree 
in the State, it now being fifteen feet in circumfer- 
ence, and was planted by the Wentworths at the 
time the house was built. The dwelling which for- 
merly arched Gardner Street was built by Major 
Gardner, and after the war, the room over the arch 
was occupied by him as a United States loan office. 

JONATHAN M. SEWALL HOUSE. 

On the south side of (iates Street, the first 
house from Washington Street is the dwelling 
occupied until 1S()« by Lawyer Sowall, whose songs 
were so famous during the Revolutionary War. His 
"Miscellaneous Poems,*' i)ublished in Portsmouth by 
William Treadwcll cSc C(mii)any, in ISOl, is a rare 
book of iM) [ pages. In his " Kpilogue to Cato," 
written in 1778, appeannl the oft-quoted couplet: 

" No pent-up Ulica contracts your powers, 
But the whole boundless continent is yours." 



lie was the writer of that stirring song oif the Rev- 
olution, entitled ''War and Washington,*' which was 
sung in <»very camp throughout the country. He 
wrote numberless epitai)hs, among them being one 
on the death of Dr. Hall •Jackson, who died in 1797. 

"To heal disease, to calm the widow's sigh, 
And wipe the tear from Poverty's swol'n eye 
Was thine ! but ah ! that skill on others shown, 
Tho' life to them, could not preserve thy own. 
Yet still thou liv'st in many a grateful breast, 
And deeds like thine enthrone thee with the blest," 

James T. Fields, noted as a poet, author and 
publisher, was born and lived in the house, number 
12, on the north side of Gates Street, nearly oppo- 
site the Sewall house. 

THE MANNING HOUSE 

Is on the southerlv corner of Mannino^ and Water 
Streets, near Liberty Bridge. Before and during 
the Revolution it was the residence of Capt. Thomas 
Manning, who, standing on the west steps of the 
State House on the l^arade, made the historic decla- 
ration which changed t\w name of King Street to 
(V)nirress Street. He was verv active durinor the 
Kevolutionary period, and being rich he contributed 
liberallv to the cause of his countrv. 

On the bend of Manning Street, frontmg 
toward Water Street, is the 

FIRST WENTWORTH HOUSE, 

Probably the oldest dwelling, excei)t the Jackson 
house, in Portsmouth. It was built j)revious to 
1()7(). The tirst settler bv the name of Wentworth 
in the town was Samuel, who settled at New 
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Castle. On May 3, 1670, the town records state 
that the selectmen <ri'anted "unto Samuel Went- 
worth libcrtie to entertain strangers and to sell and 
brew beare as the law allows." The size of this 
house would seem to indicate that it was built as a 
public house. His son John, afterward Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Province, was probably born here, 
in 1()71. lie lived in this house at the time of his 
marriage in 1<)9H; and his son Beiming, afterward 
Governor, was born here, in KUXI, as well as tifteen 
other children. The house is in a good state of 
preservation. Its chinmey measures thirteen feet 
by ten feet at its base, and the beams are twelve by 
eighteen inches. Some of the wainscot panels are of 
clear pine thirty-eight inches in width. The house 
is now owned by descendants of (Jovernor Vaughan, 
the predecessor of Lieutenant-(iovernor Wentworth. 

POINT OF GRAVES BURIAL - GROUND. 

Captain John Pickering, 2d, in March, 1071, 
agreed that the town should "have full liberty to 
enclose about half an acre upon the neck of land on 
which he liveth, where the peoi)le have been wont to 
be buried, which land shall be improj^riated forever 
unto the use of a burial-place." Previously (^aptaiu 
Pickeriuir's father had been Imried here. The oldest 
stone now legible is dated l()^^2. The stones record 
the names of several prominent families, including 
the Went worths, the Kogers, Aleserves, Lears and 
Vauffhans ; the tcmib of the latter beinir located on 
the extreme westerly side of the ground. In the 
primitive days of Portsmouth, in this locality was 
conducted the business of the town. 



LIBERTY BRIDGE. 

The town in MM gave permission to a numl>er 
of persons who built a l)ridge over the cove at their 
own expense, to be maintained by them. It was called 
"Swinjr Bridtre*' from its havin<j: a hoist or draw to 
let the vessels i)ass, which ( ^anoe Bridge, farther up 
the dock, had not. The name of the bridge was 
changed January 9, 17()(). On that day George 
Meserve, the stamp agent for New Hampshire, upon 
demand of the patriot hosts then assembled, the 
leaders of which were (^aptain Thomas Manning, 
John Davenport, George Gains, and others, sur- 
rendered his commission to them, they carrying it 
through the streets on the point of a sword to this 
bridge, and there, amid tumultuous acclaim, at- 
tempted its destruction, but on mature deliberation 
decided that it would be more effective on the Crown 
to return it to England, which later was done, as re- 
lated elsewhere (see Meserve- Webster house). The 
Has: which they carried on this occasion bore the in- 
scription, "Liberty, Property and no Stamp," and 
was here flung to the breeze upon a flagstaff erected 
for the occasion, and the place christened "Liberty 
Bridge.'' The present flagstaff, bearing a shield 
inscribed with the motto of the flrst flag, stands on 
the same spot as the original ; the flag being placed 
at half-mast on the day of the funeral of any of the 
contributors to the former and ju'csent flagstaffs and 
flags. A new })oIe was erected July 4, 1824, and 
remained until 1S!M). The subscription papers for 
the' poles of 1824 and 1899, for repairs in 1872 and 
for numerous flags, are preserved by the ''custodian 
of the flag." 
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SITE OF GREAT HOl'SK ON LEl-T, AND COIRT STKEET. 



I>. I'ART OF OLD STATE IIOISE. 



THE GREAT HOUSE 
Formerly stood (in the southerly corner of ('ourt 
anil Water Streets. Hiiuiphi-ey C'hadburno, wlm 
was sent over hy John Mason in U)31, with alKHit 
fifty emigrants, came three mik's farther up the 
river from the little settlement at Odiorne's Point, 
then called Pannaway, and Iniiit this, the lirst build- 
ing of any importance in what is now Portsmouth. 
The land extending over Church Hill was covered 
with strawlierry vines, which gave the name "Straw- 
berry Bank" to the locality. The farm connected 
with tho Great house covered one thousand acres. 
The Great house was occupied by Thomas Warner- 
ton until l(i44, then for two years by Sanijison Lane, 
and afternard by Kichard Cutt, from 1(547 until his 
death in KSTli. After that date his lirolher Rol)ert 
lived in the house, which remained iu the Cutt family 
until it fell in ruina. The place was called "Straw- 
berry Bank" until llt53, when on petition of the 
inhabitants, then numbering fifty or »ixty families, 
the name of "Porfsmoulh " wiis [iilii}ited, in honor of 
John Mason, the pniiinilci- cf llir rolony, who lived 
in Portsmouth, in Knglish ll;iiii|is!iin'. 

COURT STREET. 
Couit Street extends westerly from Water 
Street to Middle Street. About midway In^tween 
Water and Atkinson Streets, on the northerly side, 
18 a two-story frame house, with a dormer window, 
which formerly was a part of the Oi.ii State IIocse, 
removed from the Parade to this Im^ation in the 
latter part of 183li, and converted into a dwelling 
(see Old State House) . Court Street, fi-om Water 



to Pleotiant, was for 
Pleasant to Middli- 
and afterwanl .);iHn 
On the soiillmc 
Streets is the 



(gulled Pitt Street. From 
1 it was called Low Street, 



t ('{lurl and Atkinson 



WILLIAM PITT TAVERN. 
The bronze tablet on this house states that it 
was "erected in 1770"; but we think this an histor- 
ical error, inasmuch as this lot of land was pim^hased 
by John Stavers of Hon. Theodore Atlcinson in'. 
1765, and on March 31, 17(!8. St. John's Lodge of 
Masons voted to move to the "Karl of Halifax Tav- 
ern." which is conclusive (hat it was built previoua 
1(1 tiiat date, jiroltably in ITIiT. Xt tirat it wa» 
called tlic " Karl of Ilalilax Taveni," the sign having. 
been brought from the old tavern on State Street, 
and was the principal hotel in the town. During* 
the early part of the Revolution, this place was the 
chief resort of the Tory party. The patriots kept a 
jealous eye on the house, and suspecting all was not 
right, made an attack upon it in 1777, and much 
injured it. Afterward it was repaired and the sign 
changed to "William Pitt," in honor of the Knglisb 
comm(»ncr and defender of the colonists' rights. The 
not altogether kind ti-ealmont which Mr, Stavers, the 
landlord, received, convinced iiim of his error, and he 
afterwiii'd hn-nnu- an .■jiiri.'sl .-.Lippnrl.-r (.f the cause 
of hisromitry, and oiu-u vnU-i\:uu<-i\ Die officers and 
leiulers ol the Kcvuliilioii at liis house. John Han- 
cock, whose Itold autograph stands out in luidacious 
relief, Elbridge Gerry, Edwai-d Rutledge and many 
others, who insciibed their names on that imoioi ' 
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document, the D«claratinn of Indepemlonon, liavp 
beon giirsts nt tliiH house. ; iia also ivas Gencnil Knox 
a fi'e(|iieiit visitor. Lafayette, when here hi 17H2, 
stopiwd at thia tavern; and here, too, the throe 
sonu of the Diiko of OHeana, Louis Phillipjie and 
his two brothers, called while on a visit during the 
Frencli Revolution. In this house, on Noveuit»er 4, 
178il, the noblest ijiiest of them all, the foremost 
American, (ieiiifre Wawhinirtiin. President of the 
United Stales i'iUiLf.:iri<lfiil(Tii]',' I lies,' p..rt;il:s, where 
Governor .loliii SLilliviiii, ]ih Cnuru-il :irhi nllier nota- 
bles had asseni)>led. puid ilii'in his JusI nnnpliments 
before taking his departure from the town and State. 
Upon the organization of Jhe (irand Lodge of 
Masons in New Hampshire, on July %, 17E)0, by St. 
John's and St. Patrick's Jjodges, of Portsmouth, and 
Rising Sun Lodge, of Kcene, their meetings were 
held in the lodge room in the third story, at " Brother 
John Stavers," and General John Sullivan was 
installed Grand Master. When the house was re- 
modeled recently, there was found in the partitions 
in the third story a sulistanw reseni'iling bran, 
placed there presumably to prevent sounds coining 
from the lodge room. 

UNDERWOOD HOUSE, 

Situated opposite tin- WlNijiiu I'itt Tavern. John 
Underwood, who married a ^isiei' of Margery Bray, 
who lived in the oldest house in Kittery, moved 
here and built this house about 1700. The houHe 
yet remains in posse.'^sion of some of the Under- 
wood descendants. It was in this house that the 
BomaQ Catholic people held some of their iivst 



uieetingfl, previous to their having imy cstalilished 
pliR-e of worship or ehnroli. 

ATKINSON HOUSE. 

To the westward nl lliv I'lidcrwuod house is 
Ihe site iif the mansion which was built aiHiut 1734, 
and iiecupied by Theodore Atkinson, '2d, Secretary 
of the Province of New Hampshire. The house 
was eliibor.itely furnished, and the grounds included 
nearly the entire neighborhood. It was patterned 
after the Pepperrell house at Kittery. Mr. Atkin- 
son was a man of great wealth, and at his death left 
a legacy of 11,000 to St. John's Church, the income 
to iie usetl in dispensing bread to the poor, a pruc- 
liee that is still followed. 

In addition to his duties as Secretary of tiie 
Provinee, he was a delegate to the Colonial Con- 
gress held at Albany in 1754, and also held the 
posilioii of Chief Justice of the Superior Court of 
Jiidicjitiuv. He was Huceeedcd by his son, Theodore 
Atkinson, Jr., who died October 2«, 17(i9, and was 
liuried with stately honors and ini|tosing ceremonies. 
Two weeks later, on November 11th, his widow was 
married to her cou-in, Governor John Wenlworth, 
for whom she had entertained an itffeclion in early 
life. 

The Corinlhiun capitals from the Atkinson and 
the IJeacon Penhallow 1i<)uslw are in the possession 
of William W. Cotton, of this ,-ily. 

THE BAILEY HOUSE. 
Tlie dwelling west of the William Pitt Tavern 
wjis the residence of Thomas D. Bailey and the 



boyhood home of Thomas Bailey Aldrich. The 
house and neighborhood were the scenes of many of 
the doings of the " bad boy, who was not such a bad 
boy after all." In January, 1877, a society was 
formed for the Iwnefit of orphan and destitute chil- 
dren, and this house was obtained for their accom- 
modation. The owner, George Bilbruck, afterward 
gave it to the society, which was incor|)orated in 
1879. After the removal to the Chase Home, the 
Bailey house was used as a hospital until the erec- 
tion of their modern structure on the eminence over- 
looking the South Mill Pond. 

THE CHASE HOME FOR CHILDREN 

Is situated on the southeast corner of Court and 
Washington Streets, and was built about 1780. It 
was given to the society by George B. (^hase, of 
New York, in 1881. In November, 1883, the chil- 
dren were transferred to their new abode, which had 
been fitted for their use bv the further <renerositv of 
Mr. Chase. Turning south around the Chase Home 
into Washinirton Street is 

« 

THE HUTCHINGS HOUSE. 

This ancient-look in<r dwellinir is situated on tlic 
east side of the street, o])posite the S.iltcr house. 
The date of its erection is not known. It has two 
fronts, one facing Canoe Bridge, with the door 
opening into a small garden, tho other facing the 
street, with a large s(|uarc bay window project inir 
over the sidewalk. It was in this house* that the 
Ioc:il Methodists tirsi met for worship, and in the 
south parlor their society wiis organized ; and hei*e 



the first Sunday-school class of this denomination, 
in Portsmouth, was formed under the guidance of 
George Pickering, one of the active church workers. 

DEACON FENHALLOW HOUSE. 

This house is on the north side of the old Canoe 
Bridge, known in later years as Puddle Dock, and 
was moved here in 18(52, from the southeast corner 
of Pleasant and Court Streets. This was the home 
of Deacon Samuel Penhallow, a man of sterling in- 
tegrity, who for years was the local trial justice and 
wliose opinion was highly valued on all matters. 
Deacon Penhallow died in this house in 1813, at the 
advanced age of ninety-two years. 

Here in the Penhallow house, about 17(50, 
John Sullivan, who in later years hec^ame famous as 
a General in the Revolutionary War, President of 
the State of New Hampshire and afterwaixi District 
Judge, pleaded his first case. At this time Sullivan 
was employed by Matthew Livermore, a lawyer of 
note, to take care of his horses and do general work 
about the place. Being of a studious nature, he had 
access to the books in the library ; and while busily 
enirajred one evenins: the defendant, in an assault 
case, who was to be tried before Deacon Penhallow, 
called at Mr. Livermore's office. He was absent, 
but the man, supposing that any one from the office 
might answer his purpose, asked John if he would 
not take his defenses the latter finally Jigreeing to 
do so. Durinir his absence ^Ir. Livermore returned ; 
lindinir no one to take can* of his horse and learning 
when* John had gone, |)roeee(led to Deacon Penhal- 
low's house, where he slipped into an adjoining 
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room to hear the young man plead his case. John 
SulliTan was suooessfnl and his client was acquitted. 
The next morning Mr. Livermore called him to his 
library, and told him that the kitchen was no place 
for him ; to pursue his law studies and he would 
assist him in whatever he needed. From that time 
he was a student with Mr. Livermore, and the result 
is well known, as he soon became one of the eminent 
lawyers of the State. When Dr. Buckminstcr began 
his ministry here, in 1779, he boarded at the Deacon 
Penballow house. 

On the south side of Washington Street, after 
crossing what was C^anoe Bridge, is the cottage 
building in which the first Sunday-schools were held 
in 1818. It was changed into a dwelling-house 
and moved here from Livermore Street. (See tirst 
Sunday-school, Livermore Street.) 

CANOE BRIDGE. 

Permission was given to sundry individuals, in 
1727, to build a bridge|over the cove or dock at the 
lowest part of Washington Street, from Lieutenant- 
Governor Wentworth's wharf to C'aptain Sherlmrne's 
wharf, leaving an opening of twcnty-Hvc or thirty 
feet for the passage of boats, canoes and suuill craft. 
It was called "Canoe Bridge/' and was rel)uilt in 
1786 by Hon. John Langdon and i)rcsonted in Sep- 
tember of that year to the selectmen of the town. 
Of late years, what little was left of this cove has 
borne the suggestive title of "Puddle Dock.'' From 
this dock water was conducted to the grounds of 
lion. John Langdon on Pleasant Street for an arti- 
ficial pond. The name " Puddle Dock ■' was undoubt- 



edly derived from the fact that one hundred years 
ago Charles Street, on the north side, was called 
"Puddle Lane," and Hancock Street, on the south 
side, was called "Dock Lane," and from these two 
names the waterway between became known as 
"Puddle Dock." 

CAPTAIN JOHN SALTER HOUSE; 

On the west side of the street, south of the 
Cushman house. The lot of land on which this 
})uilding rests was bought l)y Captain John Salter, 
in 1770, of John Beck, who had begun to build a 
house upon it. The deed, dated March 8, 1770, 
descril)es it as "lying on the street that leads over 
Canoe Bridge, the land adjoining that of Theodore 
Atkinson." Captain Salter complet(Hl the house and 
moved into it that year. It is now occupied by one 
of his granddaughters, Miss Augusta P. Salter, who 
is the last survivor of her father's branch of the 
Captain Salter descendants, and is of the fifth gen- 
eration from the original settler, John Salter, who 
came from Kniijlaud about KJSO. 

THE CUSHMAN HOUSE, 

Situated on the west side of the street, south of 
the new double house which oeeupies the site of the 
Nicholas Babb house. It was built by Captain 
Salter in ITiH. This was the residence of the lion. 
Sanuu^l Cushman, who was born in 178»-^, and moved 
to Portsmouth in 1S1<;. In }K,\f} to l'S;',7 he was a 
Representative to Congress, and for sev(»ral years 
was postmaster of Portsmouth, lie also held many 
municipal otiices and was prominent and active in 
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politics, holding the office of United States Naval 
Agent for several years. He was a lineal descend- 
ant of Rolieil Cushnian, who was the promoter of 
the Plymouth Colony in 1(520, and procured the 
"Mayflower" for their julventure. The next year he 
followed them, and preached at Plymouth, it is said, 
the first New England sermon ever printed. Return- 
ing to Court Street, a short distance westerly, on 
the south side of the street is the 

UNITARIAN CHAPEL 

This Imilding was erected in 1857, and is located 
on the south side of Court Street, opposite the 
Colonel Sise engine house. On this site formerly 
stood the old Parson Walton meeting-house, which 
was built about 1718 in Durham, and later removed 
to this city and re-erected as a place of worship by 
the seceders from Dr. Langdon's and other churches, 
who styled themselves "Independent Congregation- 
alists." Their first minister was Rev. Sanuiel 
Drown, and from 1789 to 1822 Rev. Joseph Wal- 
ton, a native of New Castle, was their i)astor. In 
1828 the South Parish purchased the building, using 
it for a Sunday-school room and chapel, the former 
occupants having organized themselves under Baron 
Stowe, as the Calvin Baptist Society, and moved 
to their new building on Middle Street. 

JOHN LAIGHTON HOUSE. 

The first house on the south side of Couii: 
Street, east of Pleasant Street, was the birthplace 
of Portsmouth's two well-known poets, Thomas 
Bailey Aldrich and All)eil Laighton, both being 



l>orn in the same room. The verses and sonnets of 
the latter were published first in 1859. and then in 
1878, under the title of "Albert Laighton's Poems," 
and dedicated to his cousin, Colia Thaxter. Early 
in 18(53 he conceived the idea of publishing in book 
form the choicest poems written by natives of Ports- 
mouth, and aided by the late Aurin M. Payson the 
'* Poets of Portsmouth," a volume of four hundred 
pages containing two hundred and sixty-seven 
poems, was issued in 1805. He wrote the ode of 
welcome, on the return home of the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of Portsmouth in 1873 and 1883. Returning 
again to Washington Street, on the northerly corner 
of Court Street is the 

DR. HALL JACXSON HOUSE. 

In this house Dr. Hall Jackson resided for 
many years, dying here in 1797 at the age of fifty- 
eight years. He was a physician and surgeon of 
distinction, his practice being very extensive through- 
out this section of the country. During the Revo- 
lution he was chief surgeon of the New Hampshire 
troops in the Continental Army, and captain of an 
artillery corps. He was (irand Master of the 
Masonic body in New Ham|)shire at the time of 
his death. His father. Dr. dement Jackson, who 
died in 1788 at the age of eighty-two years, was 
also renowned in his profession. 

STATE STREET. 

State Street is lined with brick houses of very 
uniform appearance, the principal exception being 
the one-story frame house near Atkinson Street, 
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vrinch was built after the fire of 1813, when Ihe town 
passed a. vote that no womlen house of over one 
story whouki Iw Imilt in the hiirneti district, Stiif« 
Stii'i't, ti'oiii Water U> Ph-atiant, was fiii-uierly Queen 
Stivft, iilierwftid Buek Street, uml previous to the 
greiit Ihe wiis very narrow, it lioinp liut twenty-five 
feet wide at its greatest lii-eadth. The extent of its 
widening is shown on the maps lianging in the City 
Roomie. The old houses that were conaunied in the 
J fire of 1«13 are described at lengUi in the "liambles." 

[Westwai-d from Pleasant Slroet was foniiei'Iv called 
Broad Street. 

OLD EARL OF HALIFAX TAVERN. 

On the iiorlli side of Slnle Slm-I, and a little 
east of the licad (d \\'il^hinirt(lll Slrpfl. in (lie wpaee 
between the residences of Washington Freeman and 
E. M. Fisher (formerly the De Nonuandie house), 
ia the site of the first "Eurl of Halifax Tavern." 

The fact that John Stavers was hindloi'd of the 
tavern on .Statr Street and then of the new one on 
Court Street, and hung unt in front of ea^h the 
I same sign, Iiearing the iiortiait of the Karl of Hali- 
fax "in scarlet coat and |ii-riwig nt Hax," freijuently 
'inisleads citizens as well ;ts -^IraTiirers. 
L The first tavern, ni.-ide fainuiis liy Longfi'llow's 

B ,^em, "Latly Wentworlh," was sJtnatod, as stated 
F^ the poem, on (Jueeii Street, the location lieing 
r«cODfinned |iy the plan drawn in 1H14, and now 
r filmed and hung in the mayor's ofHee, The title of 
tbe land at that date was in the name of Cu])taiu 
f Seawards, the aon-in-law of William Stavera. 
^B On October 10, I75."i, tiie St. John's Lodge of 



Masons met at "Brother John StaverSi^and the reo- 
m-ds state that they "dined upon an elegant dinner." 
From this tavern Barlholoniow Stnvers, brother of 
the landlord, nin Hie first rognlar stage north of 
Boston. His printed bill, date<l 171!!, i-eatls that — 
"A lai-go stikge chair, with two hoi-ses, will be ready 
Monday, the 2()th, to start at the sign of the Earl 
of Halifax for Boston, to perform once a week and 
earr\- four passengers." He advertised again in 
17(;3 that — "The Portsmoiitli Flying Stage Coach, 
with four to six horses, »vould nin ovrry Thursday, 
fare *.3.00." Afterwai-d it lefl I'oilsinuiilh on Mon- 
day mornings, stopping at niglil in Ijifwieh, and 
leliiiriiiig lct( Boston on Thursday mornings. 

Ill trojil ot this tavern was laid the first st.:ene 
til iIli' riiiiiaiitic episude so gnicefnily told by Long- 
fellow in llu' "Tales of a Wayside Inn," the last 
scene |iictinliig the marriage of Governor Benning 
Wenfw(uth to Martlia Hilt.Mi. 

HENRY SHERBURNE HOUSE 
Was situated oil the ^oLilht-ast conii'r of Slate and 
Watci- Streets, on the site of C. K. Walkers coal 
office, and known l>olh :is Ihe "New Hampshire" and 
"Portsmouth" House. Water and State Streets 
were widened at this poiut after the lire of 1813, 
The house was the tir<1 brick residence built in Ports- 
mouth, the owner being lion. Sauaiel Penhallow, 
"first of his Majesty's <.'oniicil," who married Mary, 
daughter of Presidenf John Cutt, and died Decem- 
ber 2, n2f», at the age of sixty-one years. Henry 
Sherburne, who was a Provincial Councilor as also 
was his son Henry, purchased the house and resided 



here in a mugnificont style for mtwiy years, and being 
a prominent Mason, the lodge often met. here. He 
WB8 lioni ill 1U74, and niaiTied Dorothy WentworHi, 
a sister of John, the Lieutcnant-Govei'nor. At the 
formation of the Portsmouth Pier Company, this 
house was purchased of the family, by them, and 
converted into a public house, called the New Hamp- 
shire Hotel, In 179(> the Pier was built with a row 
of warehonses on either side, excelling anything of 
the kind then in New P^ngland. The wharf was 
extended 340 feet, with a breadth of US feet, with a 
building on the south side 320 feet long and 30 feet 
wide, three stories high, and divided into fourteen 
stores. The fire of Deeeral>er 2'2, 1813, which 
originated on the spot where the Stone Church now 
stands, swept over fifteen acres of the central part 
of the town, destroying State Street and the Pier 
property. Two hundred and seventy-two buildings 
were consumed and one hundred and thirty families 
made homeless. The fire also destroyed a portion 
of Daniel Street, but fortunately the northern side 
was s{>ared. Passing to Daniel Street through Mul- 
berry Street, facing you will be seen the 

JUDGE SHERBURNE HOUSE. 
This house is located on the northwest corner 
of Daniel and Bow Streets, and was built by Judge 
John Sherburne, a descendant of Henry Sherburne, 
probably as early as 1760. He was bom in 1720, 
and married EIizal>eth, daughter of Captain John 
Moffat, and held many putilic offices under the 
Crown. He was educated a merchant, and employed 
early in life in public affairs, and for manj' yeai-s 



was eI(iot«d a R^ppeeentaUve to Uie Provincial Ij^* 
islature from this town. In 1774 he was appointed 
a nienilier of His Majesty's Couniil for the Province 
of New Hampshire, and was Register of the Court 
of Vice Admiralty and Judge of Probate, which 
positions he held until the Revolution ; but, notwith- 
standing these several offices and his obligations to 
the Crown, he remained a flrm patriot. After the 
death of Judge Sherburne, in 1797, his son John 
Samuel, born in 1757, probably in this house, 
resided here. 

John Samuel, when a young man, was a volun- 
teer aid to General John Sullivan, who commanded 
the New Hampshire forces in the campaign around 
New York and Rhode Island in 1778, and while in 
the performance of his duty, in an engagement of 
several days' dumtion before Newport, on August 
29th, he was hit by a cannon shot and lost his leg. 
He then retired to Portsmouth and resumed the 
practice of his profession, and after the war held 
the office of District Attorney until 1793. He was 
elected in 1790 a Representative for three years, 
part of the time serving as Speaker. In 1793 he 
was elected to Congress, serving two terms. In 
1800 he was in the State Senate, and in 1802 he 
was again appointed United States District Attor- 
ney, serving until 1804, at which time he was 
appointed, by President Jefferson, District Judge of 
the United States, a position he held until his death. 
He married Submit, daughter of Hon. George Boyd, 
and lived here until he Iniilt his new residence on 
Court Street, next west of the old Court House, 
where he died in 1830. 
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THE WARNER HOUSE. 

The oldest brick building in Poi-tsmouth is the 

Warner house, located on the northerly corner of 

Daniel and Chapel Streets, erected at an expense 

of £6,000, in 1712-15, by a rich merchant. Captain 

/Archibald Macpheadris, who occupied the house in 

^1716. He came here from Scotland and was the 
chief promoter of the Iron Works at Dover, the first 
establishment of its kind in America, and in 1722 
was a member of the King's Council. He married 
Sarah Wentworth, one of the sixteen children of 
Lieutenant-Governor eTohn Wentworth, and his 
daughter Mary married Hon. Jonathan Warner in 
1754, who was a member of His Majesty's Council 
antil the Revolution. Mr. Warner resided here 
until his death, in 1812, when, dying childless, 
the house passed into the possession of his great- 
nephew. Colonel eTohn N. Sherburne. 

The brick and other material used in the con- 
struction of the house were broun:ht from Holland. 
The original bills and ])ills of ladinsj: for the furniture 
and plate, dated 171(), are still in possession of the 
family. Bricks were also used for underpinning, 
extending considerable distance below the surface. 
The frescoes in the great hall are by the hand of 

. an unknown artist, and a portion of them were 
unknown for generations, having been covered by 
four layers of paper, but were accidentally discov- 
ered about forty years ago. The portraits of Cap- 
tain Macpheadris' wife, her daughter, Mrs. Warner, 
and Mary Warner, painted by Copley, still orna- 
ment the house. The huore elk antlers that vet hang: 
m the hall were presented to Captain Macpheadris 



by his Indian friends. The lightning rod on tiie 
west side was put up in 1762 by Benjamin Franklin, 
and was probably the first erected in New Hamp- 
shire. Until recently a little house occupied the 
northwest corner of Chapel and Sheaf e Streets, 
which was the slave quarters and originally stood 
near the Warner house. 

ST* JOHPPS CHURCHYARD. 

This burial-ground, next to the Point of 
Graves, is the oldest in the city, and from the 
building of Queen's Chapel, in 1732, it has been 
used as a burial-place for the dead. In this enclosure 
are the remains of two of the provincial governors, 
the councilors, secretaries and others who held, 
oflSces and worthy positions under the Crown of 
England in colonial days. 

The «rround being: hiorh, a bank wall extends 
around three sides of the yard, permitting rows of 
tombs with entrances from the street. On the Bow 
Street side, the first on the south is the Wentworth 
tomb, where lie the remains of Lieutenant-Governor 
John Wentworth and Governor Benninij Wentworth 
and their families. In the remaining tombs are the 
Atkinsons, the Sherburnes, Sheafes, and other 
Wentworths, the Peirces and Marshes, the Jaffreys 
and many others holding noteworthy positions in 
the colonial days. There is one tomb here which 
contains the remains of nearly one hundred persons, 
and several are buried under the church. The old- 
est inscription to be found is that on the headstone 
of John Bradford, 'U73()." Admiral Parrott is 
buried in the tomb just back of the church. Also 
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tlie remains of that old hero of many liattles. 
Admiral Farrafjiit, first rested heiv. At the foot 
of the stairf*, under the vestibule, lies tlic Hon, 
Elijah Hall, whi» held many poailioiis of trust, 
faithfully performed, and was a high ()fficer on the 
"Banger," under the eomniand of John Paul Jones, 
which tirst hore the American flag across the ocean. 
The Rev, Arthur Browne, who for forty years wae 
rector of this church, isl)iiried in the Governor Wont- 
worlh tomb. (For St. .lolm's Church, see churches.) 

HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING, 
Situated on the corner of Cha|>ei and Daniel 
Streets. On the site of this building was erected, 
about 1680, a tine gamine I- roof mansion by Thomas 
panicl, a wealthy merchant, who married Bridget, 
daughter of Kichard t'utt. After the death of Mr. 
Daniel, his widow, in 1684, married Thomas Graf- 
fort, and in her will gave to the town the land for 
Daniel Street ; at the same time she also liequeathed 
the site of this building for school puii)oses (see 
schools). Mark Hunking Wentworth, a merchant 
of wealth and distinction, and a son of [jieutenant- 
Gcivernor John Wentworth, lived here at the time 
of the Revolution. His son John was the Provincial 
Governor at the Ijcginning of (ho Revolution and 
Jived on Pleasant Street. M:irk Ilmiiung WenlwoHh 
. died here in 178<'i. 

THE JAFFREY HOUSE. 

This house, situated nn Linden Street, fiK^ing 
Daniel Street, was built in Ihe vicinity of 1730 by 
George Jaffrey, 2d, who was born in the Jaffrey 



house at New Castle. At the time this house was 
built ho was Treasurer of the Province of New 
Hampshire, as well as Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court. Hia son, of the Mune name, occupied the 
homestead until his death in 1811^. He was one of 
the purchasers of the Mason grant, held the position 
of Treasurer of the Province, and was sti-ongly 
opposed to a change of government, and remained a 
Tory until his death. Being without children, it 
was Mr. Jaffrey's intention to leave his extensive 
property to Colonel Joshua Wentworth. In some 
way his friend offended him and he left it to his 
grand-ne|thew and namesake, George Jaffrey Jef- 
fries, of Boston, at that time only thirteen years 
old ; the principal slipulati<ui Iwing that he should 
drop the name Jeftries, move to Portsmouth, and 
never follow any profession hut that of a gentleman. 
He complied with the conditions and lived until 
1851). The house, although somewhat dilapidated 
in ap|»earanoe, still bears marks of its former archi- 
tectural beauty. 

STOODLEY'S TAVERN. 
On the north side of Daniel Street, lietween 
Linden and Penhallow Streets, is the house, now a 
double tenement, built iiy Colonel Jantes Stoodiey, 
soon after 1761, and kept liy him as a tavern, 
replacing one of similar design which was burned 
in the early part of that year. This was the moat 
fashionable hotel in Portsmouth, and the usual stop- 
ping place for travelers Ijetween Boston and points 
in Maine, The ujiper story, lighted by its large 
dormer windows, was a spacious ai-ched hall, which 
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was used for Masonic gatherings, dancing and other 
sotiial functions, and lioto t'olonci Jlicliael Wcnt- 
wotili, second hiii^liand of MaHlia Hilton, often 
"fiddled till morning on his own fiiviuitti violin." 

Hon. Elijah Ilall, wlio married Colonel Stood- 
ley's daughter Klizalieth, came iiifu ptis-^ession of 
the house and died here in 1830, at the advanced 
age of eighty-four years. lie was a lieutenant 
under Captain John Paul Jones and sailed with 
him on the " llanger," and was aboard that historic 
vessel when the noted engagement between thi.s 
pioneer bearer of the American flag across the 
Atlantic and the "Drake" took place in English 
waters, near the Isle of Man, and after a fierce con- 
test of one hour captnred the "Drake'" and took her 
a prize to Brest, where the "Ranger" and her new 
American flag were objects of great attention and 
admiration, and a wonderment at the daring adven- 
ture and its success. He also held many political 
offices, including State Councilor, and was naval 
officer for the P(»rtsraouth district after he was eighty 
years of age. In early life he was a shipwright as 
well as a naval officer, exhibiting much ability in 
the conducting of affairs. He also was an historian 
of most pleasing style, and his graphic descriptions 
of the "Eanger" and of John Paul .Jones' speech in 
Portsmouth are quoted at length in Augustus C. 
Buell's "Paul Jones," published in 1901. Captain 
Jones was a great admirer of Elijah Hall, and 
while in Portsmouth made his home with the Hull 
family much of the time. His niece, Dorothy 
Hall, was one of the famous "quilting |>aity" of 
young ladies who made from pieces of their best 



silk dreBses the "unconquered and unstricken flag," 
and presented it to .lonos to hoist on the " Rjingcr " 
on July 4, 1777. This flag afterwaitl was in the 
light with the "Drake," and still later was trans- 
fered to the "Bon Homme Kichnrd" and sank with 
her in that remarkable and niemoralilc engagement 
with the "Herapis," the most desperately fought 
battle between two vessels that historj' records. 
Thus, most heroically, did this tattered fli^ from 
silken gowns go down, enjoying the praud distinc- 
tion of l>eing the first Stars and Stripes to float over 
European waters, and the first to be saluted by the 
guns of foreign powers across the ocean. It also 
was the first and only flag that ever went down fly- 
ing, on the ship that conquered and captui-cd the 
ship that sank her. 

"STATES AND UNION" OITICE. 
In the second story of the brick building on 
the northeast coiner of Daniel and Penhallow Streets 
was located the office of Foster's Stales and Union, 
which was mobbed on April 10, 186.^, when work 
was suspended at the Navy Yard to celebrate the 
capture of Richmond. After smashing the win- 
dows, the press and most of the outfit were thrown 
into the .street. 

OLD CUSTOM HOUSE AND POST OFFICE, 

Situated on the southeast corner of Daniel and Pen- 
hallow Streets, It was built soon after the fire of 
1813, by private jtarties, but before its completion 
was purchased by the United States, and fitted up 
for a Custom House and Post Office. It was used 
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for ofHi^inl purpoflpB nntil the new stoite Ptist Office 
iinii ("iii*lniiis Bitildiii<; was oiTctod urui reiidy for 
niTiiimru'V, wlu-ii il was varaleil imd nflerwaitl sold. 



HART HOUSE. 



ifiK'v (if Daniel and 
<.Kl P..st Omwand 
' llarl Ikhisc, Imilt 



Sil.ii!iU-d iiri tlio MHillif 
IVnlmlliiw Stivel-=. n|>|.ii,-ii. 
Ciislnm Hini^i.- \WiU\m-x. 
alK.iil 1740. This l.uil.linir w;is hadlv .Ini.iafrM. in 
ITflK liy tlie Hre wliit-li dcslriiyod tlic rirsi Sti.o.llcy 
Tavern, and in consfijiienw of wliicli WysemaQ 
t'lafjctt, who vuiiie here to reside at tlic time he 
niiirriod Lotticfl Mitchell, then removed to the 
Leavitt house on King Street. Noah Parker i-e- 
^ided here at the time of the Revohition, and the 
dvvellino; beinji quite pretentious in size it was called 
"Noah's Ark," from which Ark .Street, now Penhal- 
low, dorivi'd its name. 

-liKiil" Sliciifc |)on£;ht the jtlace in 1791 and 
presented il in his daughter Ilaimah, who married 
I{ii>rh Henderson. William Hart., after the death 
of Mr. Henderson, married his widow and renided 
here, in a eorner room of which they kept a small 
shop. Mrs. Hart died in 1H45 at the advanced lure 
of ninety-nine years. Passinfr through Penhallow 
StiTet you will observe in front of yon. on the south 
sidi- nl' Sl;ile Slrt-el. Ilic Mi:Ti[nmsT Cimuch. lor 
.■i.T.mnl nl ^^lli.■h •^,-c .liur.lii's. 

THE EPISCOPAL CHAPEL. 
This Durie building on Stair Street was ereetwl 
in iHM, by .lohn Fisher Sheafe. from demons 
selected bv Kev. Dr. Charles Biirroiishs. The old 
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Bt-attle rii^n, so-osUed, which bu been in constent 
uric ill ihi.' chapel since it was built, was the first 
lirinijrlit Ut Ampi'ica, It was iiiiide liy John Preston, 
of York, England, in 1709 or 1710, and set up in 
Cambridge, Mass., in the house of Thomas Brattle, 
who imported it. This organ was in King's Chapel, 
Boston. Great prejudice then existed against the 
use of musical instruments in religious seiwices; it 
was, however, set up and there used until 175fi. 
Later it was sold to St. Paul's Church, Newlmry- 
port, remaining there until \H3i>. It was then 
sold for $450 to Rev. Dr. Charles Burroughs, the 
rector of St. John's Church, and placed in this 
chape), where it has since remained. In I)eceml>er, 
11)01, it was tuken apart and sent to Boston to lie 
exhibited at the historic musical instrument show 
which opened January 11, 1JI02, in Horticultural 
Hall, under the auspices of Chickering Brothers. 
Before being returned to its original location in St. 
■ John's Chapel the organ was to lie put in thorough 
repair, that I>eing a stipulation because of its loan. 

On the site of the chapel was the house of Rev. 
John Emerson, who was an eminent divine, and 
pastor of the South (Unitarian) Church. Soon 
after his death, in 1732, Jacob Sheafe pui-cliased the 
residence and moved here from New Castle, The 
house was destroyed in the great fire of 1S13, the 
most destructive conflagration that ever visited the 
town. ' 

OLD BRICK SCHOOLHOUSE. 

This l)uikling is on the south side ()f State 
Street, nearly opposite the new brick Court House, 



i ooou|)iM Ui6 ftitfl of the okt stiuotun eetlsd ttf J 
the town by Ebenezer Wentworth in ITiiS, in ex- 
change for the lot on the corner of Daniel and 
Chapel Streets, given the town by Mrs. Graffort in 
1700. Many men of not« have kept school here; 
among them being Major Samuel Hale, who began 
teaching at this place in 1748 and continued for 
over thirty years, having under his tutorship the 
boys of Portsmouth who later, at the time of the 
Revolution, the most of them, might have l)een 
found in the ranks of the Continental Army, like 
heroes, doing yeoman service in breaking the 
shackles of Royal bondage. Major Hale, besides 
being famous as a teacher, cnnimanded a company at 
the siege of Louisburg, hence bis title. The father 
of Salmon P, Chase, Lincoln's Seci-etary of the 
Treasury, taught school here in 1787. The old 
building was replaced by a brick one in 1790, which 
was partially destroyed by the fire of 1813, but was 
rebuilt the following year. The high schools were 
kept here by Deacon Amos Tappan, Master Eleazer 
Taft and others until the new High School was built 
on the "Madam Graffort lot" in 1858, which had 
l)een given the town by her, for this purpose, one 
hundred and fifty-eight years before. The Super- 
intendent of Schools now has his ofiice in this build- 
ing, (Sec schools.) 

NEW COUNTY COURT HOUSE. 

This liuihling stands on the site of the lar^ 
brick mansion built by Hon. James Sheafe, son of 
Jacob Sheafe. and owne<I and occupied .afterward 
by Jonathan M. Tredick. Mr, Sheafe was a pros- 




(lerous Diprcliant itnd a liii-fre Iiind ownor. He was 
('oinniissary (if the Now Hampisliirc forces at the 
ra])(iiri' of Ldiiislinrir. He <Iie(i in I Till, leavii)<r t<i 
eui'h iif Ills leii (iiildreii a hniiso in town aiui a farm 
in the vicinity. 

BRACKETT HOUSE, 
[>ocate(l on Ihc north side of State Street, lieinf; 
tlie seeonti lionse east of Fleet Street, now oceiipicd 
in part as a laundry otfiee. Dnrinjr Ihc KevolutioH 
and for some liiiie afterwaid it was tiie residence of 
Dr. .loshua Braekett, an eminent physician, wiio 
married llannah Whipple, a sister of (Jeneral 
Whipple. The hujre stone in front of llie house 
eaiue from the Hill Iionse on Vaufihaii Street. The 
lieantlfnl tiles were stolen fi'oni the tire]>hiee while 
the house was heiiii^ remodeled hy its purchaser, 
Ivlrnniid ^l. Brown. ' From here h.okin^r down Court 
I'liu-e lieyoiid the Stonk <'nri!ni {see churclies), on 
Ihe sonll'i siiU' of ('()nrt Street, in full view, is 

THE OLD COUNTY COURT HOUSE. 

This Imildinjr is now use.l as an ai'moi-y hv 
(.'ompanv B, .S-eoiid UejriiiLenI, N. H. \. (J.," and 
llie Bortsmouth Citv Band. When the old Courl or 
Slale House on ih'e Barade was reniove.l in UM], 
Ihis huihlin-; was ei'ecled and used nntil ihc more 
inotleni Courl House was eunslrneled on .•^late Street, 
in IH'.W. The h.l on which (his huildinj: sHuids was 
leased on April l>I. 17.-.:., by ihe selectmen of Borts- 
moulli lor almshouse |Hirposes. f(U- five shillintrs per 
year. Iroui ihe wanleus of the North Church.' The 
alm>lioiise, of two stories and unite hnw, was hnilt 



COURT STRKET. 



t.hiit your: tlip splccdiipn tisinfr a jiorfion of i{ fnr 
town (illii'i'.-iurnl iilsi] lui iii-iii-lnifiit liii'v nillctl t'liiiin 
Hull. (Ill (JctoUer 20, IS-'KI, tlio wanloii!* rplciisfil 
the payment of the rental by the town for the sum 
of Bevcnty-fiv(j tlollai's. Tlie iwispuient of the Covirt 
House was at Hrst used for tlic (.luls' High School 
and jiflcrwanl In" the (inunnmr School, 

CAPTAIN JOHN McCLlNTOCK HOUSE, 
Is .■^iliiiiti-il on ihe south i^ide of Slate .Street, 
betwi'i'ii Conrt Place and Fleet Street. Captain 
Joliii MfClintoek wa.s master's mate of a i)rivate 
anncd vessel in tlie Revolutionary War. lie held 
the nttii-e of naval officer of Portsmouth at the age 
of ninety- ftiui" years. He waa the son of Ktiv. l>r. 
Samuel MeClintoek, who was ehaplain of the Kew 
Hampshire forces at Bunker Hill and in represented 
in Trumhull's painting of the death of General 
Warren . 

DAVENPORT HOUSE, 

On the noi'lheiLst eorjier ni Floet jiiul Stiite Streets. 
Thisold residence W!is liuill l.y Mi-s. Chiu-leH Tivadwell 
for her son Niilhiuii.'I uliou) 17.".s. l,.- iiinkiii^' i( his 
home. John Diivenporl ullciniiid krpt ji huiudiiijr- 
house here for .-i'\ e!';il ye;ii-.-. :ind from bim the house 
derived il' niinic. The hall and stairway is a tine 
Mpeciruen iit oid-liiiK' iireliiteetnre. In IHM, when 
PorlsnuKilli i\'i|n'i-ted ;lii iitlaek would be uiiule on the 
town by the British, sibout 'i.U(M) mililin-nieu were 
stationed in and alM)ut the tinvn and liiirbor, under 
the command of (loverntn' (tiliuiin, who luul \\\-i jieiid- 
(juailerp at the hotel kepi by Mr. .John Davenport. 



WHITCOMB HOUSE. 



On the 
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Streets is an old house, thu date ol which is un- 
known. The apartment in connection was oeviipied 
by the late Benjamin Whiteomb as a c«ndy store for 
fifty-eight years. In ]7TS) the owners of the least) 
were Joseph and Mary Pitman. It was to " Molly" 
Pitman that Governor Benning Wentworth proposed 
marriage, previous to his having made the like 
proposition to Martha Hilton; Imt she was engaged' 
to Richard Shortridge, a mechanic, whom she mar- 
rie<l soon after. The (Jovernor waa indignant and' 
did not forget the rebuff, for soon after Shortridgd 
was sei/ed by a press-gang from an English frigate 
in the harbor, and retained for seven years before 
he escaped and returned to his wife. The house 
was occupied afterward by Captain George Turner. 
After the "hjid Imys" in 1847 burned the old 
stttgc coach, called the "Plow Boy," on the Parade, 
as told hy Aldrich, who, by the way, was not a \m,T- 
ticipant.'they went to Whitcomb's and indulged ia. 
ice-cream. Until his recent death the ringlcade^ 
observed every third-of-.luly anniversary hy p« 
taking of an ice-cream in the same room, even dui 
inn the four years ho served as mayor. 

SPENCE HOUSE, 

Localeii on Ihe southwest eurriei- of Slate and Fleet 
Streets, was tlii> resiih'iicc of U<»1k'1-I Traill, a native 
of Ihe Orkney Islands, lie was ComplroUer of thai 
Fori of Portsnioulh until Ihe Revolution. \Ait6 
nearly all the Crown officials he was opposed to the 
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Kevoliition, and left the jn'ovinco Ml its licginiiing. 
His wife, Mary, wan a slater of General Whipple. 

The governmpnt in \7IU\ granted him the exclu- 
sive right ti) hrew strong l>oer in the province, and 
from till' fdct that the Imilding in the rear, on the 
corner of Fleet and Onit Streets, was spoken of in 
old limes aa the "old Brcivery house," it is likely 
that Mr. Traill carried on the brewing business in 
that building. 

The leases of boUi of these lots wore at that 
time in the name of Robert Traill, and in 1T8K the 
lease was lield by Keith Spence. In 1833 the house 
at the corner of Fleet and Court Streets was con- 
veyed to David Lowd by Charle« Lowell, his wife, 
Harriet B. Spence Lowell, (iraeme Keith Spence, 
i and Maria B. and T-ouisa S)icncc. Trniirs daughter 
' Mary married Keilh Spence, Esi].. a Scotciiniiin ; 

the Sjience family residing here for many years. A 
.son, Kobert Traill Spenei', was n ca]ilain in Ihe 
United Stales Navy. One of llie daughlers, Miss 
I Harriet, married Hev. Dr. T.iowell, of Cambridge, 
in ISOli, and became the mother of the poet, .lames 
Rnssell Lowell. 

COLONEL WHIPPLE HOUSE. 

On the n..rtherly enrner nf Slate ami rhe.stntil 
Streets is a tine old roNidence wiiii its ball and f^lair- 
way occupying the frnni bait nf the dwelling:. This 
■ was the home of Colonel .b.M'ph Whipple. Tnlleelor 
of Customs f(n- the I'oi't of l'nr(siii(,i[tli, a la-ntlier of 
(ieneiid William Whipple, and here for some lime 
he had his office. The Colonel and his wile ivsidcd 
in this house many years, and wlien the Manpiis de 



(.'hastelleus visited Porlsmonlh in 17H2 he calli-d on 
this lady, and in a letter he speaks of her and tho 
house in very complimentary terms, saying "she 
was a lady of understanding and gayety," and the 

house itself as being "handsome and well fnrnishcd." 



Although the visii nf the Mar.piis de Chastel- 
leux, in several |ini)liralinns. is accredited to the 
widow of Col.iiM'l .li.sepli Wliij.plc. yet in the old 
(lapers of Alexandei* Laitil. wi'iiten long before the 
death of Madam Wbipjile. it is stated to have Iwen 
the wife of William Whipple, then living in the 
Moffat house. And as (ieneral Whipple did not 
die until 178ri, and Colonel .loscjih being alive in 
I 7!'". and was one of the incorporators of tho water 
works, il is very evident that neither of the.sc ladies 
was J, ui.bnv al'lh<> lime the Manpiis was here. It 
is ipiite ].r'.bahle. tiener;d Whipple \h-iu^j: the more 
pi-ominrh( person ot llie Iw... ;iud lii- wife a talented 
lady, a royal entertuiiier and an attractive conversa- 
tionalist, tlial II was at his hou.se the Marquis vis- 
ited. alllLoii^rli |„. niiirht have called at both places. 

:\ladam ^Vbipple lived to a ripe old age. and 
difil in !«:;;;, thirty-eight years after Ibe death of 
her Inisband, and was liuried in the North Cemetery, 
in llie Laui:<lon lonib. (See Secrclarv Richai-d 
Waldrun huuse, near Ibe Plains.) 

THE EDWARD CUTTS HOUSE 

Slands on (be cornier of Ciieslnul and State Streets, 
east of the Rockingham House. It has a handsome 
Palladian window over tho modern porch. It was 
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occupied by Edward Cutts, a prominent lawyer, a 
collector of United States Revenue, and at one time 
president of the United States Branch Bank in 
Portsmouth. His widow, Mary H. Cutts, daughter 
of Jacob Sheafe, left a legacy of about $14,000 for 
the improvement of Richards Avenue. 

THE RCXXINGHAM HOUSE. 

This was formerly the residence of Hon. Wood- 
bury Langdon, })orn in 17.-VJ, an elder brother of 
(iovernor Lanii^don. He was a successful merchant 
and a firm patriot, holding many important public 
offices, among them that of Judge of the Supreme 
Court, and served in the CV)ntinental Coni^ross in 
1779-80. 

John Elwyn, in one of his eccentric pamphlets 
published by him in 1870, <Miti(led "Some Pist^ata- 
way Things and a (rood Deal Klse,'\sjiys : ''My 
firreat-ffrandmother wanted her children to lise in 
the world aijain. Her oldest son, AVoodbury Lan<r- 
don, was a large, handsome man, my father said: 
the three handsomest men he ever saw were (icneral 
Washinsrton, I^ord AVhitworth and Woodlmrv I^auir- 
don. He built the costliest iiouse anvwhere about 
and now the Rockinirham House." 

When the irreat fire broke out in 1781 iu the 
Tread well barn on Fetter Lane, near the site of 
Music Hall, it destroyed, ainouir otiier buildiiiirs, 
the jail and Mr. Langdon's residence. He, how- 
ever, rebuilt in HSf), oecupying it until his death 
in 1805. In 18.*)() the property was purchased by 
a company who converted it into a |)ul)lic liousi», 
and conducted it as such until 1870, when it was 



purchased by Hon. Frank Jones, who had it remod- 
eled and enlarged. It was badly damaged by fire 
in 1884, but foilunatcly the old colonial dining- 
room was saved, and the main building was rebuilt 
the following vear. 

SAMUEL LORD HOUSE. 

This fine "r!iinl)rel-roof liouse is situated on 
Middle Street, the front and fine grounds facing 
State Street, and was built about 17^50; the exact 
date is not known to the present occupants. It was 
built by Captain Purcell, a well-known merchant, 
and after his death his widow kept a boarding-house 
here for many years. Among her guests was Capt. 
John Paul Jones, who l)oarded with her while he 
was superintending the building of the "Americii" 
at Badijer's Island in 177JL The house was next 
owned by Hon. John Langdon, and from his family 
it came into possession of the late Samuel Lord, 
who for half a c<»nturv was cashi(»r of the Piscataqua 
Hank and its successors, and treasurer of the Ports- 
mouth Savinijfs Bank. 

THE NORTH CHURCH CHAPEL, 

Corner of Middle and Porter Streets, north of the 
Samuel Lord hou.^e. It was inainlv the irift to the 
North Parish, in 1H7(), of Miss Mary (\ Kogers, who 
lived on (\)nirr<»ss Street, near the North Church ; 
her name beinir asscu'iated with this chapel as was 
that of (iov(M'nor Lanir<lon's with the buildinir of the 
brick vestry on Fleet Street in 1S17, now a dwelling 
on the west side of the street near State. The open 
space on th(* west side of Mi<ldle Street, in front of 
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Doctor Benedict's residence, according to the map of 
1813, was a way running westerly through the 
garden of G. W. Haven, called (ioorge Street, 
thence to State, named Lil^by Street. 

MASON HOUSE** 

Jeremiah Mason, a young lawyer, came to 
Portsmouth in 1797, and estublished himself in the 
practice of his profession, becoming eminent as a 
lawyer, jurist and statesman. In 1808 he Imilt the 
large three-story house situated on the southeast 
corner of StMc and Sunnner Streets, where he re- 
sided until he moved to Boston in 1832. He was 
elected a United States Senator in 1813, to repre- 
sent New Hampshire, in which capacity his great 
mental faculties and shrewdness in conductinjr the 
affairs of state were marked for their keenness, 
good judgment and ability. Mr. Mason was a man 
of great stature, being six feet six inches in height. 
He died in Boston in 1848. Daniel Webster, the 
eminent statesman, with a thorough knowledge of 
Mason, wrote in his autofnography thus : "As a 
lawyer, as a jurist, no man in the Union equaled 
Mason, and but one approached him.'' lie referred 
to Chief Justice Marshall. Afterward the house 
became the pr()])ei'ty of Daniel H. Treadw(^ll and is 
now occupied by his son. Dr. K()l)ert O. Treadwell. 

STATE STREET. 

Fifty years jigo this portion of State Street, 
formerly Mason Street, had only recently been 
extended from Cabot Street to Anthony, now Union, 
and but few houses had been built upon it. The 



site of the Catholic Church and the field west of it 
to Winter Street was used for a circus field. In 
the will of President John Cutt, signed in 1080, he 
referred to this as the "windmill field." The foun- 
dation stones of the old mill remained until 1852, 
when the second house on the north side of the 
street, west of Sunnner Street, was built. 

THE ^ORACLE'' HOUSE. 

Situated on the northwest corner of Court and 
Middle Streets, by Haymarket Square. This small 
gambrel-roof building originally stood south of the 
North Church, and here the Oracle of the Day was 
printed by Charles Peirce. The first number was 
issued in 1793, and complete files of the Oracle and 
its successor, the Portsmouth pTonrnal^ are on file in 
the Public Library. 

THE PEIRCE MANSION. "^ 

One of the most imposing three-story fi*ame 
buildings in the city is the Peirce mansion, situated 
(m {^ourt Street, fronting on Haymarket Square. 
This fine residence was built in 1799 by John Peirce, _X-^ 
and at tint time none of the large houses were stand- 
ins: in this vicinity, and the hav scales were consid- 
ered on the outskirts of the town. The building has 
a commanding situation and the paneling, pilasters 
and ornaments on the front are unique and fine 
specimens of workmanship. Other features of the 
structure are the circular stairs and the cupola. The 
first of the IVirce familv to locate in Portsmouth 
was Joshua Peirce, who came here about 1700, and 
kept a store in his house on the corner of High and 
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Congress Streets. Ho was a member of the King's 
Council, and was succeeded by his son Daniel, father 
of the builder of this house. The mansion has 
always lieen in possession of the fjimily, and is now 
occupied by Miss Ann W. Peirce and Mr. William 
A. Peirce and family. 

HAYMARKET SQUARED 

The old records state that in the year ITo^) "a 
hay market with convenient scales for weighing was 
erected near Middle Road." By the map of 18K^ the 
location is shown to have ])een l)etween the Oracle 
building and the present reservoir. The hay scah^s 
were maintained for nearly a century. Tlio scjuarc is 
surrounded by dwellings of various styles of archi- 
tecture : the "Sandy'' Mardon dwcllinir of tlic earlv 
type on the east ; next to it the gambrel-roofed 
Oracle house; opposite and across Couit Street the 
modern Sise dwellino:; on the south the three-story 
Peirce mansion ; and on the northwest, on Middle 
Street, the brick house with a Mansard roof, l)uilt 
during the Civil War by Captain AVilliam F*. Parrott 
from designs by a New York architect : next is the 
commodious residence of Joseph W. Peirce, and the 
brick church on the west augmenting tlie collection, 
which with the many tine old residences surroundinj; 
and about this square, of similar and dissimilar d(»sign 
in architecture, completes a ])icturc which in variety 
is seldom e(jualed. In this scjuare, near the hay 
scales, on September 12, ITT)'), is tlu» place where 
George Meserve, the Stani]) Agent, with Lord Bute 
and the Devil were luinn: in etn<rv as related else- 
where (see Meserve-Webster house). 



NOTE. 

The "Rambles" state that these effigies were 
hung in front of the old jail, then on the corner of 
Fetter and Prison Lanes. But this evidently is an 
error, for Nathaniel Adams, in his "Annals of Ports- 
mouth," states it was "at the hay market," and also 
Daniel Peirce, in his diary kept at the time, states, 
under date of September 12, 17<>r), that "etWgies of 
a stamp master were displayed all day at the hay 
engine." Considering that Mr. Adams was a largo 
boy, and living hei'e at the time it happened, and 
likely had a hand in it ; and that of Mr. Peirce in 
his diarv we consider conclusive evidence that it 
was at Ilaymarket Scjuare, and not at the old jail. 

THE LANGLEY BOARDMAN HOUSE, 

On the west side of Middle Street, next south 
of the Parrott brick residence. It was built by 
Hon. I^anirlev Boardman, a cabinet maker and a 
New Hampshire Councihn- and State Senator, and 
owned by liim and his son. Dr. John H. Boardman, 
and family until 11)00. The present owner, while 
repairing the house, wisely made no material changes. 
It has the tinest Ionic portico in the city, and the 
solid mahoiranv door with whalebone trimmings, 
uni(jue side-lights, matchcMl boarding and inside 
shutters unite to make it one of the tinest three-storv 
dwellings of the period. Artiong the noteworthy 
features is the front hall, which in \>*^\W was hung 
with pa|)er illustrating different scenes in Scott's 
"Ladvof the Lake," and is vet in a line state of 
preservation. 
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THE LARKIN HOUSE 
la the brick house on Middle Street, iiear AuhIIii 
Street, on a sliglit elevation which cominund» a tine 
view of the south portion of the city. It was built 
on the site formerly occupied by llie house of Colonel 
Joshua Wentwortli until 1K13. Samuel Larkin, 
who married a daughter of Joshua Wcntworth, pur- 
obssed the estate and erected this house about 1815, 
Wnd an extract from Mr. Larkin'n diary under date 
^ot Monday, August 31, l>(:iSI, siiys: "This day I 
moved into the house from which I moved in 1H17, 
Jffoveiulwr 30, having lived in the brick house almost 
'twelve years." The dwelling Mr. Larkin mentions 
as returning to, is the t line-, story frame house ad- 
] joining on the ea:*l. Mr. and Mr^. [,arkin had a 
numerous family, thcrr ln'injj twciily-two children. 
The property was aftirwaid sold to Mr, Hurd, of 
Exeter, whose daughter married Henry Ladd, who 
, oaine into )K)ssossion of the estate and lived here 
f until his death. The residence is usually known as 
^ the "Henry Ladd house." Mr. Larkin, who was an 
','BUctioneer, had a large income from his conimis- 
Bions for selling English vessels and their valuable 
cargoes, the prizes of Portsmouth privateers in the 
War of 1H12. It has ix-en stated that four hundred 
and nineteen vessels were taken by fourteen Ports- 
mouth privateei's. Four ciiptiire<I prizes with their 
cargni'* were valued at two and ono-lndf iiMllions, 

There are numerous claim-i \>y |iin|iiTty owners 

on Jliddlc Street that their rc-idt'iin's were ilesigned 

yby Charles Bullinch, the biLuon- aiehili'i-t of the 

>Uaesaehusetts (^'apitnl. Wlnflier llic claims can l>e 

substantiated or not, it is evident that several dwell- 



ings indicate that his designs were followed by sev- 
eral builders after the construction of the Academy. 

THOMAS HAVEN HOUSE. 
There formerly stood on the south corner of 
Middle Slreet and Richards Avenue one of the finest 
designed and unique residences in the city, bearing 
the marks of an architect like Bultinch, which was 
built by Thomas Haven alniut 1818 or earlier. This 
was torn down and replaced by the present French- 
ronfed structure, and, although more money has lieen 
expended on the eidarged lot than upon any other in 
the city, many residents regret that the l)cautiful 
old brick mansion was ever destroyed. At one 
time lhi> was the residence i>i (be' late Admiral 
Storer. 

RICHARDS AVENUE 
Extends southeasterly from Middle Street to Soutli 
Street for half n mile. At first it was called Cow 
Lane, afterward .loslnia Street from Colonel Joshua 
Wcnlworlh, who lived iin the site of the Larkin house 
on Mi<ldle Street, and in IHiiO the name was changed 
to Auburn Streel. In the first year of the Civil 
War the street was lined on both sides with elm 
trci-s, pltintt'd mainly through the personal exertions 
of Dr. Robert O. Treadwell and Henry L. Richards. 
The latter was a member of the 2d United Slates 
Sharpshooters and fell on the field of Gettys- 
burg. -July i, 18li3, and the name of the street 
was changed to Richards Avenue in his memory. 
With the (114,000 fund from the bequest of Mrs. 
Mary H. Cutts the avenue was widened on both 
sides, fenced, curbed and graded. 



' The sh&rp-roofed dwelling, the second house 
north of the Moi-^inal Rood on tlic cast side of 
Kichni'fb Avenue, wa:4 built in 17.'>1 as a town 
schoolhouse on Sctiool Street, and wan fcuioved to 
. thU spot and mode into a dwelling-liou^e when the 
brick Bartlett sehoolhouse was erected. 

LINCOLN HILL. 

Turning west from Kiclianls Avenue at tlie 
cemetery. South Street leads <»ver Lincoln Hill, the 
highest part of Portaniouth. The land on llic north 
side of the hill was formerly known as "Packer's 
pasture," l)ein<r the property of Sheriff Packer. Its 
present name was given to it i)y the late Frank W". 
Miller, who huilt the tirst house on the highest part 
of the pasture. 

Returning to Middle Street through Miller 
Avenue, on the left you pass the residence and ex- 
tended grounds of II. Fisher Eldredgo, and adjoin- 
ing, on the corner of Middle Street, is the residence 
of AVallace Hackett, which is a tine specimen of 
modern colonial architecture. 

THE FRANCIS HOUSE 
Is the second house from Middle Street on the east 
side of Union Street, next north of the stable, which 
was formerly a stocking fjK^tory. L'nion Street was 
previously "Anthony," named liy Anthony Hale, a 
surveyor, who was told !>y Mrs. Ci>ffin that the 
street had no name. Mrs. Cotliii was a new resident 
at that time and was not aware tljut in I he deed of 
Daniel Austin to .lolin Lowd, in 18(1-1, it hud been 
called "L^nion Street." When it was extended 




B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOL. 



souUiii'iy from MiiiUlo Strwl, tiif nmue waw rest«rpxt 
innnswoi'tn thepctitionora whrirasidcilon tlicatvoct. 
The identity of ihe Francis lioitse lins Umm in 
doubt for some years. It was lucated, hmvcvei", for 
the writer by George W. (laveii and also by Peter 
Eraory, lioth of wlioni died soon after, the latter at 
the ^e of ninety-nine years, who could wel! I'e- 
memlier the time of it8 erection. It was built tioon 
after the War of I8I2, ity John and Nathaniel A. 
Haven for a neffro named .lohn Francis in gratitude 
for tlie service rendered by him during the war ; a 
'^ip owned by that firm having heen captured by 
privateersnien, Francis succeeded in secreting the 
'proceeds of the wale of thi^ cargo. ^Ifi.dOO in gold 
,poin. in a slu^h tub. lie served nii liiuinl with'the 
' raptor's prizi' cvt-w until liniil was reached, when^he 
begged the shisli tu!) with its si\(y (Khinuis oi grea.'iy 
gold for hia pcr(|uisitc, and satcly returned the 
money lo the Messrs. Ilaveii. 

THE OLD POUND AND THE GALLOWS. 

TIk- ..Id town Pound w;is siluale.i on the South 
lloiid, at its juiictiiiii with .Middle Uoad, and was 
located at the side of the drivewavi alinul twenty 
feet east from the corner of the walls dividing 
Middle and South Roada. It was constructed of 
natural stones, large and substaiiliaily liuilt. it heing 
L ^bout twenly-livc hy lliirly feci si|u;irc, with an 
. •entrance on the west ciul ami a gale with a pon- 
derous ])adli)ek fa.stening. 'I'hctwu small elm trees 
now standing here have lately sprung up, one at 
till- wi'^^l 1 ml and the otiicr at the east end of where 
the old Pound formerly stood. 



Uu May 8, 1755, Eliphaz Dow, of Hampton 
Falls, was hung here for the murder of Peter 
Climgh, the gallows being erected about fifty feet 
east of Ihe Pound, opjiosile to where the old Tucker 
bouse now stands, and he was buriiMl on the north 
side of the rood, on the slope of the .small hill, about 
seventy-live feet east from the gjdlows. 

On the j!7th of December, 17;il'. two w<inien, 
Sarah Sim])9on and Peuelopc Kcimey, were hung 
for Ihe murder of an infant child. In the iui>rning. 
previous to their excculinii. they both were pennitted 
to attend public divine .-erviees. jircpai'atory In their 
being so ruthlessly launehed iulu eternity from a 
public scaffold. Sarah .Simpson attended at the Old 
South Meeting-house and Penelope Kenney at 
tiuecii's Chapel, where, under the trying ordeal of 
immediate doom, they listened to dis(]uisitions 
fn»ni their respective representatives of the Deity. 
AVIiether these two women were judicially murdered 
here or at the cemetery where Ruth Blay was killetl 
we arc unable tu stale, but proliablv at one or the 
other. 

MEETING-HOUSE AT THE SOUTH 
MILL-DAM. 

On the i!7th of .ViigusI, H!."i7. Ihe town empow- 
ered Brian Pendleton, .lohn Ciitt, Kichard Cutt, 
William Scavey and Henry Sherliurne. Ihe select- 
men, to huild a mceting-lioiise, which they pi-oceeded 
to do at once. The arlii-les (if agreement specify 
that "The meeting-house to l>e miwle 40 ffeet stpiarc 
with \'2 windnwes well fitted, 3 fub.stjinciall doers and 
a complete pulpit." The building was erected upon 
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the hill below the mill-dam, south oi the fountain, 
on the site now ocH^upied by the Roliorts house, at 
the "crotch of the roads" leading to New Castle and 
South Street. When first built, it had neither pews 
nor window-shutters; it was adorned with a low 
belfry, in which was hung the first church-bell in 
New Hampshire, in 1()()4. Rev. Joshua Moody was 
the first minister, and l)egan his pastorate the first 
of the year l(>r)8, but was not remilarlv ordained 
until 1()71. He was at first supported by subscrip- 
tion, eighty-six i)ersons having subscribed for the 
purpose. 

There was preacliing by Messrs. Parker, Brown 
and others in the chai)el on Pleasant Street previous 
to the buildino: of this meetinof-house. It was not 
until Mr. Moody had preached here twelve years 
and had gathered a con«:re«:ation which could hardlv 
find room in the meeting-house that steps were taken 
for the formation of a church. Mr. Moody's own 
written account of the "(fathering of ye Church of 
Christ in P'ortsmouth '' may still l)e read in the rec- 
ords, now in possession of the North Church, under 
date of Kwl. 

In 1()()2, at a <i:eneral town-meet iiiir, it was 
"ordered that a ka<re be made for the unrulv and 
those who slept in meeting, or took tobacco on the 
Lord's day out of the meeting in the time of the 
pubiique exercise." Not for nine years was this 
enactment put in force, then the selectmen employed 
John Pickering to build a cage* twelve feet s(|uare 
and seven feet high. "The studs to be six inches 
broad, four inches thick, and the openings between 
them to l)e three inches. The studs are to be round 



the said kage, and at the bottom and overhead. The 
said Pickering to make a good strong dore and 
make a substantial payer of stocks and place the 
same in said ka<re, and also build on the rou<rh of 
said kage a firm pillory. All which kage, stock and 
pillory to be built and raised in scmie convenient 
spjice from the westward end of the meeting-house, 
by the last day of October next ensuing." The cage, 
stocks and pillory were constructed as directed, and 
it is recorded that it was cjuite frequent ly used in 
all of its amplificaticms, and sometimes on those 
quite high in the society of those days. 

In 1()(>1) there was arrant ed to "Mr. ffrver the 
Towne's right of twentie foote S(|uare of land be- 
tween the path and Mr. Coming's ffence neere the 
meetinghouse to sett up a house and keep wood in 
to accommodate himself and familv in winter time 

ft 

when he comes to meeting." 

The last baptism recorded by Mr. Moody was 
thtit of William Pepperrell, May i>, l()i)7, who was 
afterward created a baronet bv the British Crown, 
in consequence of his success in leading the expedi- 
ti(m against Louisburg, in 174'). 

"At a ijenerall Town meetintr held at Portsmo. 
this 24th day of September, 1711, Voted, that a 
new meetinghouse be built in the Town ; Voted, 
that the new meetin<rhouse be built on the corner of 
the Minister's Held and that it be ve stated meetinir- 
house of v(» Town." Rut (luite a minoritv, nearlv 
one-half, deemed this localitv too far north, and a 
quarrel was soon generated, (h^veloping a spirit not 
complimentary to Christian hearts. When the house 
was completed, the nn'nister, Kev. Nathaniel Rogers, 
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) ordered, liy vote (if the piU'ieli, to [ii'oitch the 
ensiling Sunday iit the new lnii]diii<; ill StiTiwIwrry 
Bunk, und did sii, foiiiovinfr with him, nt the same 
time, the plate and the chiin-h recoitis, wliile tiic 
minority, led l»v Captain John Piekering, continued 
to worship at the old meeting- house, and called Rev, 
John Emerson, of New Casllo, to Im their pastor. 
The quarrel which wn-i prei'i|iitated liy the hiiilding 



■ "Bank" lasted for 
chnreh wci-c 
lainin^ at tlio 



\ 



of the new meotinir- 
manv vears. Th(.-:r -ninir In thr 
called l\u- Nnrlli I'aiUli, and iho- 
old, the SoiLlli Paii-ih: tlu- main ,|m'<lion al issue 
beinj;. wliii-h paii-li wa.^ ciilitlcd to llii' liciu'tits of the 
giehc land and the town taxas. The controversy iit 
tirsl was riti'iicd lo an eeclesiastieal council of Massa- 
chusrlts. wilh Cotton Mather at its head, which ren- 
dered a decision in favor of the South Parish. This, 
of course, was not satisfactory to the other contending 
party, and it was then carried to the General Assein- 
l.lv of the Proviut'c nf New Ilnnipsliire. which, after 
scvn-al di-lil,.Talion>, llnallv adjiidiri'd the irlelie land 
to the Noilh I'aritii; lnii ihal l.nth ihc North and 
South were town ))arishcs and c'i|uaUy enlilleil tii 
the town taxeu. This decision was satisfactory to 
no one, and the distriliutiiin of the taxes licinjr a 
bone of contention, it was in 17HJ afrreed that 
.parish should support its own 
the matter has since rcsli-<I. 

The South Parish c(jnlinLi 
until 17;il, when thcv creeled 
Meelintr-housc Hill. ' The old 
soon after removed : a pail of it 



tlicr. 



Cong: 



■orship here 

Imilding nil 

;-houHe was 

taken to 



4 Street, on the silc of Congress Block, and 



renindeted into a dwelling, the remainder was ttfwtl 
to enlarge the schoolhouse at the south end, near by. 
The old liell, which was placed in the l»elfry in IfilU, 
was removed with that portion of the meeting-house 
used to enlarge the school building in 17:^2, and 
remained there until lfi4li, when a new schoolhouse 
was built, at which time it was sold to George 
Rayncs, and erected over the office in his shipyard, 
remaining until about 1870. It then, being badly 
cracked, was sold for old metal to Andrew Gcriish, 
a brass founder, and was |)rol)ably melted down. 
Thus ended the identity of the OLit bell, the aged 
veteran, which, for two hundred and six years, first 
called the people to their worship, then for one hun- 
dred and fourteen years summoned tlic youth to the 
task of their intellectual development, and lastly its 
peals were for those who, by the sweat of their 
brow, "cat bi-ead " and create the abundance which 
supplies the world. 

NORTH CHURCH. 

Previous In (he Imilding' of llic First (or North 
Cun.Liie^ational) MiH'tinir-hniise on the corner of 
Congi'ess and Pleasant Slrccts, in 1712, worship was 
Ix'ld in llie rneelinL'-housc at the mill-dam. 

In the i-ceord bonk |)reserved by this church, 
begun liy Hi'v. Joshua Jloody, in 1(371, there ia 
wiillen on page 54 a memorandum by Rev, Kzra 
Stiles, while a pastor of the church in 1777, in which 
he writes : " There is an instrument in being which I 
have seen, which gives the foundation of the parisli 
about 1*540 and signed by most of the inhabitants of 
Strawbcrrv Rank." 
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^^" Tlic tirst^meetiiijr-lidiise on this site was n^uiy 
P for occupancy id 1712, und Hov. Nathaniel Rogera. 
I who came here with tlie parish from the old uieefr- 

I ing-house at the mitUdani. preached his (iist sermon 

L in this building in Jamiary, 1713. It was seventy 
I feet lung and three stories high, with two galleries 
I and three tiers of windows set with diamond-shaped 
I glass in leaden sashes. The pulpit occupied the 

■ middle of the western side, and was surmounted hy 
P a large sounding-lM)ard. A steeple one hundred and 

■ fifty fr('t liigli was soon iifti-i' iul.iod. 

Anniiij.'tlic |ir(n]iiiiciil ]w\\' iinldorw wcr<! tieneral 

Williiim \Vl.ip|>l,'„ii,i (iovrriKir-Iolin Lanirdon, and 

in ISl.'iiiiKl IKli; l):nii,.l \V,>l.slt-r K^rved iis warden. 

■ Town meeliriLTs «-i-ro Iicld in lliin (ucftiTi.L'-li'mse until 

17(i2. when till- piiri^li volcd not to pi^nnit furdier 

pulilicnse of iIip Imilding. The doors were locked, 

but the selectmen's warrant liad Iwen issued, and the 

citizens, considering the meeting legally warned, 

made fowible entrance and transacted their business, 

In 1741) a clock was presented to the town by 

scvend gentlemen, and pliwed in the Hfceple. Stoves 

were not put in until ltt"22. One of the most dia- 

tingnislied ministries thi^ ehiireli liiis seen was that 

ol Kcv. Dr. Joseph Rut-ktninsli'r. who served the 

parish with marked abilily tor ihirly-three yoars 

^ from the liejrinning of his pastoniti- in'l77:i. When 

L President WiishiML'lon visited PodsuioLilh in ITHll. 

^^ be attended si'i'\ ice on Sunday jifti'rno.m a! this 

■ church, and il ii said lh;il on lliis nccasion Dr. 
* Bueknn'nslcr delivered a very excellent and ap[iro~ 

priali' fii'rinon. Many pulilie meetings were held in 
this huilding during the cxeiiing times of the Kevo- 



lution. In l»3li the meeting-house wjts remodeled 
and the town deeded to the iwirish the present 
boundaries marked by the sf^mc posts, in exchange 
for the lot on Court Street, now occupied hy the old 
Court House. In 1854 the old meeting-house was 
pulled down and the present edifico erected at a cost 
of $30,000, A now organ and memorial windows 
were added in 18J10. The church contains mural 
tablets commemorative of the ndnistries of the Rev. 
Nathaniel Rogers and Rev. Sanuiel Langdon. D. O. 

MEETING-HOUSE HILL AND SOUTH 
CHURCH. 

'i'he sehnolhmisc an<l ward ro(>m. with its - 
cliiirchlike archilediire, now .u-cui)ies the site of the ■ 
Ohl South Meeliiiirdiousr, which was buill in 1731. \ 
Till- land on which it siot.d wa^ siven hy .John Pick- 
ering, second of that name, and the timl>er for tho] 
building was cut on and aitout the premises, 
the frame was raised, Hcv. .John Emereon, from^ 
the siaging„ offered a prayer, which was his 
pLililic effort. lie died that year and was succeeded 
by ihc Rev. William Shui-tleff, in 17.H2, who was 
the tirst pastor after moving here from the old 
mocting-houso at the mill-dam. The spire was 
struck by lightning and considerably damaged in 
17.'i!l. Tliis place of worship was occupied by the 
South Piirisli until llic Sione Church uu State Street 
was couipleled, in lK2(i, at which time they vacated 
the old ineelinji-house and removed to the new and 
substantial building which they now occupy. The 
old meeting-house, for many years, was used for 
various purposes, until 18l)3, when it was taken 



' down. The iKulies of two of tlii^ fonin'f p3 

Rev8. William ShuHU'ft" jiiid J<)l> Sii.i.ii:. Ii:i.l hi-vu 
buried iiiidci' IIk' (.'oiiniuiiiioii Ijilik' in Ihr rliinrli, 
and a1 thi.s time tlifir rcmaiiia wc-ru i.ii.->iTilenvd and 
iTinovrd Id llic Suiilli CViiieteiy, where suitable 
iiniiiiinifiLts were orci-ti'd. Their younp minifiter, 
Hpv. .I(tl) Strong, lived but two years after being 
ordained. Then folkiwed the long and disliugulahed 
ministry of Rev, Dr. Sauuiol Flavon, who, for a 
time, was assisted liy Itev. Timothy Alden. After 
Dr. Haven came tlie brilliant pastorate of the Rev. 
Dr. Nathan Parker, nlu.. in iwljl, attended at Balti- 
more the oi-dinalion of Ktv. -Tared Sparks ; on ivliieh 
occasion the Rev. Dr. "William Ellery Channinfr 
preached and boldly proclaimed the Unitarian theol- 
ogy. The liberal sentiments there enunciated were 
being disseminated in New Kngknd, and inijtreg- 
nating ecclesiastical circles tbronghoiit the country ; 
I ' bringing forth, frcmi the not altogether tolerant in 
the established churches, reproach and ceusui-e, and 
in many instaniien kindling fires of bitter animosity. 
On hia return, Dr. Parker was denied ministerial 
intercourse by the Fascataqua Associulion of Minis- 
ters, and was reproved as an Infidel. Dr. Parker 
remained, and was their pastor at the time the 
Boeicty moved to their new liuilding. 

THE STONE CHURCH OF THE SOUTH 
PARISH, 
Built of Roukpoil granilc by the South Parish in 
lS24-li. Dr. Xathan Parker preaehed in the new 
church until his death, after an eventful pastorate 
of twonty-tivc years, and was succeeded by Rev. 



Andrew P. PeaTtody, who served them until he left 
frir ("'rimbridse, in ISCO. to at-ei-|it llio Phmimer Pro- 
lr.-^nr.)n|Mif Christian Monils at llarvanl College. 
Rev. .James Dc Normandic fur twenty years was 
their pastor, when in 1883 he was called to M&3sa^ 
chnsctts, to serve as pastor of the First Religious 
Society in Roxbury, and was succeeded in 1884 by 
Rew Alfred Gooding, the present pastor. 

The ministry of the .South Parish has Iwen ae 
follows : Rev. John Emerson, installed March 28, 
171;>. died .lamiarv -21, 1731 ; Rev. William 8hmt> 
h'll. installed February 21, 1733, died May !', 174' 
Itev. .Iiib Strong, ordained .January '2ii. 1741), died 
Sfj.uiiil.er 30. ^,r^l^. Rev. Samuel Haven, D. D., 
LL. 1.),. ordained Mav (1, 17.02. died March 3, 1806i 
Rev. Timothy Alden (colleague), 1799-1805; BoTt 
Nathan Parker, D. D., ordained September 14, 
1808, died Novemlwr 8, 1833 ; Rev. Andrew P. 
Peabody, D. D., ordained 1833, died March 10, 
1893. 

The great tire of 1813 started in the rear ad 
the residenee of Daniel Webster, upon the premis^ 
of Moses Woodwaitl, the site of this church. 

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, 

SiiiKitei! on the bill at flie c'orner of Chajiel and Bow- 
Streets. Eminent juilhorilies state that a majority 
of llie earh- settlers of Portsmouth belonged to the 
I'hiin'h of 'EiigliMxl. and soon after Ihe settlement, 
pnibalily about lii38, the exact date not being known, 
a chapel and iiarsouage were erected on Pleaaaot 
Street, on the site of the Rev. Samuel Langdon 
house, north of the present Univeraalist Church ; 
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iiiiii worsliip WHM ct null let <'il ill lli<' chapfl iii't:<H'<liii{r 
to the ritual of thd C'liurch "f Kiifiland. The plute 
and scnirfi tM)ok!* were sont ovor from Kiiplaiid l).v 
Cajitiiin John Mason, one of the founders of the 
plantation at FaiwatH<|na. In the year 1G3K Rev. 
Kidiai'd Oiliuon was installed as pastor and con- 
tinued until l(i4"2. when he was called Iwforc the 
Genei-iil ("oiirt at Boston to Jiumver to the charge of 
havin<r perfoi'iued Ihc niiirriiijie i-eri'monv, and that 
of liaptisni at the Ish--^ ol Slunds. willmul uuthnrity 
from llie (iovernor ol' Mji>fiii-liii>e!ts. [le sijipeared 
before the Court and tr:tnUly adniilted that he hud 
acted a.1 eharced, and fnrllii'rniore staled that he 
ehoutd, under like lireunist.'inees. repeat the offense. 
He was ordetvd to leave the Prnvinee, and soon 
after sailed for ICn^land, having lieen ]UiirliealIy 
banished from these wholes. 

For a long periiHl, niiiiiily on iu'iotuil of ei;ele- 
niastical dissensions, no reguliu- K|iiscit]i!d servires 
were held, hut in ]7;i2 a nuinl.er who had stead- 
fastly a<ihered to thi- fnilli orgiinizi-d und i-rected, on 
the site of the pn-M-nt .luLrch. ii liuilding whirh was 
named "(iueetrs Chapel.'" in li.inor of t^ieeu Cai'o- 
line, who presented tiic sofiely ivilh a sei-vi.e of 
plate for use of the allar. all slauijied willi the royal 
arms. This hundsouic ronujiujiion sei-vire is still 
used at St. JohnV. Al the same ijiui- na^ reeeivetl 
the "Vineirar Hililf." wliieh to-day stands in its 
handrtonu- ^■a^f- in the elmrrli. In 17:11; ,1 elialiw of 
silver was |.reseiitcd l.y ( 'aplain ( 'lirislophi-r Kynies, 
whieh is still in use. 'Th<> lir^oitihil niarMe lout is 
auaii.'irni ]<i('e<- of woi'kniaii-lii|>. mul was l>n>iii>til 
from Srnegid l.y Cai>(ain .loliri TutUju Mason, a 



resident of Portsmouth, who partieipat>>d in this 

African exi>cdition, and captiii-ed the font in 1758.. 

It, undoubtedly, anttMlatcs the si'ttloment of this 

country. There is engi-aved ujwn the metal lid of 

the font, in Latin, the story of its prescntjition to 

Queen's Chapel. The Lmnslation is as follows: 

"Sarah Catherine and Anna F.lizatjelli, accomplished 

daughters of Caplain Jolin 'I'ufloii Mason, generously 

gave [his HaptisteHum, acquired from the French at 

Senegal under the auspices of the atwve-mentianed 

John, to the English Church at Portsraoulli in the year 

(jf our Lord 1761 and the ^ih of the preaching of 

Arthur Browne. Wyseman Cl.igett and Samuel l.iver- 

more, Wardens." 

The IhjII whieh hangs in the belfry of St. John's 

has an interesting hi.storv. as it wis captured ia 

174.'j, at Louisburg, from the Fi-ench, and was 

brought home by the officers of the Xew IIam))ghire 

regiment, which assistecl in the capture. The Itell 

was east in France, and hud been sent to Louisburg 

ill the early part of the (.■entury. It hung in the 

belfrv of t^iieen's Chapel for sixty years, until 180ti, 

wheilllial rditi.-e wa-i destroyed by fire. The Ml 

was so liiidly d;iJii:igi'd thai il was neeessary to have 

it ri'ca-^t, the work being 'lone by Paul Hevore, of 

lievohilionary 1:ulic, in lloslou. ' When the present 

chui'ch was ciJinpleted. in IXIIH, ii was hung in the 

iadfrv, UTul for a peritid of nearly niiicly years, until 

I«ill>', ilid failhful service. .\l Ihiit'liiui- il was 

found that its tone had liccoine so much iuipaii'ed 

that anoliici' recasliui; was ticcessarv. in which three 

huiidrcil pounds of new ujclai were a.Ided. Thus we 

liavi'. in the bell wtiicli every Sunday rings out from 

Ihc lower of .S|. John's. Ihc metal' of the old IwH 

Ihat nearly two humlred years ago called the Kronch 
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to prayers within the itbUs of LouiBbiu^. If any 
should iviah to cliiiil) the long and tedious stiiirway 
t(j the bell, they will find upon it, «ast in relief. 
these iiist'riptions : 

" Vox Ego Sum Vilae 
Voco \'os, Orale Ventle." 
The English of this Latin inscription being : 

1 rmi the voice of life, 
I call you ; Come \ Pray. 
Beneath llio mottu, the hiatory of the hell is told, tis 
follows : 

"This bell brought from l.ouisburg 
by Sir William I'epperrell, 

A. D. 1745. 
" Recast by Paul Revere, 
A. D. 1807. 
■■Again recast 
A. D. 1896," 

Upon the rim appear these words : 

■' My mouth shall show forth Thy praise." 
On the opposite of the hell is the followinfi verae in 
English : 

" From St. John's Sleidple 
I call the people 
On Holy Days 
To prayer and praise." 

Here in Queen's Chaiwl, on thr inrimiiijr ol 
Novemher 1, ITHil, President George Warfhingtini, 
ftceompanied by the President of Now Hampshire, 
John Sullivan ; Hon. John l^angdon, Secretary Lear 
and Marshal John Parker, attended services and sat 
in what, in Colonial times, had been the pew of the 
Royal Governors, a large, H(|Uare, canopied pew, in 
which were placed the two anii<|ue chairs jirc- 
sented by (Jm'en Carolhie, In one of Ihcse chairs 



Washington sat, and it h Iwliovcd thnt the one 
saved at the lime of the fire in IfiOii. and which now 
stands within the elianecl rail of St. John's, wus the 
one occupied by President Washington that Sunday 
morning. 

The corner-stone of the present church was 
laid on St. John's Day, June 24, I8')7, by Thomas 
Tliompson. GrancJ Ma.^er of the Masonic fraternity 
of New Hainpsliife, there lieing a Iai;ge militJiry and 
civic gathering. 

In n.'Hi Kev. Arthur Browne was settled ae 
rei-lor, letaining the position for thirty-seven years, 
until ITT.'i, when he died, agod seventy-four years, 
During the Revolutionary days no regular services 
were held in this chapel. In the summer of 180H 
Mr. Charles Burroughs, of Boston, officiated as 
reader in St. -lohn's Church, and that fall he received 
and (icc«pted au invitation to liecome its ]«istor. On 
May 20, IMl^i, nearly two and one-half yeai's later, 
he was admitted to the order of priest, and on the 
following day was inducted retitor of St. John's 
Church, "^and served until IS'u. 

UNIVERSALIST CHURCH. 

In 1(K4 thi.ssiH-iety I'liill iU'hm'.'li m-nv \'!iiightin 
Street, afterward linowii a^ "The Canicncum," Imt 
as early a.a 1773 Rev. John Murray, the founder, 
had [ireached to them occasionally. Kev. Xoah 
Parker in 1777 othciated as pastor in a small school- 
house on Market Street, and then removed to the 
Sandemanian meeting-house. In 1H()8 a fine large 
edifice was erected on Pleasant Street, south of the 
site wh.Tc .--looil tlie lirsl. Episcopiil Chapel. I( was 



destroyed by fire in 1896, and the present l)rick 
church erected on the site the same vear. 

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 

The first meeting, and the one which formed 
the nucleus of this association, was held in Jefferson 
Hall in October, 1802, by Elder Ellas Smith, of 
Epping, who soon after moved here, living on Bridge 
Street in a house belonging to Edward Call. Meet- 
ings were conducted there by him every Sunday, 
until the great tire of December 2()th of that year 
destroyed the building, after which services wore 
held in the North Schoolhouse until iMarch, 1803, at 
which time they procured from the selectmen the use 
of the court room in the Old State House. Here in 
that month thev orofanized their societv ; as:recin<r 
to call themselves a Church of Christ, or simply 
"Christians, without the addition of any unscrip- 
tural name.'' On the first Sunday in April following 
they held their first comnumion, the Elder occupying 
the judge's stand as a pulpit and the members the 
seats of the lawyers, which, says Elder Smith, " were 
just enough to contain the members.'* Up to this 
time the society was very small, but from this i)eriod 
its growth was rapid, and in less than a year the 
membership was over one hundred and fifty. The 
society worshiped here until the latter part of 1803, 
when they moved to their new church, which was 
erected that year on the site of Music Hall, where 
they remained many years. In about 1839 they 
purchased the brick church on Ple:isant Street and 
moved into it, remaining until 1851), after which 
they occupied Lord's Chapel on Hanover Street. In 



1858 they ^gain returned to worship in the Temple, 
so-called, the place they had erected fifty-five years 
previous. Su!)sequently they purchased the Free 
Will Baptist Church on Court Street, which they 
now occupy, the first service being held January 8, 
1862. Several years later this building was exten- 
sively repaired, and rededicated February 4, 1891. 

On September 1, 1808, Rev. Elias Smith l)egan 
in Portsmouth the jmblication of the Tferald of Gos- 
l>el Liherfy^ this being the first religious paper ever 
issued in the country, if not in the world ; and is 
yet the organ of the Christian ('hurch, now pul)- 
lished in Dayton, Ohio. 

Elder Smith frecjuently issued books and pam- 
phlets, and preached in nearly all parts of the coun- 
try. He was a bold, energetic and fearless writer 
and preacher, his main fault seeming to be in calling 
things by their right names, which to the maculate is 
usually "the unpardonable sin." His unusual and 
advanced ideas on religious toj^ics niiide him a mark 
for repeated assault u|)()n his theology fnmi lea<ling 
men of the established churches, and in many in- 
stances he suffered persecution of the most un(;hris- 
tian nature, and often had to seek protection from 
the frenzy of violent mobs. Of the many experi- 
ences, we (juote from his own pen some of the 
happenings at their new church, then situated (m 
the site of Music Hall. 

"Our meetin":-h()use was stoned manv times 
when full of people. The windows were freciuently 
broken, and three whole windows were once carried 
off in one night. At one time they threw a vial of 
asafcetida into the aisle, which broke as it fell u|X)n 
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the floor. The nppoBfips tired guns around the 
house, made hidcDUs tioiMfn, beat dniins, played on 
fiddles and fifos, lilew honifi iind whistles, fnittoned 
our door wiicii the houi^c was full of jieople, and 
caiue with a mob to take mo nut of the pulpit when 
preaching. I was offon distui-lic-d while liaplizing, 
and one« a man undertook to baptize another to 
show his contempt of baptism." 



In the article on "The Temple" where it .snya 
"Free Will Baptist," it should read "Christian." 
Elias Smith formerly was a Baptist and did not 
withdraw from that soeiety for aonie time after 
oi'fianizinj^ the Chrif-tian Church, and by this means 
till- sdcictios became somewliaf coiifoundeil. 

METHODIST CHURCH. 

The dijfi^nm oi Ihf AIel!ii)d(<i.-( whs ]jrciii-hed in 
Portsmouth as early ;is 17il(), by Jesse Loe. tli.>upli 
no society was oi'^nni/.ed iiiilil 1«(IK, whieli was 
effected in the Hulehin^s house on Wasbiiiirlon 
Street. Ah<iul this time they |iiiivliiiM-d (h.- "Ci'iin.-- 
neum," (ni Vaughan Sfreel. nf the riiivrr.-alis) 
Society, for $i*,OI)(l. It was ..cnipied )iy llu'in until 
thev moved to their ni^w iljiuvh on Slate Sircel, iii 

, 1827, which was biiih (liiit v<-ar ;il a ensl of Sll.(H)n. 

' and Rev. .lohn 11. .M;itfil. the noted revivalist, was 
then Rssi<iiied ln-r.' ■.i< pii>I(ir, and lived in t!ie )>riek 
house on the southerly coiiier of Daniel and CliH]iel 
Streets. His son John, at this time, was- almut ten 
years old, and afterward became noted as the e<un- 
mander of tlie rebel privateer, "Florida." 



MIDDLE STREET BAPTIST CHURCH. 

This cbinvli i,s >i(iiiited on llie ci'iier of SUte 
and Middle Slreels. and was creeled in 182«. The 
church was organized August 10, ISSfi, by eight 
individuals who met for worship in the A.ssembly 
House on Vaughan t^treet. It has Iwen recently 
extensively repaired and decorated and a new Guild 
and Pastor's Study erected on State Street, on the 
site of the first cliai)el, which was Imilt in IM.')2 and 
occupied until the completion of their new chapel, 
situated on the ojiposite side of State Street. 

CHRIST CHURCH (EPISCOPAL) 

Is situated ini Madison Street, opjiosite the west 
end of Austin Streel. Tiie stone of which it waa 
constructed was taken from Loach's or Murphy's 
Island ill Little Harlmr. By the will of George M. 
Marsh, wlu> died \nvemiier 13, 187IS, there was 
left a bequest for the founding of this church. The 
i'ornci--s|<„.r wa- laid on Si". John's Day, 1880. 
'llu- chLnrh wa. dedicated July M. is.s;-i. The seats, 
by will of the louhdcr. arc made free. 

THE FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH, 

Buih in lK.'i.s. (.n the corner of Hanover and Pearl 
Slivet^. The society was organized in l«;-{:i by 
Rev, Daviil Marks, wlii> was one of the leading men 
of the dcnoniinalioM in Ihose days. The society 
was disbanded in l^!4li ami reorganized in l8oI. 
The present building was remodeled in 18(ili during 
the pastorate of Rev. L. L. Harmon, who was pastor 
from 18l3fi to 1877. 



The I'nv Will l!;,].ii-r .Inuuiiiuidicm was 
fcjiiriilnl \i\ ISi'iiiiiUiiii Uuiidall, oi New Castle, who 
\vii> iiiuv !i sailor. Primarily lie was a member of 
the t'oiigregational Church, autiseijtiently of the Bap- 
ti»t Church in Berwick, Me. lie wiia of a studious 
sod inquiring nature, thinking for himself; and not 
being in harmony with the ustiililishcti cre«ds, and 
persecuted at home he retired to New Durham, where 
he e.ttahlishpd the mother ehurch of this denomina- 
tion in 1780. There were numerous adherents of 
this faith, the " Freewillers," in and about Ports- 
mouth, previous to and after 1*101, at which time 
there were seventeen Free Baptist Churehes in this 
State; but no i-ecoiti can be found of any organiza- 
tion having l>een perfected here until 1832. 

PLEASAPTT STREET CHURCH, 
On the comer of Pleasant and Livermore Streets. 
Tliis building was erected f«)r n Congregational 
Church in 1829 by a branch of the North Church, 
forty uieniliei-s having l)cen dismissed for this pur- 
pose. It was sold to the Christian Baptists in IXiiif, 
and altered into a triple dwelling-house in 185H. 

SECOND ADVENT CHURCH 
Was organized Jaiuiary 4, 18,')!1 ; their house of 
worship l)eing dedicated in .June of that year, and 
recently has l)een (piite extensively remodeled. It 
is situated on the nortJi side of Hanover Street, next 
the engine house, once the old Lord Cliapel, 

ST. MARY'S ROMAN CATHOUC CHURCH. 

The first servtci-s of llie liomati Calliolics were 

held in the Peduzzi Building, on the corner of Coii- 



. gress and High .Streets. In 1852 n fnime chi 
was built oil the corner of Summer and Clmtl 
Streets, over the ledge in the old circus field. 1 
was during the rectorship of Rev. Charles McCallM 
who was the lirst resiiii iit priest. At that time t 
congregation niniil«'rt'd about three hundred. Ti 
building was destroyed by fire in 1S71. 

In 1873 the present brick church was built at. a 
cost of ^.'iO.Onn, The l>eautifnl inemiirial window, 
were the recent gift of Rev. Father E. M. O'Calla- 
ghan, P. K., a former rector, now the Vicar-tieneral 
of the State. The society numlievs upwar<ls of 
two thousand members, and is one of the wealthiest 
in the city, owning nearly the entire square bounded 
by Summer, Austin, Winter and C'hatham Streets. 
On the corner of Austin and Winter Streets is 
the large Pamchial School owned by the society, 
built in 1#87. 

THE GLEBE LANDS. 

Some original documents, counterimrts of nearly 
all the leii,scs and the schedules of the lessees, have 
recently been found by tJie writer, which have ena- 
bled him to compile ii plan of the lower glolie and a 
more detailed and iuvuriilc account of the whole 
grant than was possible lieretofore. The acconq»a- 
nying plan shows the first owners of the leases, just 
after the land wiis laid out into hmise lots in 170.'» ; 
again Iti 17HS, and a few as late as 1«2.') had not 
secured discharges from the ',199 year leases. 

On the 2r)th of May, l(Uo, only seventeen 
yeai's after the first settlement, Francis Williams, 
the first a|>pointeii <iovernor of the coliniy, and 
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Ambrose Gibbons, his assistant, with eighteen of 
the principal inhabitants of the lower part of Pascat- 
aqua, for the " advancement of the glory of God and 
for the support of the minister," made a grant of 
fifty acres of land for a gle])c or parsonage. Three 
acres of this grant were at that time enclosed for a 
cornfield, on which was a "parsonage with a chapel 
thereto united." Thirty-eight acres, called the 
Upper Glebe, were "lying at head of Strawberry 
Bank Creek." The powder house and water tower 
are about in the center of this lot. For many years 
it was let to John Sherburne for one hundred and 
twenty shillings per year. 

In 17in the land was divided into five lots of 
from six to nine acres each, and the present Isling- 
ton Road laid out through it, and was sold by the 
wardens of the North Parisli at public auction Octo- 
ber 27, 1791, to obtain a means for building the 
parsonage house on Pleasant Street. The remaining 
twelve acres were bounded by Conirress Street on 
the north, commencing at the northeast corner of 
the North Church, and running to the west side 
of the Kearsarge House lot; thence parallel with 
Chestnut Street to South Pond ; thence via Court 
House lot and the garden of the Dr. Lanirdon estate 
to Pleasant Street ; thence to the North Church. 

This tract of land, known as the Town or Min- 
ister's Field, in which in 170r) "Thomas Pliipps hath 
built a house and now liveth," was at a public town- 
meeting on the 25th of April, 170/), ''ordered to lie 
laid out into house lots for peopling the town and 
that the advantaire which arises thereby be for the 
benefit of the ministry, reserving a convenlencv for 



a meeting-house, court-house, almshouse and bury- 
ing-place." 

The main pail of the field was divided into 
fifty-one lots of about fifty by eighty feet each, and 
leases were made for 999 years, at from seven to 
fifteen shillings per year, and three-fifths of the lots 
were leased between the years 1709 and 1712. For 
many years the rents were collected somewhat 
regularly, but in 11 HS many lessees owed for from 
twenty to thirty years' rent, amounting in all to two 
hundred and sixteen pounds. A compromise was 
mside and nearly all paid up. Some lessees at this 
time bought an acquittance for the remainder of the 
term for which the lots were leased. In 1823 nearly 
one-half the lots were still under the leases, with 
from forty to one hundred and sixty-seven dollars 
due for each lot. By order of the wardens Charles 
AV. Cutter was enoraored to commence suit ao^ainst 
the delinquents, and he was later assisted by Jere- 
miah Mason and Edward Cutts. This action re- 
sulted in the collection of the rents due and also in 
the i)ayments for the discharges of the leases. At 
the time of the division of the North and South 
Parishes their respective rights to the glebe land 
were vehemently dis|)uted. 

This article and the glebe plan is a donation 
iroxu C. A. Ilazlett. 

THE PUBUC SCHOOLS. 

The schools of the citv are maintained at a hijirh 
degree of efficiencv, and the sehoolhouses will, as a 
rule, compare favorably with those of most other 
cities of its size. The first town sehoolhouse was 
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built in confoimity with a vote of the town-meeting 
of 1709, and was opened in 1713. It was a wooden 
structure of one stoiy, and stood nearly where the 
present Haven schoolhouse stands, on South School 
Street. There had i)reviously l>een a town schooj, 
however, Thomas Phipps having been appointed 
town schoolmaster in 1(>97, and taught a number of 
years in a wooden building on what is now^ State 
Street, which was rented from Ebenezer Wentwoilh, 
and in 1735 became the propert}^ of the town. This 
second town schoolhouse was replaced in 1790 by a 
brick one, which >vas i)artly destroyed by the great 
fire of 1813, and rebuilt to its present dimensions 
in 1814. In the ui)per story of this building the 
boys' high school was kept for many years, the girls' 
high school being kept in the basement of the old 
Court House on Court Street, part of said l)asenu»nt 
being at the same time utilized as the town "bride- 
well" or lockup. The State Street building, up to 
the time it was condemned for school pur[)oses, was 
called the Peabodv School : the lower storv is now 
the office of the superintendent of schools, and the 
upper story is occu])ied by the Woman's Kxchange. 
The tirst school in the town to which girls were 
admitted was opened in 1780 by Benjamin Dear- 
horn, whose house was on Market Street where the 
National Mechanics and Traders Bank now stands, 
and who was the inventor of the spring l)alance. 

THE HIGH SCHOOL, 

At the junction of Daniel and Chapel Streets, was 
built in 1858 for the boys' and irirls' hiirh school, 
which previously occui)ied separate buildings, and 



continued to be t<augiit separately until 1873. The 
building is on a lot given to the town in 1 700 as a 
site for a schoolhouse, but which was not used for 
that purpose until more than a century and a half 
later, and then had to be bought by the city at a 
good round i)rice. Bridget Cutt, daughter of Kich- 
ard Cutt, brother of the tirst President of Xew 
Hampshire, married Thomas Daniel, and after his 
death became the wife of Thomas Graffort. In 1700 
Mrs. (iraffoii:, then a widow, gave to the town the 
highway now called Daniel Street, but which for 
more than half a century after it was opened was 
C4illed (iraffort's Lane, and also "one lot of land in 
my great tield for erecting a schoolhouse,'' there 
being then no schoolhouse owned by the town. 
This schoolhouse lot was, in 173/), exchan<red for the 
one on State Street where the Peabodv schoolhouse 
was afterward built: and it is certainlv sinorular that 
so manv vears after Mrs. (iraffort's <jenerous gift 
to the town was made, the lot should again become 
the property of the town and be ]nit to the use for 
which she gave it. At the time the High School 
was built it was su[)i)osed it would answer all de- 
mands for a centurv, l)ut althouirh it has since been 
material I V enlarwd it has been overcrowded for 
manv vears, and a more modern and nuich larger 
structure is nuich needed. Portsmouth is the fifth 
city in the State in population, but its High School 
stands second in lunnber of pupils, being exceeded 
bv that of Manchester onlv. The need of a new 
buildinir in a new location and with more extensive 
irrounds is universallv admitted, but when and how 
it can be secured is an unsolved problem. 
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THE HAVEN SCHOOL, 

On South >irUii»\ Stivi>l,;il it> jiiiiclii 
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Street, mis Imilt iti lS4ti. and luis ixvciit ly hccn 
«jctensively remodeled and improved, it woo the 
feet S(;hoolhou8e of more than two room;: Imilt in 
the town, and nt the time of ita ei'ection the extrav- 
agunec of providing so lurge and wistly a stnieture, 
which il was deelarcd never could l«? reiiuired in 
thut pari of the town, was roundly denounced. For 
many years there wits indeed nil the room iieidrd, 
JlKit in recent times the numl)er of schnlars ha-^ 
•^Spidly increased year by year, und now the South 
Wardnioni Building, which occupies (hi? site of liic 
former Old Soulh t'hurch on Meclinti-houso Hill, 
has iigaiii been taken for school purjioscs, iiftcr 
being disused us such for ti luunlicr of yeiirs, to 
Bccommodute the kindergiirtnn and tirst-grade over- 
flow from the Haven School. The Haven School- 
house is a lirick rtlruclurc of two stories, with a 
hip roof, find whalever allcuipt at ornanientation 
there is iilioul ii i< dtu' In it- rccnit renioiieling. 

THE FARRAGUT SCHOOL, 

On School imd High Stroel-^, is of (limiil the sarni- 
size as the Havi-n School. Iml of a iuik-Ii niori' oi'iiali- 
style of arcliifccturc, having licen liuill iu InmiI. It 
XH ft tine linilding, in ii wretched location for a large 
iWhool. 11 is on the very edge of the district from 
which its .scholars are drawn, and the children have 
aliaohitcly uo playground hut the adjacent streets. 
Notwiihstauding these drawlmeks, the attendance is 
so large that throe small rooms, not intended for 
such use, have Ijc<mi lilkeii as classrooms, and in 




all thfi other ronins srp tnnnv more sent» Ihan wero 
■ orinrinally plannpil Inr-. 

THE WHIPPLE SCHOOL, 
On State Street, near the top of Mason's Hill, was 
built in the same year as the Farragut; like the 
latter, its style of architecture is modern, but, unlike 
the same, its situation is a veiy good one, iK-ing 
central to the district it serves, and thu children 
having a good-sized play-yard on each aide of the 
building. That the same committee who selected 
the site for the Whipple School should have chosen 
that for the Farragut seems inexiilieable. The 
Whii)ple is the largest schoolhouse in the city, hut 
all its rooms contain more seats than the original 
plan called for, two small rooms designed for other 
purjiosea have been taken for classrooms, and two or 
three years ag(» the Oalmt Street Schoolhoiise, which 
was closed when the Whipple was opened in 18^0, 
was reopened as an auxiliary of the M'hipple, to 
accommodate its kindcrgailen and some of the fiist 
and second grade pupils. 

CABOT STREET SCHOOL. 
The two-sloiy woodon wi'hnoliifiiise fronting 
on Cabot Street, tit its jiint'tion ivith Slate .Street, 
was built in 18fifl, on the siti^ of an old two-stury 
Hchoolhouse of brick, with a pitch roof, the date of 
the erection of which much research and imjuiry 
have failed to reveal. The old sclioolhouse was 
probably built some time previous to 1800, for when 
it was taken down and its materials used in mending 
Cabot Street and elsewhere, in 18fi0, it horo many 



indtcBtioDfl of age; and reBidente of the West End, 
now over eighty years old, who attended school 
there, say it was considered an old building when 
they were children. It was much suiailor than the 
structure now occupying its site, and its desks and 
seats were of two-inch plank, the luick of each seat 
forming the front of the desk in the rear ; and there 
were but few desks that were not ornamented on the 
top or side with jackknife engravings of initials and 
dates, or fly-traps. There was a big tirejilace in 
each room, at the end opposite the teacher's desk. 
The schoolhouse is now used to accommodate the 
hindergailen and part of the primary grade of the 
Whipple School. 

THE FRANKUN SCHOOL, 
On Maplewood Avenue, popularly known as the 
Christian Shore School, was built in 1847. It is a 
brick structure of two stories and two large rooms, 
and though unpretcntinusi in style it has long done 
good service and i-^ dniii^' ii still. A mile or so from 
the Franklin Si'lmnl, (^n Hiirtlett Street, on the same 
side of the North Pond. Iml in the Cri'ek District, 
so-called, is the Sptildinir Srhnol, built in the early 
seventies. At Ihiil tirm- llie pojnilatinn al the Creek 
was not large, liut now the swlimi is thii-Uly settled 
and children arc more numerous than elsewhere in 
the city : the local sehool is unable to receive all 
the scliolars entitled to attend it, and many of them 
have to go to the Franklin School. An enlargement 
of the Spalding School and the dividing of the 
Franklin into four rooms are planned. Tlio old 
brick schoolhouse, used previous to the erection of 
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_„ , ,„^(H>I, wae built mora than aoentory 

ago, and is yet standing on Ibo corner of Pro8j)ct.'t 
Street opposite the Dennett house, converted into 
a dwellinfr, 

SUBURBAN SCHOOLS. 

There are three siilmrl.iui sfhn<,ls. nioiioly. the 
Planii- School at the I'Iriins, ilie Liifajette Sciinol on 
Lafayette Road, and the ■\ViiiJiiluiry Sehoot — licttcr 
known locally as the Grtiveily Kidt-e Sehool — on 
Woodbury Avenue. Either of these could pose for 
a picture of "the little red schooihouse" of New 
England that has had so miirhty an influence toward 
making this country what it is to-day ; ihey are all 
built of brick, of one story and one room, and eaeh 
has a capaeily of about forty Bcholars. Where the 
Woodbury Siihool stand:; a wooden building twenly 
feet square, and eallcd the Gravelly liidgr ScImioI- 
house, was erected in 177.'*: the dour iiikI ;l hiiire 
chimney took up the whole of one end, and three 
Bmall windows made a feeble effort to furnish suffi- 
cient light for the pupils. In 18^0 the town doubled 
the size of the l)uildin<r, plastered the walls and 
ceiling, and put in it stove: and in IH.'ilJ the old 
building wa-^^ torn down and the Woodlniry School 
erected on its site, \V'illi the cxeeiilion of the 
Spalding and Cabot Street Schools, all the seluml 
buildings of the eity are of brick, and none are 
above two stories in height. In the near future the 
city must neeesaarily, under the stress of a constant 
and soon to be a rapid increase of pupils, expect to 
be ealled ujion to make considerable additions to 
their school capacity. 



THE NAVY YARD. 
The Portsmouth. X. H., navy yard is not in 
Poilsniouth or Xew Hampshire, but is situated on 
an island — fiM'merly two islands, now united by the 
tilling in of the separating ehannel — on the opposite 
side of the river, in the town of Kiltery and State 
of Maine. In the year IJSOO the gt»verument bought 
Fernald's {or Dennett's) Island of William and 
Sarah Dennett for $S.500. — a little less than $100 
an acrf, the island having an area of fifty-eight 
acres. This island, increased alwut six aiTCS by the 
filling of flats, was the entire navy yai-d ten-itory 
until 18<i<>, when Seavey's (otherwise known as 
-leukiiis' or Trefethen's) Island was bought of twen- 
tv-i'iirht owners, the government paying therefor 
Jluri.onO, nr $1,000 an acre for the 105 acres 
included in the ])urehase. Little was done at the 
yaril jirevinns lo the war with England in 1N12-15. 
During Ihat win* there wns considerable repairing of 
vessels done lieri', and early in ISliJ the first keel 
of a warshi|> was laid, thai of the "Washington," 
which though rated as a 74-giin ship actually 
carried eighty-six guns. The "Washington" was 
not launched until July. IHl.'i, after the close of the 
war. .She made one cruise to Europe, as flagship, 
was used as a receiving ship at New York afterward, 
and was broken up in ltS4S. She was built by con- 
tract, llie government furnishing the materials, in 
llie liLiiidiiiff known, until its recent removal, as the 
■'Al:d.ainii 'ship house." at a cost of )i33.i,8O0. 
During (he Civil \\'ar the yard was a busy place, 
and lUMiiy ships ncn- built or repaired here. This 
activity c^mtiimcd on a diminishing scale for 6ome 
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y^^mer the war ; hut during the traiieitioii period 
from the old navy to Ww new, when the biiildiofr 
and repairing of W(i(»d<'ii ahijis was given up, and 
steel utioptcd in |>lace of wood as ohiplmilding mate- 
riul, operationa at the ynvd wholly ceased. At that 
time, for several years, strong influenr^a wei-e at 
work to secure the aliandonment of the yard; and 
it is literally true that the paths and roadways of 
the yaid were green with grass, summer after sum- 
mer. But there will never l)e any more talk of 
aluindoning thin yai-d ; the superlative value of this 
dee|) and never-frozen harbor as a naval station is 
now aeknowledgeil, and more money has been 
e.\peii(li-d in new buildings and other )}eruianent 
inipnivi'Tnents here during the last iivc or six years 
tbiiTi wa-i expended for all purposes, inelnding the 
building and repairing of vessels, during ttio first 
forty years of its existence; and wli;il will lie llic 
best dry dock of its size in the world, whon linUlii'il, 
is now approoehing completion. An iibundnnt sup- 
ply of water, for all present or future needs, has 
been secured ; a stfindard-gauge railroad, eonneetod 
with the Boston Ai Maine s.ystem, runs all over the 
yard wherever required ; all the most lufidern appli- 
ances for the building or repiu'iing of sIih'I vessels 
havelieen or are being installed : and the I'oilsniuulh 
Navy YanI will within a few years attain the posi- 
tion of eouccdcd importance to whieh its unrivaled 
natural advanttiges entitled it from the day it was 
started. 

Looking across tht- river from the fcntral 
^harves on the Portsmouth side, there is seen along 
the water front of the yard, at the extreme left from 



the spcfttator's point of view, the Franklin ship' 
lumse. popularly so-called, although on the yara 
plan it is (le-iign;ited oidy by a number. To the 
right of the ship house is a long, low building, iwig- 
inally a timlier shed, now the steel bending, ship 
fitters' and shipwrights" shop, biwk of which riaea 
the tall chimney of the new smith and angle shop, 
foundry and mat^hine shop. Next, near the centAT 
of the original yard's wmter front, is the floating di^, 
dock: then comes the general store, a large brick 
structure standing end to the river, built in 1821, 
and the lirst. I»rick building erected at the yard; tiri 
big shears, with a safe lifting cajiacity of one faiitfe« 
dred tons ; the new building of the power plaut^ 
with the tallest chimney on the yard ; and then til* 
must house, a long stone building standing end toi 
the river, and nuirking tlie southerly Iniundary of tl 
original yai'd. Xrxl. nn llie northerly edge of what 
was t-iniH rly S(\i\c\'^ I>linid, is the untinished stone 
dry diH'k, in cvidi'TU'e ])rini.'ipally through the pili 
of cut stone and tlic temporary Imildings used in ita 
construction; then the naval hospital, and at the 
extreme right the tall, stiff-looking standpipe, at 
the foot of the knoll on the southerly front <rf 
Si'iivey's Island, on the toji of which in tlie time of 
the Revolution was Fort Sullivan, where now is the 
reservoir. During the Civil War there was a strong 
battery of eight-inch guns nuiunted in Foil Sullivan, 
the garristm, a regiment of colored troops, lieing. 



ijuai-tereil in burrtu-ks on the 
ship house got its jiopular nan 
therein ()f the steam frigate ' 
vessel ever built at the yard. 



ilaiul. The Franklin 
e through the building 
Franklin," the largest 
Her displiu»raent was 



5,17(1 tons, iier keel way laid in 1H,54, Imt she was 
not launched uDtil 18l>4. She was the tirRi 6hi[> In 
ll_v the flag of a United States Adiitiml in Eump^-an 
waters, having l>o«n AdiiiimI Fainigiit'rt fliigshi)! in 
18li7-l58. There were furnieHy two ullicr ship 
houses on the j'urd : the Alalmni:! .ship luuise. a por- 
tion of whose site is now tii-ciipini li_v liio iii'w p(jwer 

, house, and the Santce whip lumsc, whitli titood 
between the fomipr and tlie river front, and whose 
Bite is now an open space. Like the Franklin ship 

1 bouse, these Imildings took their jtopulur names 
from long-time tenants; Iwth were taken down 
within a few years to make room for other strmturi's 
called for in acfordance with the plans for modern- 

' izing the yard. In tiie page engmving containing 
the old frigate "ConstHntion," iH-yond it can Im? 

' Been the end view of liotji these old Imildings. The 
"Santee,"a 44-gnn frtgafo, was laiilt in IKi'O, I.nt 
was not launched until IS.'i'i. Being a .'^ailing ship, 
shp did not count for nuicli during the Civil War, 
and was liroken up ahoul 1»)S0. In ]Hll the 

I keel of the "Alabama." a 74.giin ship, was laid in 

' the ship house from which the " Washington," an- 

' other seventy-four, had lieen launched two years 
prerious. The "Alalmma" was not launched until 
lSl)4, when, there being at the time a steiuii sloop- 
of-war of the same name in the ncrvice, Ihc anli- 
(juated old hulk was ronanicil the "New Ham))sliii'c" 

l^and lilted as a store ship : Inter slic was fiu- many 
yeiirri the receiving ship at Newport. K. I., and is 
now the training ship of the New York Naval Militia. 
This old ship, olisiiletc years liefore she was launched, 
is the only naval vessel of the United States ever 



niuncd in honor of New Hampshire : and yet Nc 
Hampshire was one of the original thirteen States, 
(lid its full share toward securing the independence i 
of the colonies, and was intimately ronnccteii with j 
the naval history of the cnmilrv during Ihc Revolu- 
tion, the War of \x\-2 and Ihc Civil War. Thai 
oldest vessel in the navy, still borne on the "servicfrrl 
able" list, is the sailing sloop-of-war "Savaloga,*^ 
laiill ill this yai-d in 184:i, now the uiai-ine scboolsbip 
Ml I'liihulclphia; and the next oldest is the " Poita*'] 
mnulii," Ihuilt here in IS4;^, now the training ship c 
the New .Icrsoy Naval Militia. The floating dr^M 
dock, built by contract in 1848-.'il, cost, with " 
basin and the railway at its head, $1,282,000. &] 
wai di'noLLocciL at the time as an e.\trav^ant and 
corrupt job. and ridiculed as an assured failure, that 
would undoiilitcdiy lie cast aside in a few years. 
lint iluring the first ipiarter century from the time 
ol its acceptance more than ime hundred vessels 
were lifted out of water by it without difficulty or 
d.imagc, and it is still serviccul)Ie for dockinj 
of :^.0()i> 1o ;t,<IOI) Ions displacement. The govern- 
ment lest, ]iicvi<>us to its acceptance, was the taking 
up and hauling out on the railway of the old 74-guti 
ship "Franklin." On that railway, i-ecently d&ti 
stroyed. in accordance with the plan of model 
improvement of the yard, the old frigate "Constiti 
lion" was hauleil out in IH;)7 and pnictically rebuilt: 
and ill l«i>l the fioiious sloop-of-war "Kearsarge'' 
was built (ui the I'aiiwav. her keel being laid on V 
;i<l of Miiv. an<l Ihc "vessel huLiiched through the' 
dock on the Tith of October following. 

In this brief sketch mention is made of those 
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I)uililiiig8 only whicli aie on llic water front iiiitl 
prominently visiljle from the river; Init thee« are 
only a small frat-tirm of the entire niiniber on the 
yard. There is not room to speeially notice the 
OJSeci-s' quarters and their handaunie grounds, the 
Jnarine barracks and imrade jn'^mnd, the office build- 
ing, oi-dnane« l)uilding;, or many other stiucturea. 
* ^omc of them large and important onc3, bauk from 
'tte water, there iM?ing nearly one hundred in all. 
^^Bpt enough has been told to indicate the im|K)rtanee 
' to which the yard has attained, and the much greater 
•decree of inipoi-tanoe it in to attain in the near 
^ture. Illn^itniting this ailicle are throe pages of 
^otugraphic engravings tiukIc espei'iiilly for this 
Work, which embrjicc ;i \ ien- of ni'iirly llic entire 
[_, yard. 

ON THE PISCATAQUA. 

'I'lic I'iM'iitii-ina liivcr, lo wliii-h PoUsujunlh 
owes XI much, and lo wliicli in the future il lau.-it 
nceesMii-iJy be indelited, us well as the State of New 
Hariiiisliire. for the existence iif its only seaport, is 
propiily not a river at all, but a loTig, narrow, 
crooked and dce|>channeled (uni of the se;i, extend- 
ing into Ilie Utnd in a wi-slerly direi'tion almut a 
dozen miles, making three rei'lanjrular tiii'ii- on the 
way, and then expandiriL' into the broad >lieet of 
water ealleil (iiriit Riiv. A nuinlier ol small rivers, 
(rf wliich the principni aiv liie Coclie.-o and the 
Salmon Falls. Mow ii.to il. )iul tlie-e, even during 
the period of their spring.'- ire>lii'ls. Ii!i\'e no peree|i- 
tihle effect on the height of the tides of the Piseata- 
qim, the einient of which is so swifl. owing to the 



jwculiar formation of the inlet and the lilltng and 
enif*ying of Gi-eat Bay at every tide, that the har- 
bor never freezes over. The Indian name of the 
inlet was Pascataquack, and that name, in l>ecoming 
Pidcataiiua, has undergone less transformation than 
most Indian names adopte<l liy the white man. 

The Pistyita<]ua was visited in HiOS by Martin 
Pring, who, after exploring the eoa^t of Maine, 
ast^ended this inlet — which in his report he ealls 
"the westernmost and best river" — to a distance of 
ten or twelve miles fnnn its month. In IHO.t the 
French adventurer, Chainpliiin, landcii at Odiorne's 
Point, and sailed up the liver several miles : and in 
]iil4 the fanioHs (.'apbiin .iohn Smith came here nnd 
named the i>.laii.ls oft our shore, which he passed on 
the way, '■Stiiith-s I,l(.<" — which name tliev should 
U(jw hear, iii-tead of lliat of Isles of Shoals — and 
•^aili'd up the Pisciilaijua some twenty mites, in his 
report descriliiug il as "a safe harlKir with a i^ocky 
shore." Those old explorers evidently guessed at 
their dislaiices. iiiasmnch as twenty ndles from the 
nioulh of the Piscalaipia would have taken Captain 
Smith's vessels several miles into the woods. 

A row or sail on the l'i-.calai|ua, in either direc- 
tion fi'om the eily. is a thoroughly enjoyable e\|tc- 
rii-uci' to any one with even a moderate appreciation 
of Naluiv",' altraclions: lait it should never Ite 
uiMlei'liikcii )iy a person miaecustomed lo boaliu", 
nor even li\ tiie skilled boatman who is unac<[uaiiited 
with the rivi'i', unaceomiiaiiicd by a local river-man. 
But an imaginary trip on t!ic l'i-.eatai|iia is perfectlv 
sale: let us take one. Looking nf.rlherly up the 
river from Portsnnmth llridire, with Kitterv on the 
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nght band and Frecinan'e Point on the left, a. balf- 

miic or so dii^faiit appears tlio village of Eliot Neck. 

Here the river makes a turn to the westward at a 

right angle. Freeman's Point, formerly one of the 

most lieautifiil spots in this pieturescjiie section of 

<he country, is now the scene of great industrial 

r activity, many hundreds of men, with horses and 

F^'Bluch machinery, lieing engaged in leveling hills, 

" filling valleys and otherwise altering the face of 

\Hturi', ]irepiiratnry tn the erection of vvhiit is to l»e 

the hir^'ol paper-inill in the world. The Kittery 

shoLi- ot tin- river, nlmve the l.ridgc, is slill sis lieiui- 

tifiii !W ever. 

Below the bridge, on I he river fniiil. iire many 
points of historic interest , of whii-h only tiie l.i'icl'est 
mention cjiii lie uuide. Fir^l on liie \vi-s(crlv. oi' 
New ll.unpsliire. side is Nuhlcs Islinut. fonnerly a 
m.led ti-liin- station imd kt.T ihe liuilding place of 
main- ships, and is mm owni'd liy liie lir)slon ^t Maine 
Kailniad. Just l.elow the island are the railroad 
coal wharves ,d .1. A. .^ A. \\' . Walker, which 
ineliuie ihe site of wind was i.iice Hiiidge's Whai'f. 
where tlie friijate "UalciL'h." later run aslinn- nti Ihe 
const of Maim- :,n,i lapliMvJ \<\ a lirilidi M|iiadinM 
aftera hard liglil. wa-. Iniiil in]' 'lli.' ( 'niiliii<>iilal Navy 
in 1771;: and whi-rr III. ■:.|iioi>-cii-\\ar ■■ liaiigiT," lli'i- 
first war>hi|i In .iis|ilav tin- siars ami s(ri|H-s as 
the Amrriciin ■■ri^iirn. alui in whicii .li.hn PaiLl Jones 
Weill In Kngland in 1777. capturing the Hrilish 
. 8loo|i-(if-wai' "I^rake" (Ui the way. was (milt after 
' tilt' "Raleiirh" was huniched. and on tlie same 
blocks. AVhere once Hoated the '"R-deigh" and 
the "Itauger" can now lie seen i-oal schooners sev- 



oi-al times largei- than iKtth of iheiii together, and 
steam diggers lifting out several tons of coal a 
mimite. Next lielow is (inty I'i Prune's coal 
wharf, where the late Edward F. Sise started the 
"sea coal" business in Portsmouth; llie Isles of 
Sh<ials stcamlxiat and other wharves ; and where the 
river makes one of its right angles is the ienry 
Mation of the Portsmouth, Kittery & York Street ^ 
Railway, formerly the Spring Market. From the 
ferry house to (_'liurch Point are lofty brick ware- ' 
houses. Kve st.u'ies high on the river front and two 
or itu'ce stories high on the street, remiudera of the | 
time when Portsmouth's foreign trade was very 
great: and tuwcrinc above Iheni is cild St. John's ' 
ChiLirh, .in the apex of fhnrch Hill. Passing 
around Church P.iini— an easy thing to do if thfi 
liiic is rnniULig that way. lail not otherwise — the 
exeui'^ioTiist i-omes to the liig plant of the Ports- 
nuiLJth livening ( '<inipany, the new power house of 
Light and Power Company, 
r whanes and another coal 
L iihservo tiie new, comnio- 
tlir I'nrt-in.inth V:u-ht (.'lub ami 
whiili tiinn.'. .me side of the Narrows. 
iiMil tile liM'r. )ust below the bridge, 
rms.if Killerv; the old Rice houso, 
ch.se ti. whi.'h was ihr old-time ferrv landing. Bad- 
gers Islan.l an.l tli.' navy yard, Ba.lg.Ts Island. 
nnw th.- Kitli-iT lauding nf thr Pni-tsinouth, Kittery 
L^l Viirk Railway Ferry, was fur many years a noted I 
shipyard, nuiri' than a hundred vessels, many of 3 
them of huge size, having lieen Imilt there, oniotig 
litem Ihe "America," the lirsl 74-guu ship ever built 
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OD tiiiii side uf tlic Atlmilii.', Uie umxti'ui-tioi) of 
which, on blocks Imt A few roils from the ])ii'sciit 
ferry landin^f. was Huiierintcndeti l>y John I'uiil 
Jones, and which wim huinchod under his jiersoiiiil 
direi^t.ioii and coummnd. Of the navy yard no fur- 
ther mention need lie made Iiere, 

Passing thruiigh the Narrows, on the right ih 
eeen, at the tuji of the steep Imnk of Peiii'c's I::ilund, 
old Fort AVasliington, an extensive earthwork built 
in ITTfi, and strongly armed and garrisoned during 
the Ucvoliilion iiiidia' the eoTniiiarid of ('jtiilaiii TIIup. 
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Sailer, ;iiid again armed and i'i[iLip|"'d i 
Next on lliv same side is SlL;.pl,y> Mand. m 
from Pt'irw's only liy a lioat t'lianiiel, and ] 
by that at hjw tide; liiis island was once 
shipyard. Here tlio main river niakc^ a tiir 
I^iit a riglit angle, lint Hie Little ilarlior hrancli 
keeps sti-aight on to the sontliward, liroadening oul 
near the sea into LillJi' Ilarliii]', now inipi'oved l>y 
dredging and hreakwalerw inio an oxc^ellenl harlior of 
Wfuge for wnall vpasels. This linineli is spanned, 
ifeetween Shapley's and linat Island-!, by ii draw- 
bridge; and Goat Island and (Jresit Island — the 






latter being 

by a roatl rceenlly bn 

breakwater, in'side tli' 

Island til Fort Point. 

Caalle shori' is ni.rii]ii 

■new siunmiT rutlage^ 

iftkes anotliiT Inrn at ; 

■)iut to sea ill a sonlh.^rly direeliun. Al Fori Point 

IB old Fort CoMslitnlimi, formerly FoH William 

and Mary, and imtside oi Ihe old fortititation is tlio 



of New(Vll. ari' i-onneeted 

on (i>|i 1)1 the irovenimcn! 
.Id i>il.> bridge. From (Joat 
.nsi Ibe innin river, ibe New 
I hv qnaint old lioH>es and 
:>ii.l at Fori Point llie river 



wreek of the now Fort Coiiiititution, ooinmenee<l »t 
llie eluse of the Civil War and planned to Im a 
granile fortress with three tiers of guns, but the 
work was abandoned after many thousand dollars 
had been spent tlieriion. There is now a now !»at-i 
tery there of modern guns, near the old lireastworks, 
and another fori is being built at Jaffrey's Point, 
the southern extremity of the island. At Fort 
(^on-litulion is also a lighlhonsc, officially known us 
Purl-^rnonlb Harbor Light, on the site o'f a former 
wooden tower one hnndred and fifteen feet high, 
bnill before Die Uevoliilion, during the adiuinistra- ' 
)i<ni of (lovernoi- .lobii Wenlworth. 

lielnining to the Nari'ows. on the left is Hen- ' 
dersd)]'- I'ninl. the sontliwesierlv point of Seavey's 
Island, wliieh is now a purl of the navy ymtj. The 
' |ii-esenl lime have a large for 
tliis oiistrnrtion to navigation, 
-Kve leef. allowing vessels of the 
lo iwss over what iw now, but 
e, Henilorson's Point. Here are 
he gniduiiL^e of mariners cnmin}; 
iml a house for the lightkeepcr. 
. |>relly lillle bouse known as the . 
in wiiicb (ieneral (ireely, now head 
signal serviee. rested for several 
s fcarliil experienee in the Arctic 

the I'astwiird of the (ireely cot- 

1 of the liigliesi point of Seavey'a 
feet aijove l!ie water, is a curving 

I', looking something like a fort. It j 
weser. but the lop of an open reser- ■] 
digging out old Fort Sullivan and 
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-^wmmrtfiig tho iiwiJo uf th« Imk-. KoH Sulliviin 
W»8 Iniilt in 177.'i, and wiis ariiicd ami -rruTisoiuil in 
1812 ami iijriiln (liinii-r 11k- ( 'ivil Wur. -Iiisl l.;uk of 
it in tliP tail Mlatiilpijjr ot llio navy yai-d water sys- 
tem. At tlir ofislcrly oiid (if the island ia the s\n[>v 
where the Sjutnisli Wiir piisciners were eimtined. A 
little farther down llie river is ('larks Island, tioc- 
leas and iininliiLliid'd, wiili .hiniuii-a Mand. tlie siiin- 
merhonie of a wwdlhy ,l'i-iiII.-iu;ui. dark nl il and 
near the Kilterv sli-.ri'. Tlien the channel down on 
theehiirts asl'nu.ked l.iinf. :ind then Killery Point. 
with its aneieni clnnvh, its Mininiri- hotel- and r,.l- 
tages and U> inanv |iretlv iioine>tejid>, and old Fori 
Meflary, one.- of 'mneh in]|)oi'lan(^e a^ a harlior loi'd- 

, ficalion'lmt now nseles-^. thoiijrli irnns were iinled 

there dnrinsr the war with Spain.' At Killei'v Point 
Villaire are the funner iionu-s of the Ilrays, i'eppev- 
roHs and Sparhawks, and the anehorajrp lietween the 
villHire U'aeh and the Fishinji Islands is called I'ep- 
pcrrell'8 Cove. From Kitti'ry Point to 1he ocean 
t 'front extends (ierrish Island, whieh to the pas>er-l)V 
«ppcars to ho a part nf tlie mainland, and which is 
larfjoly taken lip liy the snnnner homes of ueidthy 
people, thonjrh not far from the sea is ImjiI Foster. 



a str. 



tihi-alii 



■rdlv 



lih.and I 



:ht . 



1 the 



sea front a siijniner huti'l and a nnniher of eotlaires, 
'here aru several anmll islands al the month <hf llie 
■lK)r, inclndinfX Wood Island, which has no wiutd 
on it: and marking the enlraiice is AVIialesliack 
Liirhthonse, u tall jiRinite .striietnre willi an iron 
tower containing a fog siirnal apjiaralns in its rear. 
The onlei' island of all,' ii mere ledfre of rocks, is 
While Ishmd : and half a mile from theto a hell 



lnn.y marks (he hwalion of Kills Rock. :t smiTtcn 

ledi^e, on ])iLs.sin>r wiiicli the excnrsionist is well out 
lo sea. Fioni Porl-nionlii I(rid-e to ihe ocean. 
almost everv s|iot alon^' the hanks of the river is of 
hisloric or traditional intcrcM. 

SAGAMORE CREEK. 

Sa^iiin(ne Creek is a, salt-water iidet, nnitnpor- 
tant from a linfiness point of view l)al of rare iieauty, 
ex-tendinir westerlv from the Little Harhor hraneh 
ot ll;e river, near "here it hmadens out into the 
now mneh improved hailior ot refuge, Ui near the 
lout of Pevcrly Hill, a distance of not far from 
Ihi'ee miles. Far a lover of llie heaiilies of Nature, 
ii'ithiiig could lie more charming than a huat trip up 
.Sa;.'amorc Creek al high water on a calm day, from 
its moiilh to llie Lafayette Itoad Bridge, a di»tanee 
of alioiit two miles !i» the crow Hies; from Ihia 
liridge to the end of lide-water the creek is hardly 
moi'e llian a waterway a few yards wide through the 
salt meadow wliieli ends al Ihe hills, making on llie 
way as many ciMoks and tnrns as possilile. after the 
usual cnsliim of such walerways ihrongh salt mead- 
ows, and I'apidiv dimini^hiiiL' in width and depth 
nnlil il linallv ends in a nnmlier ot thread-iike rivii- 
l.'ts. Throughout the winding way of the creek, 
from its mouth lo Lafayette Bridge, thc! hanks are 
at many points wooded to the water's edge: high 
and hold shores alternate with gentle slopes and 
unexpected coves, and hei-e and there a small island 
is seen, and wherever there is open ground the 
evidences of thrift and intelligent cultivation .are 
apparent. S.igamorc Creek is indeed a most I>eau- 
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t if III tim\ |)ii-.tiii'osi|iie lUtlo »itroaiii, iind llif i-nilmsi- 
aciii witli wliiuli ilf! iittriKilioiiK mc s|Kiki'ii ot In llmin 
iUM|uiiiiit(Hl willi ita vannl iKsiitity is mil cxlinvii^iiiit. 
The inlet was at one time allied Witch Ci'eck, and 
on one nmp is called Sackotii Creek ; and ita present 
name, Sagamore, is supposed tn have come fruiit 
the chieftain of the minor Inditin trills timt were 
here when the early settlors arrived, having tivinl on 
its Itunks, sagamore having licen tlic Indian title of 
such petty chiefs all along this siition ol tlic New 
England coaHt:. A sachem was superiiir In il wagii- 
more, l)eing the chief of a ihiut nnportaiit IHIk; or 
tril>es, and " Sackom " may have Ih'ch hut a corrujition 
of "Sachem" !is a name for tiie creek, Ambrose 
Gibhins, a steward of John Mason, the founder of 
the Portsmonlh colony proper, was the earliest 
English settler on the croek, iind there are evidences 
that at one time there was ipiite a numertms popula- 
tion located on ita hanks near the mouth, although 
there are no written or printed records t« show thin. 
It was a favonihlc location for fishing and trading, 
the ohjcct.-i for which the curly cnlonislw came here, 
and l.lic Iriiditi.m is that the li'shery Wiis t-xten-ivrly 
c!irrii'<l UN fnim tiuTe. A short disl;ini-c nnrlliwiird 
. from Die I'lilraiicr to the creek, on the hank of liic 
Little Harbor ('hannel, stands a building "famed in 
song and Ktory '" — the Governor Benning Wentworth 
house, ami imilt by him when ho was (iovernor of 
the Province of New Hampshire under the Crown, 
and occupied by him an the vice-regal residence 
until his death. But with all its hiwtoric and 
romantic assiHuations and ttx delightful iocalinn it 
cjinnot tnilhfully I»e cailod a thing of Iw-auty, lov ils 



slyleof .'uvhileclurc is.il the m.ridesm|.t order. At 
the iLioiitii <'i Ihe .xeek, on iu norlherly srd.\ is the 
snnmicrhome of .Vrthur Astor Carey, of Boslon, llie 
house o(t(^upying the former site of one buill there 
some sixty yeai-s ago for the late T. Sheafe C'oflin, 
and which, when the new house was binlt, was moved 
a shoi't, distance away and fitted for the oecujjancy 
of the servants. Next above the Carey place is the 
summer home of K. Clipstmi Sturgia, (»f Boston, 
formerly the Martine farm. Tiik MAKTrxK iroisF. 
is nnich older than the Wentworth mansion, and is 
supposed to have been imilt by Kichard Martine 
about the year 1700, and remained in the Maiiine 
name until l>etween 1850 and IfitiO, when it was sold 
by Mrs Martine to the late Clement March, the title 
afterward passing to several jiersons l)efore reaching 
the present owner of the proj>erty. Jn this house, 
in 17!lK, were entertained for a time the famous and 
unscrupulous Fi'cni-h Slalesmaii. T;Llleyrand, and the 
Frencii I'riiu-cs tlirn liiinii(g Ihis ((iiLntry in his com- 
pany, one of wliiiiu laliT bcciiin.' King of Franw. 
In an aci-oiint of Loui.-i I'liilippe'.^. tuur in the I'nitetl 
States in 17;i7-SI«, published shortly after his death 
in IK.IO, occurs the fnlliiwiiig: ".loiiriuning nortli- 
wanl the Princes were for a week guests at the 
Martine farm on the Iwjrders of Sagamore Creek, 
near Portsmouth. The Martine homestead is stil! 
standing, and some flowers sent from its garden to 
the Tuileries soon after Louis Philippe had ascended 
the throne were acknowledged by an autograpli 
letter." Next westerly of the Martine farm, and 
evleniliiig nejirly to Sagamore Bridge, is a stretch 
lit woodland known during most of the last ccn- 
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The old Hutiiie Houxe upiieant lii ubiiiit th« center <il llie upper view. 



tiiry as "Wendell's WoodB," imw owned 1iy Arthur 
W. Walker, of this I'ity, who iian Imilt iiejir thp 
liniik (if tlip creek a "l>uii<riili"v" for im ofciisiomil 
summer reheal . Next to Mr. \\'iilkers, at the north- 
erly end of Sitjramore Bridge, is where the late Abner 
(ifreenleaf, the first Mayor of Portsmouth, lived in 
1850, the year in which" the Inidjre w:i* l.tiilt by the 
city to furnin^h a more direct ro;ii| to Kv.' lliati had 
previously existed, and toward Ihf tMiiI<linLr of which 
Mayor Greenleaf'8 inliuencc nar- jwtiml. The house 
now there is not the original onu, tiiat having Iwen 
burned years ago. This ]tro]ieity is now owned by 
Charles P. Wendell. On the westerly side of the 
road is the house of Alltert Shedd, built some 
sixty years ago by the late William Pettigrew for a 
summer home, at. a time when summer residences 
were not eomnion ; then the farmhouse of Edmund 
James and a farmhouse liougiit by the city some 
years ago for hospital use, both the latter being near 
where -(one.-i Aveiuic ends at the creek, and lioth a 
long wliilr in fxi-^li-nce. There are no other dweil- 
ingn I'll the iiiirlherly bank of the creek, and but 
few iiidicidioMs ihut this side, westwanl from Saga- 
more Bridge, was ever thick!}' .settled. The land on 
the southerly side of the creek, from itw mouth to 
Sagamore Bridge and from the shore of the creek to 
Rye Road, now known as KIwyn Road, was once 
the great .lacob Sheafc farm, which was sold about 
fifty years ago by the Slieafc heirs to Edmund 
Davia, and has changed titles several times since, 
most of it being now owned by Hon. Frank Jones. 
The fine Sheafe mansion, near the mouth of the 
creek, is now onned bv a Mrs. lliM, of Rowlon, wlni 



iiiakeH H her fmiumer fihode. On tiie oroek, at thd 

back of the house, are the remains of what was cmce 
a large and substantial wharf, at which triulition 
says large quantities of tish used to be landed to l>e 
cured. West of Sagamore Bridge, on the southerly 
side of the creek, comes a strip of land ftumerly a 
part of the Sheafe farm, now owned by Josiah F. 
Adams, extending from the creek to Elwyn Itoad; 
then the Moses fai-m, the Tucker place, the Beck 
farm and the Elwyn farm, all extending from the 
creek to Elwyn Road and some of them far across 
it. Beyond the Elwyn farm, to the westwai-d, is 
liafayette Road, and westerly of that road, on the 
line of the creek, is the salt meadow on which no 
houses border. Near the creek front of Mr. Adams' 
land is t!ie Saganuire House, which stands near the 
lu'idgc on the site once occupied by the house of 
Ben Lear, "the hermit of Sagamore," who died in 
\W2 at a great age, and whose chief claim to fame 
seems to have been that lie lived alone in his hovel 
for many years, was shiftless and lazy to the hist 
degree, and never did any pai-ticular harm or good. 
The Tucker place, next west to Mr. Adams", is now 
owned by James R. Connell, of Portsmouth. The 
Tucker, Moses and Beck families all settled on tho 
creek at an early period, proliahly prior to 1(135. 
The first Tucker was a tanner, who brought from 
England whatever he needed for the business, and 
established ncir the creek the first taimery in the 
colony. The present Tucker house, which is on 
Elwyn Road and not visible from the creek, ih not 
very ancient, having Iwen built in 17^1 as a resi- 
dence for Marv Wallis, dauirhter of I>ieut. Sauniol 



WalliM ;tmi Siinih (Mn«cs) \Vaili^ of W»llis Stinds. 
Rye, on the occasion of her marri&gc to Joseph 
Tucker ou December 25th of that year. Her sister, 
Abigiiil (Wiillis) Moses, and husband, Niitlab Moees, 
who lived itt the creek in the old Moses homestead 
and wished Mary to live near them when she got 
marriwl, gave her a hit of land on which to build 
the house, and her father gave the lumber to build 
it with, a yoke of oxen to haul the lumlier, four 
cows and two sheen, an a wetldinjr present. The 
Mosow house stands noar liie creek and can be seen 
from S;iL';uiniiT Hridire, iiiu! is I ho IliinI lo oi'L-upy the 
Hite, and wa.> Iniill one linndnsl and lucnty years 
ago. The lirsl one was erei-ted |>rioi* to III Id liyJohn 
MoHCS, who is mentioned in iho ("leeves and Tucker 
deeds of date llUC. The estate was banded down 
ill direct line and in the MuHe.i name niilil il came 
U) the present owner, William E, liand. who is a 
lineal descendant of .tohn Moses, but on hiw niotlier's 
side. The Bei-k farm is now owned by John W. 
Johnwon. whose dwellinij, piitnres(|iie!v perched on 
tlie top of a rocky and iVe.-sIiaded knoll on Flwyn 
Roiul. is not visible from the creek. There is, 
however, an old Ucek house near the creek, on a 
bluff cuuinmnding an extended view uji and down the 
stream, and near it can still 1h' traced the cellar of 
the Beck garrison luinsc. which was removed eai'lv 
in the last ccnlurv. The KIwvn furui is nwnci! bV 
Uc\. Allrcl I„n.'L;d.>h Klwyii.'nl Philndcl|,hii.. « ho 



usually resideH there summers in a mo<lern collage 
out of sight in the woods. This was formerly the 
I^angdon farm, and In a house located whei-e the 
present farm buildings stand, on Elwyn Road, but in 
sight from the creek, was born John Langdon, Rev- 
olutionary patriot an<l later Governor of New Hamp- 
shire, who, as the lirst I'rcsident of the National 
Senate, declared the vote which cleclcd (ieoi^ 
Washington and John Adams as Picsident and Vice- 
President of the United States. The tirst house 
hnill on this farm was erected alMnit Ui.'id by Henry., 
Sherburne, who mariied the daughter of Ambrosf 
Oibbins. and Tobias Langdon, who married a thtugl 
ter oi Mr. Sherburne, afterward came here to livfc 
In almut 1740 this house was destroyed by lire, anclj 
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le was then bnilt on its site by John' i 
iailiei' of the frovcrnor John. This houstf j 
inlil aboul INtO, when it was taken down ' 
■ annex, u-ed by the Langdons for {larties 
as cnlerlainnienl rcjoms, was at that tiiuc 
lived to town and now forms ihc Itasls for ono 
hi- near-by houses we-terly from the Bajitist 
:r\ on Slate Street. Imt which (me we are not 
to determine. The present farmhouse, and t 
1 to be erected on the same site, was Uiilt at fc)« 

' II Id one was taken down and the anna 

i.ved, The present owner of the farm is 

i.l-o,i nl tinvenmr l.an-don. his irrandniotbor 

wj heel, (lie(;„ve,no.-~onh child, 
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A VENERABLE GROUP OF QTIZENS. 

Ill tlio enfri'uvinfr re|ii'fspnlin;r tlic group of 
old gentlemen is revealed iin iiitcrestiiiir feiitiii-c. 
These sixteen veterans are all natives of Portsmouth, 
or the unniediate neighlKuhood, and all have lieon 
citizens of Portsmouth siiiee their IiovIhmkI days 
except one, and he has resided here for more than 
half a eentnry. Of these, tifteen of them were at- 
tending the several sehools of this vieinily togetlier 
over seventv-tive vears ago : and four of ihein, Mr, 
,T. Woodman Aloses, lion. ,Mosr^ II. ( ioodmh. Mr. 
.Samuel P. Treadwell and Mr. William II. Fostei'. 
were pupils in the same school lugethei' ovit eighlv 
years ago; llie three laller heinir' in ihe siime elass. 
while the former was in a senior class : uTid the (wo 
ohiest of this veuerahle group. Mr. .loseiih II. Pcrrv 
Mhe schools 
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professions a.-i there arc individuals, and some of 
them are yet in the arena of aetivo laisiness, and all 
in the enjoyment of good health. From these re- 
spected representatives of a long pa,sl, we have heen 
al>le to •rieaii nnicli valnahle information, which 
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I;il.'ly m'.iiislnn'tcd vault aio .■..uvcui.'iuTs lor tli<> 
fxaiuinatiiin nf ]ta|HTs liv Ixix owiht^. 'I'lic olticors 
air: IVsidriil, (i. Iial]>li l.afelilon ; Casliica-. C. 
F. Sl.illalaT; Diml.Ts. .In.,.|,|i \V. Poir,.'. ( luslavo 
Pi-v-T. C. Italpli I.ai2lil..n, C. K. SliillalaT. William 
K. Marvin aial Tl i.. II. liicli-r. (Sec .lairv ■'•"■i 
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CAMP LONG AND THE SPANISH 
PRISONERS. 

On July .i, IHil.s, iKt> United States auxiliary 
iTuiscr "Si. I.ouis," Captiiiii Caspar V. Goodrich, 
left Kantiagu de Out)a with seven hundi-ed and forty- 
four prisoners, including Reiir Admiral Pascuel 
(Vi'vera, together with tifty-two officers rescued 
Iriiin (Vrvera's fleet, which was destroyed while at- 
lenipliiis t<i escape from Santiago Ilarhor, July lid, 
arriving in Portamnuth HarlKir on the morning of 
July loth. 

The prisoners, ten olficcrs and six hundred and 
eigbty-two men, were lauded at Camj) Long, on 
Seavcy'a Island, in the ufteniuon of July 1 Itli friiin 
l»argee to the pier, which was in front of the lioa.sc 
where General flreely regained his health iifltr his 
last cruise to the polar region. Inunediattly on 
landing the names of the prisoners were called off, 
and as each man answered sijunds were foruied and the 
march of the unir|uo procession proceeded to Camp 
Long, where comfortable i|uiirters were assigned 
them. The "St. Louis," with Admiral Cervcra on 
lioart), sailed July 14th for Annapolis, there also 
lieing fortv-fwo oflii-crs iind (lirir pcr-onal servants. 

Themixilijiry I'niled Sr;ilr> .Tusirr " Ihirviird," 
Captain C. S. Cutlnn, fairm-rly llir Ani.'ri.-an liner, 
"New York," sailed friini Silmney. near Sanlfago, 
July 11th and arrived in Portsmouth Harlior .Inly 
ir>Ih with nine hundred and sixty-one prisoners and 
two offiiers, who were landed at Camp Long .Iiilv 
Ifilh. 



Camp Long was suironniled liy a strong guard 
of marines undi r iiiinu>;ind <>t* Colonel James Forney. 
At the two enlr:inc.'s (ijttliiig guns were mounted, 
while along the water Iruul a marine was pointed 
every fifty feet. There were specially erected, 
according to official reports, the following liuildings : 
Eight large barracks for prisoners, eight for marine 
guard, six cook houses, four cells for prisoners, 
three eating houses, each two hundred feet long, 
one wash house, one for navy officers, one for army 
officers and one for sanitary purposes. 

The prisoners amused themselves liy giving 
mock hull lights, and a favorite pastime was fishing 
from the high rocks at the hank of (he river. The 
grounds, being ))leasantly situated and spacious, 
afforded them advantages for indulgence in all 
manner of sports, which they were allowed without 
restraint. 

On Se|itcmliei' 11, IH&H, steamship "City of 
Rome," Captain Young, arrived, and sailed the fol- 
lowing day at noon fin- Santander, Sjmin, with l,ti(i7 
prisoners, including those brought on the "City of 
Rome" from the naval hospital at Norfolk. The 
barges "Eliot" smd "Berwick" wei-e used in lran>u 
(xirliug till' Micii !o llie shi]i. .\dniiral Cervem and 
iiis son, Liiuicniint Angel (\rvera. arrived in Poits- 
monlli Sepleniber lull to iis-ii-t in arranging trans- 
piu-latiun for his men. 

Thirly |iri-naers mv Imrird on ;i knoll al the 
niirllica-t oi I|h> ciiuip. 




IFMCERS. 

FKOM UARGE. C. FliLL PRISON VARD, CAMP LONG. 

DURHAM AND TUG H. A. HATDES FOR PRISONERS TO CAMP LONG. 



'OR CAMI- LONG. 
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The PorlBnioiilli Shoe Company was organized in iS86, for ihe r 
the officers h^iiiK. Frank Joiies, President ; Cli<irles i'. Berry, Vice-1'residenl and Cienenil ManuKer. ^iid Chas, 11, Mendui 
iirer. The luiildirig is 350 feel by 55 feet, iiiih :i c.-i]iaciiy of 175 sixty-pair cases of shoes iwr dciv- 
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was Iniilt a larse Iwu-slciry house, otcupictl by Ichabod i'kiisled, lalcr liy Daiiiil Riii(lj;i'. 
iiig, and about iSii this block was erected for a hotel, but compleled for slori-s and It'iiciii 
occupied hy the Warwick Chib in the third story; in llie second are the dental rooms of Dr. 
Edward H. Adams ; the rt-al estate office of Frank l>. Bnller and rrthers, with stores nndt-n 



riK- liro of i,So2 d.'slroyvd tht- old dwell- 
jils ; after several reiiiodeliiigs it is now 
I-;. C, Klaisdell : the law offices of Judge 



EXCHANGE BLOCK. 
The aite oi Exchange Block, and from the City 
rooms to State Street previous to 1744, was the 
Adams property, and Nathaniel Adnmt*, father of 
the "Annalist," lived here, his house Iioing situatc<l 
near the corner of State Street, and here Nathaniel 
Adams, the author of the "Annal» of Portsmouth," 
was proliahly horn. Part of this property was sold 
at the al»ovo-named date and hnildings erected 
thereon which wei-e destroyed in the jircat fire of 
1813, as was also the Adams house. This ))h>ck 
waa smm after erected, and about len years ago 
extensively remmleled and litted uji into miKlern 
stores and offices, the occupants of which are, — in 
the first on the north is that of II. P. Montjromrry 
US a nuisic and art store. The Portsmouth i'/niini- 
de, /leraltl and the A'eir Iloiiipuhlfp (riuzptt'- occujiy 
the Hoors over Montfiomerv's nuisic store. The 
C/iroiiicle, established in IX.'i'i, is a morning |)uhli- 
cation ; the Portsmouth I/firali/, fonnrrly the /'fitii'/ 
Post, is an evening (Taper, and llio yi-ir IhnnpKliiif 
fiuzette, a weekly, estahlislicd in ITol!, is the oldest 
newspaper of continuous publication in the country. 
The second store south and tlie Moor above it are 
occupied by Henry P. Payne and Ifalpli Walker, 
successors to Charles K. Laigliton. TJie third store 
BObth is used as ottices for the local Imsincss of the 
Rockingham County Electric Light and Power Com- 
pany ; also for the othce of the assistant superin- 
tendent of the corponition. The law linu of Calvin 
Page and John IL Bartlett occu|>y the two floors 
over the Electric Light and Power Company's oliicea. 
The fourth ^store south is the offices of the Ports- 



I 

rnoulli Tnisl and fiiuu-antec Coin|iany, im-oiitoraled | • 
in 1«71, capital »lin),uiKi. The dii-ectors arc Frank 
Jones, Moses H. Goodrich, Samuel J. Gerrish, 
Ezra H. Winchester, Calvin Page, Justin V. Hans- 
eom, Benjamin F, Webster, Alfred H. Howard and 
John H. Bartlett; President, Calvin Page; Vice- 
President, Moses IL Goodrich ; Treasurer, Samuel 
J. Gerrish; Clerk, Howard Anderson. The floor 
over these rooms is occupied for the law offices of 
John W. Relley, who also has the County Attorney's 
office here. In the last store are the offices of the 
New Hampshire National Bank, fonnerly the Bank of 
New Hampshire, organized in 18r).j, and chartered a 
National bank in IHd.'i. The officers are : President, 
Calvin Page; Cashier, W. C. Walton; Directors, 
(■alvin Page, Frank Jones, H. Fisher Eldredge, 
Arthur W. Walker, Justin V. Hanacom, J. An)ert 
Walker, Fred IL Want and William C. Walton. 
The Hoors over the New Hampsliire Bank arc occu- 
])icd by .loseph Boylston tor his dental ])arlors: by 
W, \\. Ilannafonl, .M. I)., foi' his offices and for the 
city physician, and by P'rank Parker for liis conuno- 
di<ius pholdgraphic studio. 

HAVEN BLOCK, 
Corner of Market Square and Market Street. Built 
by the Havens soon after the tire <if l«ll2, on land 
bought of .lohn Melchcr, upon which previously 
. stood his large wooden dwelling. The block has 
since had various owners and occupants, and recently 
the Ihinl stiuy has been titted into Ihc couuuodious 
Cotiservatcuy Hall, which is used for a nuisic school, 
under the direction of Mr. (Jcrald Bertrand Whit- 
man, and for private dancing parties and socials. 
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lirni niso iiiamiiinliirfs lulling' liiillons :iii(l u;iiK, :i1mi iijiliijIsUTy IniUuiis an 
Morley Button Sewiiij,' .M;icliiin; Coin|viiiy occupy a jKirl of llic Iniildiiij;, ;i 
buttons. Both companies ivcre established In- tlie Inle Charles A. Sinclair. 
Jones is President ; S, M. Merrill. Treasurer ; and \V. !■:. llennell, Snperinii 



iifaclure niacliines for SfHiiij; shot ami clolliiiiK 
IJ5 operatives are employed. The Hon. Frank 
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THE PORTSMOUTH SAVINGS BANK, 

.■.uil l.i.il.liliK m .S^ 

H. Kriiik; Treasiir, 

H. Frink, J„se|.li \ 

KiiJpli Lai[;lilii 



The ollicers arc: I'rcsitknt, ]■ 
G. Ralph I-aishtoii; Trusltes, JoIki .S. H 
Peirte, D. 1". HortliuUl;, Moses A. Saliord, 
Gtorge A. WifCgi" ami William E. Marvii: 

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 

Is Ihe sviaessor of Ihe !'iscalai|iia Hank, nhicli wiis .1 
iu iMij, iiiiil (li t\w I'isiMlii.pia l^schaii;;!' I!:ink, cliai 
1844. Ill i.S6t this bank »as Llie lirsl 10 liic ils Ix.ntls 
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The (.liicers 
A. Ha/letl; 
nil. liroii-h- 



loii. rieiirv A. Vi-atou, Walla-'e Ihi.ki'll. C. A. Ihi/Utt," 
llulihs; -[■■flU-r, John K. Hates; I Sook keeper, C. \V, lirew 

COAL OFFICE OF GRAY & PRIME. 

The hriii of K. I-". Sise ct Co.. coal :iiiil sail, « :is e- 
lished ill [8[». hy K. I'". Sise, Ihe 
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L MERKICK (SEE JENNESS HOUSE, I'AtlK 76), 
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